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to the affair of Donna Diana, I returned to Ma- 
drid in the afternoon. I found Don Diego was gone 
abroad, but I met with his three ſons at home, who treat- 
ed me with ſuch marks of kindneſs, that I eaſily judged 
ſomething extraordinary had happened in my abſence, 
I was ſoon informed by theſe young gentlemen, that the 
raviſher of their ſiſter was now known to be Don Ala- 
veltras, and that my conjectures had been too well 
Vor. II. B grounded, 


1 N the mean time, Ks I continued wholly attentive 
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to the affair of Donna Diana, I returned to Ma- 
drid in the afternoon. I found Don Diego was gone 
abroad, but I met with his three ſons at home, who treat- 
ed me with ſuch marks of kindneſs, that I eaſily judged 
ſomething extraordinary had happened in my abſence, 
I was ſoon informed by theſe young gentlemen, that the 
raviſher of their ſiſter was now known to be Don Ala- 
veltras, and that my conjectures had been too well 
Vor- II. B grounded. 


1 N the mean time, ns I continued wholly attentive 
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2 MEMOIRS V « | 
grounded. Don Pedro de Lera had executed his pro. 
miſe, by finding out the ſecret before morning. In 
the duſk of the preceding evening, he had placed him- 

ſelf near the houſe of -perfidious. wreteh, with an 
intention to force the truth from himſelf ; but wait- 
ing a confiderable time to no purpoſe, he took ano- 
ther method, by {ſeizing his footman, whom he per- 
ceived returning from the city. He rightly judged, 
that if the maſter was guilty, it was probable the fel- 
low was concerned in the enterprize. Drawing him 
{6ftly to one fide, and clapping the point of a dagger to 
his breaſt, he commanded him to go quietly with him, 
on pain of death. In this manner he conducted him 
to his father's houſe, where, having ſecured him in a 
rivate room, the old man with his ſons threatened 
Lim with the moſt dreadful torments, if he refuſed to 
diſcover what he knew. The fellow continued reſolute 
a-while, but when he faw the inſtruments of torture 
prepared, he confeſſed all. He owned that Don Ala. 
veſtras had made the attempt in perſon, that himſelf 
was one of the aſſiſtants, who were alle maſqued 
to prevent being known: He further declared, that 
his maſter having carried off the lady, had taken her 
to a caſtle he had about a day's journey from Madrid, 
in the mountain of Sierra; but reflecting by the way 
that his preſence was neceſſary in town, he had ſtopped 
in a wood that lay a little out of the road, from whence 
he ſent for his ſiſter to meet him with his coach, and 
the proper clothes for a man ; and that on her coming, 
after obliging Donna Diana to put on the man's dreſs, 

he had: given charge of her to the old lady, with di- 
rections to return to his caſtle, and keep her ſtricliy 
confined from the fight of any perſon. Having dore 
this, Don Alaveſtras returned to Madrid, where he 
cauſed it to be given out, that Donna Diana had been 
carried off by the Marquis de Roſemont, a French noble- 
man, the ſame who had killed his nephew Don Juan 
de Paſtrino. He added, that his maſter had appeared 
in publick all that day to prevent ſuſpicion, and in the 
evening had ſet out poſt for the caſtle of Sierra. 


Upon 
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Upon this diſcovery, (ſaid Don Pedro to me) we held 
a conſultation what meaſures were proper to be taken. 
I was of opinion to aſſemble all the friends of our fa- 
mily, and by ſurpriſing Don Alaveſtras at his caftle, to 
deliver my fiſter by force, and kill the raviſher. But 
my father thought it more adviſeable to lay the matter 
before the King, and obtain an order to ſecure his per- 
ſon, to have him brought to juſtice ; reſerving to our. 
ſelves in all events the right of puniſhing him, in caſe 
he ſhould have power or intereſt enough to eſcape a le 
ſentence. The court is now at the Eſcurial, for which 

lace my father ſet out laſt night, in order to attend his 
Majeſty's levee this morning, and we every moment 
expect his return. The three brothers then joined in 
their apologies, for their having unjuſtly ſuſpected the 
Marquis; and expreſſed an earneſt deſire to make their 
excuſes to him in perſon, I aſked them what was be- 
come of the footman of Don Alaveſtras. And as I 
underſtood they had him in ſafe cuſtody, I ſhowed. a 


defire to ſee him, He was preſently brought before me, 


chained hand and foot. I afked him ſeveral queſtions, 


and amonꝑſt others, if he thought Donna Diana knew 


who her raviſher was? He replied, That as his ma- 
ſter had kept himſelf always maſqued in her preſence, 
he believed ſhe was ignorant on that head, and that 
when Don Alaveſtras ſent for his ſiſter, he was ſure the 
young lady did not know her. This anſwer made me 
tremble for Donna Diana ; I dreaded the worſt from a 
villain like the brother, and a revengeful woman like 
the fiſter ; the ſequel ſhewed my apprehenſions were but 
too true! 

In this fituation Don Diego found us at his return; 
he embraced me kivdly, intreated me to forget what 
had paſſed, and to aſſiſt him in purſuing our common 
enemy. The king heard his complaint favourably ; 
his Majeſty having been particularly informed of the 
circumſtances of the crime, had found the villainy of 
Don Alaveſtras ſo apparent, that he declared his inten- 
tion of puniſhing him * the utmoſt. rĩigour. Don 
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4 MEMOIRS of a 
Diego had brought an order to ſeize him dead or alive. 
We ſtraight communicated it to the Alcade, who with 
the proper officers agreed to ſet out with us, as ſoon as 
it was dark, to execute the King's pleaſure, As 1 knew 
it would be an agreeable ſervice to the Marquis, to ap- 
pear in his Miſtreſs's deliverance, and as I was willing 
to be an eye-witneſs of what happened, I yielded to 
the ſollicitations of Don Diego to make one of the par 
ty. I ſent to our landlord Don Porterra's for Brifane 
to attend me, and difpatched a meſſage to Yvicella, to 
let the Count know I ſhould be abſent for two days. 
We ſet out in this manner from Madrid; Don Diego 
entertained me by the way with the ſituation of his 
mind. Notwithſtanding, (ſaid he) my having re- 
courſe to his Majeſty's juſtice, I doubt if I ſhall be 
able to ſuppreſs my revenge, when I get the villain in 


my power. I feel my reſentment increaſe ror ſtep - 


we advance: But if he has dared to injure my daugh- 
ter, there is no torture ſo exquiſite but he ſhall ſuffer 
from my hands. He would deſerve them (anſwered I); 
but if he is not the moſt abandoned of mankind, he 
will never entertain ſo black a thought. He muſt be 
a monſter, who-could hurt a perſon ſo amiable as Donna 
Diana: Alas, (reſumed he) the poor girl is greatly to 
be pitied ; even in my own houſe, and before my eyes, 
ſhe meets with ill uſage, which all my tenderneſs can- 
not prevent; and when I hoped to procure her peace, 
by putting her into a convert, I fee her expoſed to the 
greateſt danger that can threaten her ſex. The old gen- 
tleman, from hence, took occaſion to acquaint me with 
the ſtory of his firſt marriage at Naples, which the 
reader will find related in the firſt volume of theſe 
Memoirs. Unhappily (continued he) this adventure 
has reached my wife's ears, who looks upon my 
duughter Diana, as a ſtranger come to leſſen the for- 
tunes of her own children ; and has conceived, on that 
account, ſuch an invincible averſion for her, as ſhe feels 
every hour the effects of. I have myſelf been forced 
to uſe her harſhly in complaiſance to my wife; I own 
it to you with concern, for I am ſenſible my daugh- 
| ter 


[ 


Man of QuvAlLIr v. 5 
ter is every way Worthy of my affection, and I ob- 
ſerve with pleaſure my ſons are fond of ber; but my 
wife is inexorable, and not to be ſoftened. I aſked him, 
why he had' no thought of marrying her ? He replied, 
that he had thought of it more than once, but that, 
on what account he knew not, his daughter always 
oppoſed it, and earneſtly defired leave to retire from 


the world. I was conducting her to a monaſtery, when 


ſhe was cruelly torn from my arms, and it was the 
greateſt ſurprize to me yeſterday, to read her letter to 
the Marquis; for tho* I underſtood he loved her, I had 
not the leaſt notion of her inclination for him, and I 
thought all her paſſion was for a religious life. I took 


this opportunity of informing Don Diego how the Mar- 


quis's love had commenced, and aſſured, him, that, 
as I had been preſent at all their interviews, ſo nothing 
had ever paſſed but what was ſtrictly virtuous and ho- 
nourable. He aſked me if the Marquis intended marr 
age. | replied, that he defired nothing more earneſtly : 
But to deal ingenuouſſy with him, I thought myſelf ob- 


liged to tell him, that however diſtinguiſhed his fa- 


mily was, the Marquis's birth, and the rank his fa- 
ther held in the world, were greatly ſuperior. He is 
beſides (continued I) an only ſon, and entitled to ſuch 
high expectations, that I fear his father will hardly 
conſent to a foreign alliance. However, Sir, I will 
not conceal from you, that he has ſent off a ſervant ex- 
preſs to ſollicit his conſent, and hopes a favourable an- 
iwer fiom his indulgence. Don Diego appeared highl 

ſatisfied with this explanation. He made me promile 
that I would introduce him to the Marquiſs, to thank 
him for the honour he did his daughter. The good 


old man did not foreſee he was on the point of loſing 
her for ever! 


We reached the caſtle of Sierra by fix o'clock in 
the morning. The Alcade having ſecured all the ave-. 


nues, attended by the officers, knocked at the gate. 
From the delay that was made to open it, we had rea- 


ſon to judge our approach had been diſcovered, and. 


that matters had been concerted for our reception, 
B 3 . between 
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6 MEMOIRS 7 a 
between Don Alaveſtras and his ſiſter. This wicked 
woman ſeeing herſelf diſcovered, and that neither ſhe 
nor her brother could eſcape juſtice, took a deſperate 
reſolution, the idea of which is yet terrible to me. As 
I write from no ſelf-mtereſted views, I hope my reader 
will not imagine I invent affecting circumſtances to 
embelliſh my narration. The Duke of * * can juſ- 
tify the truth of theſe Memoirs, in which he was fo 
nearly concerned, 15 
The Alcade, incenſed at the dilatorineſs of thoſe 
within, was preparing to break open the gate, when at 
laſt it was opened to us. The magiſtrate demanded 
to. ſpeak with Don Alaveſtras, in the King's name. 
The anſwer was, We might enter. No ſooner were 
we within the inner court, than we perceived Alave- 
ſtras at a window, who haughtily aſked the Alcade 
whom he wanted? The magiſtrate, depending on che 
ex he had taken to prevent an eſcape, an- 
wered, L want you, Sir.— 1 bring his Majeſty's or- 
der to ſecure your perſon, and deliver Donna Diana de 
Velez, whom you have forced away. I am betrayed 
then, (returned the villain with a voice that expreſſed 
his rage) walk up gentlemen, walk up, you are ma- 
{ters. At the ſame time, he aſked if Don Diego was 
there, or any of his family, and being told that both 
the father and his ſons were preſent, he ſeemed pleaſed, 
and defired they would come and receive Donna Diana 
from his hands. We quickly aſcended to his apart- 
ment, where he met us in the antichamber with a 
iſtol in his hand. No violence, (ſaid he) gentlemen, 
beg of you, for my life will coſt you dear. Let me 
ſee your authority. The Alcade gave him immediately 
the King's order, which he had in his pocket : After 
he had examined it, he ſaid Well! I fee the 
blow is aimed at me. It is juſt, fince I alone am the 
criminal. However, gentlemen, (continued he, turn- 
ing to Don Diego and his ſons) I leave it to your 
choice, either to allow me liberty to ſave myſelf, in 
which caſe, Donna Diana will be reſtored to you ſafely 
and without harm; or, if you inſiſt on making we 
. | + your 
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| 2 „to ſee her ſtabbed before your eyes. 
— er the alternative, and act as you think fit. | 
Had Don Diego and his ſons conſulted the firſt mo- 
tions of their rage, no doubt. they would have killed 
the villain on the ſpot : But the Alcade prevented 
their reply, by remonſtrating to Don Alaveſtras, that 
his wiſeſt way would be to obey his Majeſty's com- 
mand by a voluntary ſurrender, and truſting his fate- 
to the royal clemency. He. anſwered fiercely, What 
then, gentlemen, do you diſtruſt what I ſay 7! Walk in, 
ay, and convince yourſelves. Saying this, he ſtepped 
backwards ſome paces into the chamber, to the door 
of which we followed him. But the firſt object we uw, 
ſtopped us from advancing, and firuck us motionleſs 
with horror. It was the old Donna de Paftrino, ſeated 
near a window at the extremity of the room, and hold- 
ing a naked poynard at the breaſt of Donna Diana, 
who kneeled, pale- and trembling be'ore her. Stir not 
a ſtep forward (cried ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw us) her life 
depends upon your motion. Her unhappy father, ftruck 
at the ſight, kneeled with his three ſons, and lifting 
up his eyes, conjured her to have compaſſion on a man 
who had never offended her, and if nothing but blood 
could ſatisfy her, to accept of his life for that of his 
daughter, | 
The mercileſs woman beheld and heard him with- 
out any emotion. She anſwered, 'Fhe only way he 
had to fave his daughter, was to allow her brother the 
neceſlary time to eſea e and ſecure himſelf. Violent 
as Don Diego's reſentment was, it yielded to his pater- 
nal affection. He begged the Alcade to favour his ene- 
my's flight. As that magiſtrate feared being queſti- 
oned for failing in his duty, it was not without diffi- 
culty we prevailed upon him to conſent, by repreſenting, 
that as the order was given in favour of Don Diego, who 
was the injured perſon, he might diſpenſe with its ri- 
gour to preſerve his child. Donna de Paſtrino deſired 
but half an hour for her brother, of which ſhe charged 
him to make good uſe. We were during this time to 
ſtay in the chamber, without ftirring from our 2 
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8. MEMOIRS 2 
The leaſt motion we made, this female devil redoubled 
her threatenings, and held up her poynard to give the 
fatal blow. The innocent victim lay all this time pro- 
ſtrate before her enemy, often caſting a melancholy 
look towards her father and her brothers. I could re- 
mark by her eyes, how much their concern affected her, 
and that ſhe was pieaſed with the marks they had given 
of their 1 for her ! But, alas ! her misfortunes 
were not yet compleat. The cataſtrophe of the tragedy 
was now approaching. 

I mentioned, on our leaving Madrid, my ſending a 
ſervant to Yvicella, to give the Count de Mancenez 
notice of my abſence. Unluckily I employed on this 
occaſion a conceited blockhead, who having learnt 
ſomething of the deſign of my journey, anght to 
make a merit at Yvicella of publiſing all he knew. 
He did this ſo indiſcreetly, that it reached the Marquis's 
cars, who would know the truth, No ſooner was he 
informed of Donna Diana's loſs, and the King's order, 
than in ſpite of all oppoſition he mounted his horſe for 
Madrid. The Count, Don Porterra, the ſurgeon, and 
ſeveral ſervants were obliged to attend him. At Don 
Diego's houſe they received intelligence of the road we 
had taken, and without ſtopping followed us cloſe. Ap- 
proaching near Sierra, mott — they met Don 
Alaveſtras, who fled with the utmoſt precipitation. 
The Count, who knew him, and believed he had eſ- 
caped from us, thought it neceſſary to ſtop him. He 
was ſurrounded in a moment, obliged to yield, and 
brought back as a priſoner to the caſtle. In vain he 
repreſented that he eſcaped by our permiſſion and con- 
ſent, and that his return would be fatal to Donna Di- 


ana: All he could urge was looked on as an evaſion 


formed to get out of their hands. | 

We remained in the fitvation I have deſcribed, when 
Don Alaveſtras was fatally brought again to bis own 
houſe. The noiſe we heard would have made us leave 
the room, if we had not been prevented by the mena- 


ces of Donna de Paſtrino. The Marquis flew up ſtairs 


to us. It is ſcarce poſſible to deſcribe diſtinctly * or 
"3 of 7 three 


Man of QuUaLi1TY, : 9 
d in one moment of 
time, As the Marquis entered, I threw myſelf before 
him, to hinder him from ſeeing the condition of his 
miſtreſs, but it was too late. For heaven's. ſake, Sir, 


three cruel actions, that all ha 


*(cried I) Take care what you do! your preſence will 
ruin all ! Leave us but a moment! The concern. 


he was in made him ſpeechleſs, but he ſtruggled to get 


by me. Donna de Paſtrino, who perceived his emotion, 
and judged by his figure that he was the Marquis of 
Roſemont, ſeeing alſo her brother enter with his hands 
tied, cried. with inexpreſſible fury, What! do I ſes 
the murderer of my ſon, and the deſtroyer of my bro- 
ther! There! added ſhe, plunging her weapon 

in Donna Diana's breaſt, let his miſtreſs take that pre- 
ſent from me. She role at the ſame time to throw 

herſelf on the Marquis; but as active as her fury was, 
ſhe had not time to get forward two ſteps. Don Diego 

and his ſons diſpatched her in a minute, and at The. 
ſame time laid Don Alaveſtras dead, with .numberleſs 
wounds, at our feet.. 

Scarce. can imagination form a more dreadful ſpecta- 
cle. Three bodies at once extended on the floor, and 
weltering in ſtreams of blood. The Marquis inſenſible 
and. dead in my arms, Don Diego tearing his hair, 
and - piercing us with his cries, while his three ſons, 
were employed about their bleeding ſiſter, and try ing 
to ſtop. her wounds; all the afiftants in ſuch conſter- 
nation, as made them incapable of giving any help. I 
carried the Marquis into an adjoining room, where hap- 
ily we found a bed. The Count de Mancenez, and. 
tae ſurgeon, followed me. I took from the latter a 
Ban of cordial elixir, and ſent him back to ſuccour 

onna Diana. He acquitted - himſelf ſo fkilfully, that 
he put the firſt dreſſing on her wound, and brought her 
to herſelf, before we had recovered the Marquis, His 
fainting fit held ſo long, that 1 was taken with one my- 
ſelf, thro the ſear and uneaſineſs I felt for him. Not 
that I thought the accident in itſelf dangerous to a 
young man of his temperament, but the fatigue he 
had undergone for ſo many hours, and the ſhock he 
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10 MEMOIRS of & 
had received, made me apprehend his wound might 
row worſe; which was not yet entirely healed. The 
or at is return to viſit him, made me eafy, by 
aſſuring me there was no cauſe of fear, He dreſſed his 
wound, which ſeemed inclinable-to bleed anew. As he 
was a man of good ſenſe, he faid, it was not his faint. 
ing he feared, but the impreſſion the notion of Donna 
Diana's death had made upon him, for I have reaſon to 
know how exceflively he loves her. I would therefore 
adviſe he may be moved into her chamber ; where, upon 
his coming to himſelf, he may have the comfort to 
find ſhe is alive! I approved of this project, and we 
carried him gently on a quilt to his miſtreſs's bed-fide, 
As ſoon as the furgeon perceived him give ſigns of ſenſe, 
he ſaid, Take courage, my Lord, Donna Diana is not 
dead. She is alive, and by your fide. That dear 
name revived him at once. The feebleneſs, that fol- 
lowed her loſs of blood, had till now prevented that 
beantiful maid from taking notice of what paſſed; but 
when ſhe heard the Marquis ſpoke of, fhe faintly opened 
her eyes to look for him, and the two lovers beheld 
and knew each other with inexpreſſible fondneſs. No- 
thing could be more natural and tender than their firſt 
expreſſions; Donna Diana reached out her hard to him, 
which he eagerly placed between his own, moiſtening 
it- with his Lis and his tears.-——- Alas, madam, 
(faid-he): it is I who have reduced you to this deplora- 
ble condition; but if you die, I ſhall have the conſo- 
lation not to ſurvive you, He would fit up and place 
himſelf by her bed-ſide, with his eyes inceflantly fixed 
on hers. He even prefled to fee her wound, that he 
might judge himſelf of her danger. He every moment 
intreated the ſurgeon to tell him what he thought, who 
flattered him with hopes. He begged to ſtay by her, 
promiſing not to . move to diſturb her; but as 
the ſurgeon ſaid his preſence threw her ſpirits into too 
great agitation, and that reſt was abſolutely neceſlary 
to a cure, he was at laſt prevailed upon to withdraw, 
and leave her to her repoſe. A 0 
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We returned then to the neighbouring chamber, 
where I had cauſed a bed to be repre for him. 
Don Diego and his ſons entered ſoon after to pay hini 
their compliments, charmed no doubt with the agree. 
ableneſs of his perſon, and the concern he had fhewn 
for Donna Diana: The manner in which they ex - 
preſſed themſelves was tull of affection and eſteem. The 
Count de Mancenez, who had hitherto kept filence, 
and never ſtirred from the Marquis, embraced Don 
Diego with great. friendſhip, Don Porterra followed 
his example. I could not forbear ſhedding tears at the 
fight of ſo many objects equally affecting. We held a 
ſhort conſultation on the tragical ſcene. that had ha 
pened ; the reſult of which, was, that the Count 2 
Manc:nez and the Alcade ſhould immediately ſet out for 
the Eſcurial, whete the court was to continue for ſome 
days, and give hi, Majeſty a faithful account of the af- 
fair. As de Eſcurial was but a few leagues diſtant, this 
reſolution was-immediately put in execution. We con- 
tinued, in the mean time, at the caftle of Alaveſtras 
with as much freedom as if the houſe had been our own, 
ordering every thing that was neceſſary for- ourſelves, 
and our patients. I took the firſt occaſion to aſk the 
ſurgeon, privately, if he believed the wound of Donna. 
Diana mortal. He aniwered me frankly, ſhe might 
linger a few days, but that he had no hopes of ber re- 
covery. I intreated him to continue flattering the 
Marquis as he had done, and to a& in concert with me. 
to prepare him for the ſtroke. Never was lover more 
anxious and perplexed: He roſe ten times in an hour 
to viſit his dear Diana. As I was not able to oppoſe. 
it, I was obliged to comply; if he found her a- ſleep, 
he ſtole ſofily back for fear of diſcompoſing her; if a- 
wake, he ſpoke only a few tender words, , forbidding 
her to make any reply, for fear of waſting her ſtrength. 
When he was abſent, he was every moment enquiring 
of every body he ſaw, how ſhe did. In reality, to- 
wards the evening of the firſt day, ſhe ſeemed to be 
much better; ſo that we all aſſembled round her bed- 
lide, and entered into a pleaſing, tho' gen con- 

| verſation, 


MS FR ˙ 4; 5.3 
— r 19 2 — — 


# —- end * 


8 r "4+ 5 F< . 
e ey tee te gp true 
- Þ _ . 41. #30 - 
G — 


. - 2 


2 + = 


F 
31 * "= 
* 3 

ww} 


r EIS = f 
1 WY 7 
5 1 7 \ . 3 — 4 8 ” 8 - 


—ͤ ͤ err. a TR 7 
— . r 2 
yl l 
* . 


t 
a 
75 


I 
* < RN 0 1 
189 I = 
rr 
an J . 70 C 4 A \ i 
Brat bens =. + = Sx 2 


= * — N 
. . OY 
>. + -.4 INN 


WIT” 

5 & - at 45 > 
m— > 

- wt 


© 
8 


— 2 
„ 


- * 
4 8 e 

2 * . r 
= — % - , n 8 —_— 2 


*% 
= . Fs” 
n 


CY 
ER 
SIDE? 


8 


. 


Fan 1 
£® _ * 


n 
n FS 


* ” 4s 
< * * 
neee 
— n : D 
— RTE". *., w 9 - 


”Y 
— 


8 z 
— * "> >. 


— 
- 
1 
- 


r 
1 
r ”» —— 
18 2 Sn * - 1 rs — 


>. 
Ag 4 


'T 
= ** 2 7 % 
—— —xů 2 — 


* 
* 8 . : 
2 ae bo — des - ie 
Q L * * 0 1 ft Rec  - p * 4.2 
* «A — 1 . 7 i 4 YO —— a - <2 — 


— 
- hn 
n 


= = 1 


12 MEMOIRS ofa 
verſation. That lovely maid appeared charmed, to ſee 
the teſtimonies of affection and reſpe& which the Mar- 
quis received from her father and brothers. We ſeem-- 
ed all to compoſe but one family, united by the moſt 
ſincere and cordial friendſhip. | 
The Count de Mancenez returned from the Eſcurial 
in the evening, with ſuch agreeable news, and ſo much 
beyond our expectations, as gave us the higheſt joy we 
could receive in the. preſent ſituation of affairs. The 
King,. having heard the relation of what had paſſed, 
approved the vengeance of Don Diego. His Majeſty 
could. not think of the barbarity of Donra de Paltrino 
without horror. A ſimple death (ſaid the King) is. 
£ too ſlight a puniſhment for ſuch crimes, and ſince the 
< criminals have eſcaped the hands of publick juſtice, it 
«. ſhall be ſatisfied another way: I therefore give to 
the daughter of Don Diego, all the eſtate and for- 
© tunes of the guilty Don Alaveſtras, with thoſe of his 
* fifler,” No ſooner had the King made this favoura- 
ble conceſſion, but the Count 4s, care to expedite the- 
neceſſary grants, which he put into the hands of Donna 
Diana, as he ended his diſcourſe. 
So happy an iſſue drew all our compliments on the 
Count. de Mancenez. Don Diego could not conceal his 
joy, the Marquis was equally ſenfible of an event that 
ſeemed ſo favourable to his hopes, and Donna Diana 
herſelf was touched with the general ſatisfaction, tho 
it was eaſy to ſee her view was dire ced to the Marquis, 
to whom this new acceſſion to her fortune ſeemed to 
advance, her nearer; for the grants were not for leſs 
than 50,090 livres a year, of which above two thirds 
were the eſtate of Don Alaveſtras. The next day Don 
Diego diſpatched his eldeſt ſon to Madrid, to put his 
Majeſty's direction in execution. For his own part, 
he thought it his duty to go to the Eſcurial, to throw 
himſelf at the King's feet, with his acknowledgments. 
for his bounty. The reception he met with charmed 


him equally with the goodneſs which occaſioned it. 

Donna Diana's. wound, in the mean time, grew ſen- 

ably worſe, and was attended with faintings, 5 5 
1b 
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jarmed us all: I thought her dead the third day, but 


being recovered by the applications and remedies uſed, 
the ſurgeon told us there was yet hopes, till the ninth. 
day, when he expected a criſis. He ſpoke much more 
confidently of her doing well, to the Marquis, who. 
was for ever aſking him what he thought of her ill. 
neſs. She may die, (ſaid he to him); but con- 
ſider, my lord, you are not out of danger yourſelf, un- 
leſs you moderate your concern; I hope my cares for, 
both of you will ſucceed. The Marquis thus judg - 
ing of her wound by his on, and finding himſelf out 
of danger, began to grow calmer, though his fears ſtill, 
continued. Heaven! (ſaid he, one day. as we were. 
alone) what muſt become of me if I loſe her; I ſhall. 
not be able to out-live her an hour !. I replied, that 


the goodneſs of heaven allowed us to hope for the beſt, 


eſpecially as ſhe was young, and that the ſurgeon did. 
. not apprehend her faintings were dangerous, But after. 
all (continued I) conſider, Sir, has not heaven the. 
diſpoſal of her, as well as of you and me? Suppoſe it. 
ſhould demand. your life, muſt you not. ſubmit, and. 


ſacrifice your birth, your youth, and all your hopes to 


the ſovereign will of God? Does not the ſame reſig- 
nation become you with reſpeC to your miſtreſs? Love. 
her, my dear Marquis; ſhe is too amiable and deſerv- 
ing not to juſtify your paſſion ; but conſider, you ought: 
to love God above all creatures, and that, without this, 
principle, you cannot be a good and an honeſt man. 
I concluded, with adviſing him, whatever reaſons we 
had to hope for a good iſſue, yet to. 1efleR,, there'was, 
a poſſibility of our being diſappointed, and, by pre pa- 
ring himſelf for the worlt, to arm himſelf to ſupport the. 
ſtroke of affliction. A. trial of this fort would ba- 
lance the exceſs of his paſſion, and render it ſuch as 
reaſon and religion might approve. He anſwered, he 
was deeply ſenfible of the truth of what I ſaid, but as 
he looked on the death of Diana, as the moſt dreadful 
of all evils, he found it impoſſible for him ſo much as 
to think of it with patience, the idea gave him fuch 
inexpreſible horror. He only hoped, that if 3 
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ſhould. puniſh him with fo cruel a diſaſter, and decreed 
he ſhould ſurvive the loſs, it would alſo give him that 
ſtrength to ſupport it, which he found he wanted, and. 
which could come from God alone. This anſwer, 
which ſhewed a good diſpoſition, and a ſenſe of religi- 
on, gave me great ſatisfaction. I aſſured him, heaven 
never refuſes us the neceſſary aids we humbly implore, 
but proportions its grace to the ſufferings and wants of 
which we complain, 

As the caſtle of Sierra now belonged to Donna Dia- 
na, we were in no kafte to leave it. I thought it pro- 
B to defer our return to Madrid, till the Marquis's 

ealth was a little better eſtabliſned, without reflecting 
on the riſque to which this ſtay expoſed him The 
ſituation of the two lovers, together with the preſence 
of her family, and my own, took away the lighteſt 
pretence of cenſure. I was impatient however, and 
uneaſy for the ninth day, which the ſurgeon had fixed 
as critical for Donna Diana It came at laſt, and ex. 
cept the faintings, which conflantly returned every time 
her wound was dreſſed, ſhe appeared to be no worle, 
The ſurgeon expreſſed great hopes, and aſſured us, 
that if her flrength held out beyond the thirteenth day, 
he would be anſwerable for a perfect cure. 

The evening of this remarkable day, I had gone 
down to the caftle gate, to take a little air. After a 
ſhort ſtay, as I was about to re enter, I heard the noiſe 
of horſes on the gallop; and looking round, I found it 
was Le Brun, who returned expreſs from Paris. He 
had ſtopt at our lodgings at Madrid, where Don Por- 
terra had taken horſe to conduct him to us. I gave them 
both directions to keep out of the Marquis's fight till [ 
had read my letters. For I looked on the arrival of Le 
Brun, and the Duke's anſwer, to be of the laſt conſe- 
quence, as matters now ſtood with us. | loft no time 
in opening the pacquet, in which I ſaw a letter for the 
Marquis incloſed in a looſe cover, in his father's hand. 
I made no ſcruple of reading it firſt: It was juſt what Tex- 
pected, that is to ſay, affectionate, and artful; giving room 
for hope, but granting nothing poſitive. The expreſſions 
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were theſe-z © My dear ſon may be aſſured that I never 
« will refuſe him what is abſolutely neceſſary for his 
« happineG, ſo that if your paſſion continue invincible 
you may depend on marrying Donna Diana. Lam. 
well pleaſed with the account I have received. of her 
character from Monſieur de Renoncour, as I have al- 
« ways preferred merit and birth to titles and riches. 
« But, my dear Marquis, you are yet young as well as 
your milixeſs; and as you have left France with a de- 
« fign of accompliſhing yourſelf by travelling, 1 think 
it would be better for you to finiſh your tour, which 
« a precipitate execution of your deſign would interrupt. 
This improvement will render yous more worthy of 
« the alliance you deſire, and ſecure you my conſent ; 


which, as 1 freely promiſe you on ſuch. eafy terms, 


„ hope you will comply with my intentions.“ The 
whole letter was turned with great addreſs, and, not- 
withſtanding the impatient ſprightlineſs of the Marquis's 
temper, I did not doubt but his father's mildneſs 
would gain him, and make the letter be received agree-- 
ably. I next broke up that directed to me, in which I 
found the Duke opened himſelf with greater confidence. 
He owned: to me, ' that he was not thoroughly- ſatisfied 
at his ſon's marriage with a ſtrange lady; that his let- 
ter on that ſubject had the more alarmed him, as he 
feared his, vivacity of temper might hurry him into 
haſty reſolutions. He added, that if Donna Diana an- 
ſwered the character 1 had given, he could not abſo- 
lutely diſapprove the match; and concluded thus; I 
leave you entirely maſter of this affair, and rely 
© wholly on your prudence. Try, if poſſible, to divert 
* my ſon's paſhan, and engage him to leave Spain; 
© but if gentle methods (for I forbid ſeverities) are to 
no purpoſe, and you find the thing impradt icable, I 
give you full powers, and ſhall approve whatever you 
do for my honour, and for my ſon's happineſs. 

I was equally charmed with the wiſdom and affection 
of the Duke for his ſon, as with the generous confidence 
he repoſed in me. I made ſome reflections on the 
manner I ſhould diſcharge my duty, and uſe the autho- 
rity 
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x MEMOIRS of @ 
rity granted me. In the extreme danger Donna Diana 
lay in, I believed I ran no great hazard in eaſing her mind 
by the pleaſing aſſurance of being united to her lover. 
If ſhe dies (faid I) it will be a conſolation to her, and at 
the ſame time a means of ſoftening the Marquis's deſpair, 
If ſhe recover, ſhe may perhaps be prevailed upon to con- 
ſent the Marquis ſhould finiſh his travels, which, if ſhe 
declined to do, I had it in my power to oblige her in all 
events. I ſaw beſides nothing new to obſtruct this al. 
liance: I reflected, Don Diego was of an antient family, 
that he had ſerved his prince in a diſtinguiſhed military 
character with honour, and that, (her virtues, merit 
and beauty. excepted, all which deſerved a crown) ſhe 
was now a very advantageous match in point of for. 
tune. Having therefore fixed on this reſolution, I put 
up my pacquet, and went directly to the Marquis's 
chamber. I bring you, Sir, (ſaid I) the news that Le 
Brun is juſt come from Paris, and has brought you this 
letter from the Duke, your father. He opened it with 
a ſurprizing eagerneſs, but when I thought him juſt going: 
to read it, he ſtopped ſhort in a kind of fright, to aſk me 
if I was not acquainted with the contents? Spare me, 
(cried he) the ftroke-I dread; and prevent my reading 
it, if it he contrary to my wiſhes. You may read it 
ſafely (returned I) you will find no harm is deſigned you. 
He looked it over ſeriouſly, and as he had a great deal 
of penetration, I obſerved he ſoon found with what view 
his father propoſed a delay: Yet at the ſame time he | 
ſeemed touched with the indulgence he expreſſed. I 
aſked him upon this, if he was yet diſſatisfied, and of what 
he could complain? I cannorjuilly (ſaid he) complain of 
my father, ſince he promiſes me his confent at laft, and I 
know him too well to ſuſpect his breaking his word. 
But why does he hope my paſſon will 'abate in that 
time, for I ſee it is that he truſts to? As I-have ſaid 
enough to convince him I am incapable of altering my 
ſentiments, why does he torment me to no purpoſe, by 
deferring my happineſs ſo long ? Sir, (replied L calmly) 
if you reflect that ſo early a marriage will deprive you 


of many advantages, yet neceſſary to complete your edu- 
cation, 
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cation, you will agree your father thinks juſtly, But 
this is no time to ſettle this point; your miſtreſs is in 
no condition to think of it at preſent. Let us conſider 
what to do.— Go (continued I, after ſome ſhort pauſe). 
my dear Marquis, and communicate to her the good 
news you have received; I hope it will contribute to 
her recovery. I even agree that you conceal from her, 
that there are any other delays to retard your mutual 
happineſs, than what proceed from her illneſs. The 
Marquis made no reply. I followed him to Donna 
Diana's room, whom we found perfectly compoſed. 
Seeing the Marquis, ſhe held out her hand ſmiling to 
him, for the late accident ſeemed to have improved their 
familiarity. Her eyes were fixed on him, full of that 
languiſhing vivacity which all the violence of her diſ- 
order could not extinguiſh. —She provented his ſpeak- 
ing, by ſaying with a weak voice, ** You find me, my _ 
dear Marquis, employed juſt now with a melancholy 
reflection. I fear my illneſs may alter the little beauty 
that pleaſed you, and that when I grow well you will 
regard me with indifference.” The Marquis 22 pus -53 
ed her, by replying tenderly, © Though your indiſ- 
poſition ſhould produce the effect you fear, Madam, it 
can never hinder my beholding you with the ſame fond- / 
neſs, I love you too paſſionately ever to ceaſe to love 
And though I received that fondneſs firſt at my eyes, I 
find it now rooted for ever in my heart. I bring you 
proofs of it, that will be happy for me, if they give you 
any ſatisfaction. Our hands ſhill be joined, whenever 
you. pleaſe, as inſeparably as our hearts. My father 
Pre his conſent, and approves our union. My ſervant 
as Juſt brought me the tranſporting news. 
But (continued he, kneeling by her bedſide) do you 
conſent, my charming Diana? Have you no objection 
to my felicity, and can you bleſs me without reluQ- 
ance? My fate is in your hands, and the happineſs of 
my life muſt depend on your deciſion.” P 

Love is a ſarprizing paſſion. In ſpite of all the pain 
and weakneſs this beautiful maid had undergone for 
ang days, methought this agreeable aſſurance gave her 
ne W. 
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new charms. Her cheeks were covered with a roſeate 
bluſh, and her eyes ſhed the ſweeteſt fire.—She an. 
| ſwered in a few words, but expreſſive of the tendereſt 
affection. I wiſh for life but to be your own, (ſaid 
ſhe, graſping the Marquis's hand); and I wifh for it no 
longer than you continue to love me !””—Fearing too 
much ſpeaking might hurt her, I in ed her, by 
confirming what the Marquis had told her, telling her [ 
had received orders from the Dake to the ſame purpoſe, 
and that I did not doubt but ſhe would be received at 
the court of France with the reſpect and admiration due 
to her virtues and her birth. The ſargeon, who en- 
tered ſoon after, ſeeming apprehenſive the interview, 
wy x be prejudicial, we all withdrew. 

on Diego had been already informed of Le Brun“ 
return, when we waited on him to inform him of the 
ſucceſs of his journey. At the fame time I revealed to 
him the Marquis's real name and quality. He ap- 
peared at once ſurpriſed and overjoyed, returning ba 
Marquis repeated thanks for the honour he did his fa- 
mily by the alliance he propoſed; The Marquis in re- 


turn embraced him fondly, calling him his dear father: 


The three brothers of Donna Diana had their ſhare in 
theſe endearments. An univerſal joy ſeem'd ſpread over 
the whole family: But, alas! it was deſtined to be of 
ſhort duration; or, rather, that ſhort interval of fati(- 
faQtion was intended to prepare us for the impending 
ſtroke! What avail all human precautions againſt the 
immutable will of the Almighty > Neither the remedies 
of art, nor the cares of love, nor our united prayers and 
tears were able to preſerve the life of Donna Diana 
Willingly would I ſuppreſs this unhappy part of my 
narration. What words can deſcribe ſo melancholy a 
ſcene, when I, whom ſuch repeated mis'ortunes ſhould 
have taught the language of grief, find myſelf at a loſs 
for expreſſions ? From whatever cauſe this difficulty ri- 
ſes, the adventure I am about to relate was the moſt un- 
bappy we met with in our travels, and that which put 
the Marquis's reſolution to the ſevereſt trial. 

We had gone to bed pretty late, with the moſt fa- 
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vourable hopes of Donna Diana's recovery. I believed 
the Marquis was fallen aſleep agreeably, and I went to 
reft myſelf, when I found myſelf rude!y wakened at 
once. Upon opening my eyes, I ſaw it was the ſur- 

„who came to tell me Donna Diana was Juſt ex- 
piring- What do you tell me? (ſaid I haſtily) She was 
ſo much better laſt night—He interrupted me by anſwer- 
ing plaimy. That he never thought well of her wound 
from the firſt, but that he had fome faint hopes, till this 
night,—You know (added he) I lie in the next room. 
About midnight, as I roſe to viſit her, I found her 17 
gone, and that ſhe was quite inſenſible. A cordial I 
adminiſtered brought her a little to herſelf, but with ſuch 
ſymptoms of approaching death, that I apprehend ſhe 
cannot hold out above two hours. I have called up 
her father and the chaplain, who are now at her bed- 
fide. As ſoon as ſhe had gone through her laſt devoti- 
one, ſhe intreated earneſtly to ſpeak to the Marquis. I 
own to you, Sir, I durſt not undertake a commiſſion I 
knew would be fo ungrateful to him. I rather choſe to 
addreſs myfelf to you. I loſt no time in riſing, and 


came near her bedſide, ſhe feebly afked me if I would 
not allow her the conſolation to ſee her dear Marquis 
before ſhe leſt the world? I anſwered her with tears 
I was juſt going to waken him, or rather to carry the 
ſentence of death in her lofs, In reality, upon leaving 
the chamber, I found myfelf in a terrible dilemma. 
When I reflected on the weak condition the Marquis 
was in, and the exceſs of his paſſion, I ſaw plainly I 
hazarded his life, by ſeeing his miſtreſs expire before his 
eyes: So that, however touched I was with Donna Di- 


ſhould give her a ſatisfadtion which might coſt me ſo. 
dear; for I confidered the Marquis'as my All Heaven 
aſtited me in this extremity, by inſpiring me with a ſud- 
den thought, which might give this unhappy couple all 
the ſatisf. ction they could now enjoy, and alſo ſerve to 
mitigate the deſpair of the Marquis ſor her death. With 
thb deſign, I proceeded directly to the Marquis's "_ 
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ber, whom I found awake. Sir, (ſaid I I come from 
Donna Diana, who appears worſe than ſhe was yeſter. 
day. She is deſirous to ſee you, and you cannot expreſ; 


too great a regard for one to whom you are ſo dear. 


will tell you more, I have received full power from the 
Duke, in a letter I have not ſhewn you, to regulate 
your marriage. I deſign you chat ſatisfaction this 


morning, for if Heaven thinks fit to deprive you of 


your dear Diana, it will be at leaſt a conſolation to you, 
that ſhe died your wife. The chaplain is ready; riſe Sir, 
if you pleaſe, and let us ſee that lovely maid. But let me 
conjure you, Sir, though I do not diſapprove your grief, 
to be maſter of your weakneſs on this occaſion. Reflect, 
vou have to do with Spaniards, who are the people of 
this world, who moſt admire greatneſs of ſoul, and who, 
conſequently, expect your courage anſwerable to your 
quality and birth. Remember, Sir, you have your fa- 
ther's dignity, and your own cha acer to ſupport ; and 
while 1 give you this mark of indulgence, ſpare me the 

ſhame of ſeeing you act otherwiſe than as you ought. 
The Marquis ſeemed ſtruck with this difcourſe, which 
was the diſpoſition I wiſhed him in. He dreſſed him- 
ſelf in a moment: by the way I repeated ſeveral times 
— No weakneſs, Sir! for Heaven's ſake, act like your- 
ſelf. We entered the chamber, where we found Donna 
Diana near her end ; but as ſhe retained her ſenſes per- 
fectly, ſhe perceived us. The Marquis ſoon judged, by 
the face of things, that ſhe was in the laſt article of 
ber life. He was going to kneel by the bed, when | 
topped him ſhort, and preſenting him by the hand to 
Don Diego, Behold Sir, (aid I) the only ſon of my 
Lord Duke of ** *, You are not unacquainted with his 
paſſion for your daughter. Allow them then, I conjure 
you, the melancholy ſa tisfaction of uniting themſelves 
by thoſe ſacred tyes, that death alone can diſſever. I 
alk this in the name of the Duke lus father. Don 
Diego replied, burſting into tears, that he granted my 
- requeſt as the greateſt honour his family could receive: 
All the audience appeared greatly moved. I deſire 
the chaplain to advance. Donda Diana had yet the 
| ftrength 


— 
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firength to hold out her hand to her dear lover. They 
mutually exchanged their faith, and rect ived the nup- 
tial benediction. 

[ know not what the reader will think, but the ſcene 
I deſcribe was ſuch as would have melted the moſt ſa- 
vage heart to pity. The Marquis continually held her 
hand between his own: He bcheld her dying pangs 
without uttering a word: Deſpair had made him 284 
leſs. Every ſigh ſhe gave was a ſtab to his heart! 


, Twice ſhe repeated, with a weak and broken voice, 
1 « Farewel, my deareſt M.rquis, and remember I die 
£ „you: wife!“ - Frequently ſhe made a faint effort to 
„ graſp his hand. Once ſhe turned towards me, and 
f looking to the Marquis's hand (aid, ** It is to you, Sir 
, I owe this obligation.“ I exborted them both to pa- 
1 tience, and ſubmiſſion to the will of Heaven ; but my 
5 own reſolution was only a ſhow, for I was every mo- 
nd ment forced to turn aſide to hide my tears. 
he Not to detain the reader with ſo afflicting a ſcene, 
| at length the amiable and unfortunate Liana breathed 
< her laſt.— ir, (ſaid I to the Marquis, catching him cloſe 
as in my arme, to prevent his hurting himſelf) your wiſe 
hes is dead; there is nothing now to do, but to recommend 
wel her to Heaven, and cheriſh her memory in yo-r heart, 
ans —He made no reply, but by ſtruggling violently to diſ- 
24 engage himſelf; but his ſtrength failed at once, and he 
by loſt all ſenſe and motion. Scoti and Briſſant aſſiſted me 
e of to bear him off to his apartment, after I had reſpe&- 
n | fully kiſſed the hand of Donna Diana, whom I was to 
d to ſee no more. Death ſeemed to have made no alteration 
my 0n her,” her paleneſs excepted ; ſhe reſembled a perſon 
his wearied, who was peacefully compoſed to ſleep. 
12 Had it been practicable, I would bave hurried the 
elves Marquis that moment a hundred leagues from Spain; 
4 but the condition he was in, made it too hazardous to 
Don expoſe him to the ſhock of ſuch a journey, for his wound 
Im yet confined him to an exact regimen, and to great pre- 
2 cautions: I choſe, therefore, to return to Madrid, Du- 
* nng theſe reflections, the Marquis came to himſelf. He 
— looked round him, and ſeeing we ſtood near him in ſuch 
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22 MEMOIRS F a 
a manner as might prevent the effects of his deſpair, he 
cried (lifting up his eyes with ſtrong emotion) O God 
ſha'l I not follow her? Muſt I live without her ? Ah ny 
dear papa why do you-hinder me to die? I ſat down 
on the bed, and taking hold of his hand, I ſaid, my 
dear Marquis, have you loft at once your reſolution, ſo 
far as to regard death as the only cure for your misfor. 
tunes? What is become of your reaſon and your good 
ſenſe ? My dear child (continued I) give me but a mo- 
ments attention. Reflect a little whom you complain 
of. It is of your dear wife, who ſeemed ſo pleaſed to 
carry that title to the grave, and who perhaps now 
views your tears with pity, as ſhe wiſhes only to ſee 
you happy ?—Is-it of your father, who has conſented 
with ſo much indulgence to all your defires? Is it of 
me, who love you as my only child, and have done all 
for you that the fondeſt affection and friendſhip can in- 
ſpire? Your ſorrows, Sir, come from the hand of hea. 
ven alone] Confider then if you can pretend to diſpute 
the ſovereign commands of your Creator, or deſpiſe his 
decrees, by refuſing the ſubmiſſion y ou owe Confider, 
by your deſpair you do no leſs than reproach him with 
juſtice l- hope you are incapable of fo terrible an 
impiety. You have been bred in religious principles 
Now is the time to put them in practice. Let u 
go then, (added I, embracing him! my amiable Mar. 
quis, let us bear our affliction like honeſt men and chril- 
tians! Let us mourn together the loſs of Diana; but 
let us at the ſame time adore the will of Heaven, ard, 
by ſo juſt and ſubmiſlive a reſignation, let us deſerve 

that conſolation that can only come from above. 

The Marquis did not give much attention to whit 
I faid, He lay with his head on the pillow, his eye, 
cloſe ſhut, but his cheeks bath'd in of tears. Hi 
hands, which I ſtill held, were every now and then 
convulſed with the violent agitation of his ſpirits. * You 
make me no reply, Sir (faid I, in a melancholy ton 
I ſee yon have loſt all friendſhip for me, and that yal 
go about to break my heert. He opened his eyes # 


this reproach, and faintly anſwered, - V ou know | oy 
| J 
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you-—But can you blame my deſpair ? What uſe can 1 
make of life, if you force me to keep it? If you pitied 
me, you would kill me: But grief will ſoon do it for 
you. -I then propoſed to him leaving the fatal place 
we were in, He replied, that all hings were now in- 
different to him, that wherever I carried him he 
would find a grave. I gladly took advantage of this 
diſpoſition ;- and leaving Scott to take care of him, I 
went directly to Don Diego, whom I found plunged in 
the deepeſt grief. I acquainted him, in a few words, 
with our reſolution of departing immediately for Ma · 
drid, and intreated he would let us bave his coach tor 
that purpoſe. I added, that the melancholy ſituation 
the Marquis was in, obliged me unwillingly to take this 
haſty meaſure, and prevented-our paying our laſt duties 
to his daughter; but I aſſured him, as ſoon as things 
were calmer, we would not fail to wait on him to aſſure 
him of our gratitude and eſteem, and convince him of 
our inviolable friendſhip and attachment. He offered 
to accompany me to the Marquis's chamber, but I in- 
treated him to decline a favour, that would only in- 
creaſe the Marquis's deſpair, and told him the preſence 
of his ſon was ſufficient. In the mean time, as the 
coach was getting ready, I returned to the Marquis, 
where I found my ſhort abſence had bred ſome diſor- 
der. Upon my leaving him, he had relapſed into an 
exceſs of rage, and could ſcarce be reſtrained from of- 
tering violence to himſelf. He would go to the cham- 
ber of his dear Diana, and expire by her fide. He ex- 
preſſed his grief in ſo lively and tender a manner, that 
he drew tears from all that were preſent. At fight of 
me he grew more compoſed. Come, Sir, (faid I) let 
us go and ſeek a more peaceful abode. I forced him 
to take ſome little refreſhment, but he continued obſti. 
nately ſilent till our departure. I got him at laft into 
the coach, and we reached our lodgings at Don Porter- 
125 in the evening. The reader will gueſs I had no 
very agreeable journey, and that I had enough to do 
to mitigate the Marquis's ſorrow. 
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of the Auſtrian line. He alſo conducted us to the tuo 
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At length my intreaties, joined to thoſe of the Count de 
Mancenez and other friends, prevailed on the Marquis 
to conſent to live; but when he gave me that aſſurance, 
he ſaid he engaged per for more than he could 

rform. I replied, that 1 depended on his promiſe, and 
hoped a great deal from his courage; that it was now ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould think of the re-eſtabliſhment of his 
health, in order to leave a country that had been ſo fa. 
tal to his repoſe. I promiſed him, for my part, I would 
never oppoſe his grief as long as it continued within due 
bounds, and that he ſhould always find in me a faithful 
and tender friend, to whom he might freely diſcloſe his 
heart. Heembraced me, ſaying, that ſince he had loft 
his dear Diana, I was all that he had left. I own this 
manner of comforting him, by ſharing his concern, ap- 
peared to me the ſafeſt method of cure; and indeed it 
ſucceeded better than ſerious lectures of morality, and 
ſtudied remonſtrances, for which he had no taſte. 

The Count de Mancenez had propoſed to me a jour. 
ney to the Eſcurial, where he had a relation amongſt 
the Monks who are of the order of St. Jerome. I hoped 
this little diverſion would help ſo far to diſſipate the | 
Marquis's grief, as to render him able to take leave of . 
our friends at Madrid with decency, and ſo proceed on 
our journey to Liſbon. The court was at this time re- : 
turned to Buen Retiro, which gave us the better oppor- 
tuuity to viſit the Eſcurial: We accordingly ſet out for q 
that celebrated place, the Count having diſpatched a 2 


ſervant before to give notice of our deſign. His kinſ- p 
man was procurator of the monaſtery of St. Lawrence. Ke 
We were ſenſible of the credit his poſt gave him, by gi 
the ſplendid entertainment we received. He was 4 — 
man of a ſprightly turn of humour, directed by good ne 
ſenſe. As the Count had given him a hint of the he 
Marquis's trouble, I perceived with pleaſure he took ge 
all ways to amuſe and pleaſe him, He ſhewed us the £ 
King's apartments, the great church, which is extreme- inf 
ly magnificent, and the chapel beneath the high altar, nift 
which contains the monuments of the Spaniſh monarcis the 

\ 
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libraries, where we obſerved ſeveral mon ks either read- 
ing or writing, whoall appeared very ſtudious. Our 
uide took care toinform us, there were few convents 
in Spain, where learning was ſo much honoured ; 
which he aſcribed to the care of providence, for the 
Superior General, he told us, was an ignorant, brutal 
man, who having no taſte for letters, or merit of his 
own; had an utter averſion and contempt for ſcience, 
and did all he could to diſcourage it. Iknow this (ſaid 
the ( ount de Mancenez) but he is old, and learnin 
has better hopes from the perſon whom the public 


points out for his ſucceſſor. His character (replied 


our guide) is as amiable as the other's is odious. He 
is a man of experience, who knows the world, and 


has acquired at the court of Rome all the Italian po- 


liteneſs, without diſſimulation; ſo that you ſee at 
once the openeſt ſincerity, with the moſt conſummate 
prudence. I expreſſed a curioſity to ſce a Monk of 
ſo ſingular a character. We had the pleaſure of his 
company to ſupper that evening, and his converſation 
fully bebe our expectations. I gladly do this 
jaſtice to the merit of Father Codranos, Sub- Prior of 
St. Lawrence. The Procurator gave us the characters 
of ſeveral other Monks who applied themſelves to 
letters, which I mall give the Reader in the ſame 
manner he delivered them. 
The firſt, (ſaid our guide) is Father Benito, a man of 
quality. His whole liphas been ſpent in ſtudy : Spain 
is over-run with his works. He is read in all ſciences ; 


a vaſt memory, an unwearied application; his tra- 


vels, his reſearches, and the number of his volames, 
gives him a diſtinguiſhed rank amongſt the Spaniſh 


writers; but in fact he wants diſ-ernment and correct- 


neſs; his ſtyle is bad, and his method worſe. In ſhort, 
he 15 a man who has a ſmattering of ſeveral langua- 
ges, who ſtudies hard, and writes a great many books. 
The perſon you ſee in yender corner (continued our 
informer) has undertaken a collection of all our Spa- 
niſh hiſtorians, His name is Father Quibetos; but fear 


the work is beyond his ſtrength. Indeed, if he were 
You, II. | © only 
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only to give the text of the ſeveral authors, as it lies in 
the MSS; or printed copies, he might be exact enough; 
but for critical diſſertations and remarks, or juſt ob- 
ſervations on the uſefulneſs and character of each hiſ- 
torian, or reconciling variations of time and place, 
nobody believes him capable of ſuch a taſk Howe- 
ver he may draw. great aſſiſtances from Father Telos, 
whom he has choſe for his aſſociate in the undertaking. 
Amongſtothers whom the f rocurator deſcribed to us, 
were, Father Ramnez, well ſkilled in the Fathers and 
eceleſiaſtical hiſtory, who has wrote ſeveral pieces that 
do honour to his merit; Father Vedro, eldeſt profeſſor 
of divinity, who has a good genius for ſmall eſſays ; 
Father Sipez, author of a celebrated hiſtory, which 
made the printer's fortune; a young man of fine ſenſe, 
and great learning, but a little too ſelf conceited : we 
had a. moment's converſation with him. He ſhowed 
tne ſome copies of French poetry, which he had ſet 
to. muſick, and ſaid they were his own productions. 
I had known them by heart above ten years; I con- 
ſidered this accident as a kind of literary Phenomenon. 
The Procurator next bid us obſerve two jolly Monks, 
who flood diſputing together near the window, proba- 
bly on ſome point of learning. The perſon you ſce 
(ſaid. be; with a-freſh coloured look, is Father Eraſ- 
mos, a man of a ſolid genius, and ready wit. He is 
employed in a conſiderable work, which he is fully 
capable of performing with credit. His humour is 
gay, his converſation lively and agreeable ; he is rea- 
dy and zealous to ſerve his friends: In ſhort, he has 
a,thouſand good qualities. On theother hand, would 
you know an artful cheat, a miſanthrope, an envious 
man, who hates all ſtudy, who is ſtupidly dull, and 
whoſe malice ſpares neither friend nor foe * *—Ha! 
ha! (ſaid 1, interrupting him) you mean the Monk 
that talks with him. Theſe are very oppoſiie charac- 
ters! Not at all (replied he 1 till mean the ſame man. 
Theſe contrarieties unite in Father Eraſmos. You 
need only ſee him at different times. Sometimes he 
is the perſon | deſcribed at firſt, the next moment you 

FEE ht, 
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would not know him again, one would imagine he 
had too different fouls which govern him by turns, 
You never ſee him but by halves, ſometimes as a man 
of ſenſe, ſometimes as a brute. His companion is 
Father Tilman, a man of ſenſe and learning; but as he 
has a weak head, his friends fear it may crack in the 
overcharging. In this manner the Procurator paſſed 
the Monks 1n reveiw before us, and the turn he gave 
his characters diverted us agreeably. I wrote down 
the heads of the converſation as they now ſtand: It 
will convince the Reader that the ſciences are not al- 
together neglected in Spain, and that the Eſcurial 
boaſts ſeveral men of worth and learning, many of 
whoſe names have eſcaped my remembrance. 

The Marquis was inſenſible of all the pains taken 
to divert him, He ſeemed to be deaf to all he heard, 
his thoughts were buried in the grave of his Diana! 
] took the liberty to rouſe him ſometimes out of his 
melanchaly reveries. He begged me to be eaſy, and 
aſſured me he was calm, beak ſighs and tears as of- 
ten betrayed him, in ſpite of his caution. We left 
the Eſcurial after three days ſtay. ' I thought of no- 
thing, on our return to Madrid, but to haſten the pre- 
parations for our approaching departure out of Spain. 
1 was for ſome time in doubt whether I ſhould diſcover 
myſelf to my paternal relations, who were ſettled in 
different parts of the kingdom, or at leaſt to one of 
them, wao had a poſt at court. I had often ſeenhim, 
without making myſelf known. I confidered at laſt 
that the Spaniards are haughty and- formal, which 
might make the affair tedious, and beſides I was in 
too much trouble for the Marquis to receive any plea- 
ſure from ſuch a ſtep; ſo that I reſolved to lay it aſide. 
gave orders to Scoti to get our baggage ready. With 


reſpect to our taking leave, I could have wiſhed 10 


have avoided ſeeing Don Diego, as I foreſaw the 
ſhock it would give the Marquis; but decency made 


the viſit ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that there was no ex- 


cuſe, We began with taking leave of the duke de 
Monalto, whom he had not ſeen, ſince he viſited the 
| — 9 Marquis 
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Marquis at Buen Retiro; but he had heard of all our 
misfortunes. He received the Marquis with great 
goodneſs, and took care not to ſay any thing that 
might renew his grief. He begged us to let him hear 
of us, and underſtanding we deſigned for Lisbon, he 
forced us to take letters of recommendation from him 
to ſeveral !ords of that court. We were already fur- 
niſhed with others of the ſame kind from Paris, tho' 
we intended to make no uſe of either, but in caſes of 
extremity. The Duke embraced us tenderly at part. 
ing, deſiring us always to conſider him as a real friend. 
We afterwards paid our laſt compliments to all the 
perſons of diſtinction with whom we were acquainted. 
1 put off till the laſt day our two important viſits : [ 
mean thoſe to the Count de Mancenez and Lon Diego, 
We began with the firſt, whom J had informed before. 
hand of our deſign. Our meeting occaſioned tears on 
both fides. Donna Eliza, who came to us, joined in 
our grief. We continued all filent for a conſiderable 
time: At laſt I recovered ſtrength enough to aſſure the 
Count and his fair fiſter, how greatly we were touched 
with their ſympathy, and the conſtancy of their friend- 
ſhip. They kept us'rodinner. The converſation fell 
often on the unhappy Donna Diana, an eternal ſource 
of tears: I ſound then that friendſhip is frequently 
xttended with as violent and tender emotions as love, 
We took leave of this amiable pair with unexpreſſible 
regret, and mutual proteſtations of a conſtant affecti 
on. The Count would bear us company to Don Die- 
go's, who waited for us. I he reader will diſpenſe 
with my deſcribing an interview, which 1 yet remem- 
ber with ſenſible grief. I broug't Lome the Marquis 
in a condition, that made me dubious if we ſhould be- 

in our journey the next day, as 1 had directed. 

Jowever as he grew better the next morning, and all 
things were ſettled, we ſet out very early in our chaiſe 
with poſt horſes, attended by (our ſervants, the illuſ- 
trious Briſſant having obtained leave from the Mar- 
quis to continue 1n his ſervice. 


BOOK 
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PON leaving Madrid behind us, I was like a 
man delivered at once from a heavy burthen. I 
breathed methonght a new air, and with great free. 
dom. I embraced the Marquis with a ſatis faction [ 
had not met with a long time; I aſked him if he was 
rot already ſenfible of ſome change, and if he did 
not think that diſtance would help to reſtore his peace 


of mind ? He anſwered with a figh, that ills like his 


required ſtronger remedies, that in vain he hoped for 
quiet by leaving Madrid, fince he carried every where 
in his boſom an idea that was a conſtant ſource of 
grief and uneaſineſs. Never hope (continued he) 
that I ſhall recover my former diſpoſition: I will 
live, ſince it is the pleaſure of Heaven, but I will 
live in melancholy; | find comfort in it, beyond all 
the joys upon earth. - My tears are my ſole delight, 
which nothing ſhall ever deprive me of enjoying. 

| ſaw it was no time to argue ſeriouſly with him, or 
pretend to cure him all at once. I contented myſelf 
with ſaying, that ] hoped time and his own reſoluti- 
on would produce a good effect, that l would never 
blame his grief while it continued moderate, and 
that it was but juſt he ſhould preſerve and cheriſh the 
memory of a lady, to whom he was ſo dear. The 
only adventure we met with on the road happened to 
us in a village near Placentia, where we had ſtopped 
to hie all night. Ihe Marquis took a fancy, while 
ſupper was getting ready, to walk abroad : His mu- 
ling, inſenſibly Jed him into a large wood that lay near 
the inn, where he imprudently engaged himſelf fo 
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far, that he loſt his way. As I grew apprehenſive of 
his ſtay, I cauſed ſearch to be made for him till night 
came on; but J could get no other ſatisfaction, than 
that he had been obſerved to enter the wood, but no- 
body ſaw him come out : I then began to be greatly 
alarmed, | cauſed fires to be made on ſ-veral eminen. 
ces, and ſent out above 20 peaſants b.longing to the 
village, who knew all the receſſes of the wood: At 
length, about miduight, after three or four hours 
mortal diſquictude. i had the pleaſure to ſee him 
come back on ho:ſeback, with two Spaniards of his 
own age. -— He begged I would excuſe his long ab. 
ſence, which was occaſioned by theſe two gentlemen 
who were with him. As he had loſt himſelf in the 
wood, they had, it ſeems, met with him, coming 
back from hunting, and as he intreated them to put 
him into the right way, they had civilly deceived him 
by carrying him to their caſtle, which lay on the o- 
ther fide of the wood, where they had kept him to 
ſupper. He added, that they would have obliging- 
ly detained him till morning, if he had not been ap- 
prehenſive of my uneaſineſs. I was fo glad to recover 
him, that | eafily forgot what had paſſed, The two 
Spaniards were perſons of diſtinction, who were 
charmed at this accidental meeting, and judging by 
our appearance and equipage, that we were not com- 
mon tr.vellers, they would fain have prevailed on us 
to ſtay a few days at their country ſeat, I was in too 
much haſte to get out of Spain, to agree to ſuch an 
invitation, though I received the compliment with 
reſpect. They Rayed with us till we ſet out the next 
day, and informed ys of certain particulars relating 
to the kingdom of Leon, in which Placentia lies. 
What I thought the -moſt extraordinary-was, their 
account of the great number of witches and ſorcerers 
in thoſe parts. As 1 don't pretend to warrant the 
truth of ſtories of this nature, I ſhall give the follow- 
ing relation of one of thoſe gentlemen in his own 


words, and leave it to the judgment of the readers. 
About 


* 
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About two months ago (ſaid that Cavalier) as I re 
turned from hunting, after a pretty ſucceſsful day, I 
paſſed through the wood where this gentleman was 
loſt. As the evening ſeemed commodious. for ſhoot- 
ing, L ordered my ſervant to wait for me at the en- 
rrance of the wood, and I got up intoa high tree, in 
hopes of killing a dear or a boar. Scarce had I plant- 
ed myſelf there a quarter of an hour, when I ſpied a 
large wolf, who ſtopped within 20 paces of me; hut 
juſt as [ was going to fire at him, I perceived he loſt 
his ſkin, and 1 could fee nothing but a man, who 
reſted at the foot of a tree, as if he were tired. 
Great as my ſurprize was, at this metamorphoſis, it 
redoubled, a moment after, on ſeeing another wolf 
arrive from the other fide of the wood, and after pul- 
ling off his coat, fit down to talk familiarly with his 
neighbour. My ſurprize then turned to fear, and. I 
believed they were two Demons, at leaſt that they 
were two wizards, As I knew theſe wretches are 
capable of the greateſt miſchief, I fat 8 
in my poſt, and covered myſelf as well as I coul 
with leaves. At laſt, after near an hour's diſcourſe, 


I ſaw them riſe, reſume their former figure with their 
: ſkins, and march towards the place where I knew 
N my ſervant waited with my dogs. I had that day 


with me four ſtrong hounds: Omſight of the animals, 
they broke from my man. and purſued: I ſoon found 
by their cries and the footman's, how the matter 
was; and, as I believed they would repaſs me, I 
loaded my fuſee with two balls, and was ready to re- 
ceive them, They both came immediately within ten 
paces of me, and I perceived I had ſhot one of them 
by his falling. I jumped quickly down, and found 


but durſt not come near him. My footman came up 
to me, and we were juſt going to kill the creature, 
without examining farther, purely for our own ſafe- 
ty; when ſecing his fate inevitable, he begged his 
life in a pitiful tone, calling me by my name. I 
made my footman ſtrip him of his covering, which 
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was faſtened with claſps beneath his belly, and I pre- 
ſently knew him to be a peaſant in my neighbout- 
hood. Wretch (ſaid 1) you deſerve death] What 
are you about, and where are you going ? He only 
replied, I had wounded him mortally, and begged ( 
would order him ſome relief: You ſhall firſt (ſaid J) 
diſcover to me the dreadful ſituation you are in, and by 
what means you aſſume the ſhape of a brute, while 
you are really a man? He anſwered, trembling, it was 
* a ſecret he had from his father, with ſeveral others as 
ſurpriſing, which he would reveal to me, if 1 would 
ſave his life. As he was not able to walk, I ordered 
my ſervant to carry him on his ſhoulders, to our caſtle, 
and followed with my dogs. s J entered the court, 
and called the ſervants, with an intention to ſecure him 
in a chamber, and have proper care taken of him; 
1 ſaw my foctman fall ſuddenly to the ground: I be- 
lieved at firſt he was tri:d with his weight, but as he 
quickly roſe, I found his burthen had ſudden]y van ſhed. 
What became of him I cannot tell; but this I can cer- 
tainly affirm, that the night was ſo clear, and the place 
ſo cloſe, that I ſhould have ſeen his eſcape, if it had 
not been ſupernatural. 

The Spaniſh cavalier aſſured us, with the ſolemneſt 
oaths, of the truth of this adventure. His companion 
added ſome others of his own knowledge, with the 
ſame detail of circumſtances, and equal proteſtations 
of veracity. They both affirmed nothing was more 
common in the neighbourhood of Placentia than to ſce 
ſudden ſtorms of thunder and hail in the ſereneſt wea- 
ther, or cattle dying by ſcores of uncommon diſorders, 
or men and women metamorphoſed into different kinds 
of animals, children changed in their cradle without 
any viſible cauſe, and nocturnal diabolical meetings, 
where the moſt ahominable impietics were tranſacted. 
There is ſcarce. a perſon (continued they) dies in 
health, but the body is taken freſh out of the grave, 
nay ſome are cariied off before their interment The 
Innkeeper, who waited on us, aſſured us, that the 


corpſe of his wife was miſſing before ſhe was put * 
er 
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coffin, and that three days after ſhe was found lying 
naked on a table, with her body opened, and all the 
vital parts taken out . 

1 own I am naturally incredulous with reſpect to 
events of this nature, ſo that, however good an opi- 
nion | had of theſe Spaniards, I looked upon their ac- 
counts as appcryphal, and could not help hinting m 
want of faith ina jeſting manner, They both — { 
ted their ſincerity, but without effect, when a freſh 
adventure convinced me, that this part of Spain was 
really ſubject to accidents of an uncommon nature. 

It was now about an hour paſt midnight, when we 
heard a loud knocking at the gate of the inn, As 
there was no chamber for the gueſts but that wherein 
we lay, which contained a long range of beds, the 
landlord came to beg we would allow room far a 
ſtranger cavalier, who had juſt alighted : We no ſoon-- 
er conſented, but we ſaw the cavalier enter: He ſeems. 
ed a man about thirty, well dreſſed, and had a gen- 
teel air; but was ſo pale and weak, that his ſervant 
was obliged to ſupport him +. e aſked our landlord, 
if there was nobody in tt village could bleed him. 
There happened to be a kind of a barber ſurgeon, who 
was ſent for immediately. \Ve made the gentleman 
a civil compliment on his illneſs. Ah gentlemen 
(cried he) 1 am not myſelf, my very blood is frozen 
at what I have ſ.en, which I ſhall never forget. We 
intreated him to let us know what had put him into 
ſuch a condition. He replied, with a ſigh, Scarce 
have I ftrength to inform you. I came from Talave- 
ra, with a agen to viſit the biſhop of Placentia, who 
is my uncle. About ten o'clock this evening I croſſed 
the neighbouring wood, in order to reach this inn, 
where 1 propoſed to reſt. I was perfectly acquainted 
with the road, which I have travelled often Near the 
centre of the wood, I heard terrible outcries, which 
ſeemed to be near, and in a woman's voice. Com- 

5 paſſion. 


+ Theſe witches were probably young praRitioners in ſurgery. 
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paſſion induced me to turn a little off from the way, 
to ſuccour the perſon. 1 ſoon perceived her alone, 
in an open ſpace of the wood. She came forward to 
me with frightful ſhrieks, her bair diſhevelled, her 
eyes wild, and all her actions furious; her mouth 
frothed with her agitation. Seeing her thus, and no 
body near her to moleſt her. I took her for a mad 
woman, ard was about to continue my journey; 
when falling on her kees, ſhe conjured me not to a- 
bandon her. What is the matter (ſaid 1) what do 
you complain of? I fee no one hurt you. Sir, (an- 
ſwered ſhe, trembling) I am undone if you leave me. 
How muſt I aſſiſt you? ſaid I. Only (returned ſhe) 
make a circle round me. I heſitated a moment, con- 
firmed in the notion that ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. But 
as ſhe renewed her intreaties with the utmoſt earneſt- 
neſs, I drew my ſword, and, without alighting, 
traced a circle on the ground about her. She appear- 
ed a little calm upon this: But good God! what a 
ſpectacle followed! Five men, monſtrouſly tall and 
frightful, iſſued from the thickeſt part of the wood, 
and ſuddenly ſeizing this miſerable creature, tore her 
in pieces before my eyes! Scarce had ſhe time to ut- 
ter ſome faint cries, that pierced me with horror! 
Nor was this all: One of thaſe infernal monſters gave 
me a violent ſtroke with a bloody Fenis, he held in 
his hand, faying with an aſtoniſhing voice 
Take that! and behold a remainder of the 
prey you wanted to take out of our hands. The 
ſame moment they all diſappeared. Both my ſervant 
and I fainted away at the ſight. Happily our 
horſes did. not ſtray. On recovering myſelf IJ was 
ſo weak, that it was two or three hours before | 
could remount my horſe, With ſome difficulty ! 
have got here, where you beho'd me as terrified as 
if I had the ſame ſcene I deſcribe to you, ſtill before 
my eyes. | 

All my incredulity could not reſiſt a fact fo imme. 
diate and well circumſtanced as this. The condition 


the 
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the Spaniard was in confirmed his recital. It is the 
only time that I ever found reaſon to believe the rea- 
lity of witches and magic. I cannot ſee how ſuch a 
ſtrange event can be reſolved by natural cauſes, and 
am perſuaded with all 7 1 (where the ſtory is well 
known) that it was an effect of the divine juſtice, and 
the malice of the Devil, to puniſh the unkappy 
wretch, who had deſerved this end by her crimes. 

We reached Liſbon three days after this accident :. 
We found ita large and beautiful city. We ſpent the 
firſt days of our arrival in viſiting the principal orna- 
ments and curioſities of the place. The inhabitants 
ſeemed to us more diligent and induſtrious than the 
Spaniards, Nothing can afford a more agreeable 
ſight than the great number of 75 that continual- 
ly cover the Tagus, for the whole length of the city, 
which lies along its bank for near two leagues. 
The ſtreets are ** and the houſes generally 
regularly built. The King's palace is an old ſtruc- 
ture, but ſpacious and grand. We had no difficulty 
in procuring acquaintance, The Portugueſe gentry 
are affable and courteous. The fourth day after our- 
arrival, the Marquis fell into company with the Mar- 
quis de Tardos, a nobleman of the court, related to 
the Count de Ericeira, celebrated in France for his- 
fine verſion of Boileau's Art of Poetry. We met with' 
bim walking on the banks of the Tagus, attended: 
only by a ſingle footman. {odging by our air that We 
were foreigners, he accoſted us out of curioſity, and, 
in leſs than an hour we grew well acquainted, As we 
came on foot, and his coach waited for him at the 
city gate, he would not part with us. We went with 
him to the play, The Prince, Don Emanuel; was on 


the age, ſurrounded by a circle of young people of 


diſtinct on. We approached his perſon, with the Mar- 
quis de Tardos, who belonged to his court: He did us 
the honour to enquire who we were. J heard him, and 
advancing reſpec fully, I told his highneſs that the Mar- 
quis was a French gentleman of the rl quality, whom I 
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at Liſbon, we had not yet paid him our duty; but that 
it was what we deſigned to do, as ſoon as poſſible. 
The Marquis, at the ſame time advancing, paid that 
Prince his reſpects with the beſt grace imaginable. I 
obſerved all the audience had their eyes upon him. The 
Prince obligingly replied : That he loved the French, 
and ſhould always be glad to ſee us, We ſtaid near 
him all the time of the repreſentation. He often 
looked attentively at the Marquis, and when he roſe 
to go away, he whiſpered the Marquis de Tardos to 
bring us with him to his apartment. We followed 
at the defire of this lord, .anc the compliments we re- 
ceived from that Prince's court made us admire the 
politeneſs of the Portugueſe. He no ſooner perceiv- 
ed us, but he made us a fign to come near him. He 
ſpoke to the Marquis with great goodneſs and eaſe. * 
He aſked us familiarly, what we thought of Portu- 
gal ?--If it exceeded France? --And if our Ladies were 
as gallant, as they were reported ? With ſeveral little 
queries of the ſame nature, which we anſwered in a 
manner that ſeemed to pleaſe him, He was very par- 
ticular in his enquiry about the Duke-Regent, and his 
illuſtrious family, and ſhowed us his picture, and that 
of the Dutcheſs of Berri, which were all well done. 
During this affable converſation, a gentleman of his 
bedchamber came to tell kim, that a Lady all in tears 
preſſed to have a moment's audience with his highneſs, 
but would not tell her name. I never refuſe audience, 
(faid the Prince ſmiling} I ake her into my cloſet, He 
left us, (promiſing to come back preſently) accom- 
panied only by Don Telez de Sylva, his favourite. 
In about a quarter of an hour, we heard it whiſpered 
in the anti-chamber, where we were, that the Prince 
who had quitted us in ſuch good humour had of a ſud- 
den altered his temper, and gone to bed without ſuf- 
fering any one to enter his chamber; that he was 
heard to ſigh in a doleful manner, and that there was 
no cauſe could be aſſigned for this change, but the audi- 
ence he had given to the unknown lady. This informa- 
tion obliged every one toretire, Various conjectures 
| Wee 
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were formed upon this accident, which was cleared 


ſecret in Portugal. f 
From the palace, the Marquis de Tordas carried us to 


an aſſembly. of ladies, held at the houſe of the Coun- 


teſs of Selſelas, where we were received with great civi- 
lities. 1 muſt ſay this fer the honour and advantage 
of my country, that the name and dreſs of a French- 
man is an introduction to the beſt company: I have 
experienced it more than once, Whether on this account 
or that of his perſonal gracefulneſs, I obſerved the Mar- 
quis ſo favourably regarded by the Portugueze ladies, 
that he ſeemed pleaſed with the diſtinftion. It was the 
firſt time I had ſeen him ſmile, ſince his misfortune, and 
Le new hopes from thence, that the variety of 

jets, and time, would at laft diſpel his grief. Such 
is human nature, that the mind, not being capable of 
an infinite thought, our paſſions, when once they ar- 
rive at the height, begin to diminiſh, and haſten to de- 
cay. The Marquis de Tordas kept us to ſupper, which 
I was pleaſed with on the Marquis's account, as it ſer- 
ved to divert him. I knew his character fo well, that 
I was much more afraid of the violence of his ſorrow, 
than its duration; ſo that my uneafineſs abated with 
his firſt tranſports, and I truſted to his natural temper to 
perfect his cure. 

I now reſolved he ſhould renew his ſtudies, which 
his wound and troubles had interrupted. He readily 
agreed to this propoſition, and went thro' thoſe parts 
of hiſto'y and geography he had learnt before: He 
made daily improvement in theſe articles, and gave 
me cauſe to admire his quick perception, and readineſs 
to learn. He ſeemed moſt pleaſed with thoſe lectures 
we read together, expreſſing often the advantage he 
found by them. When I read to myſelf (ſaid he) I own 
I gain new knowledge, but it is the knowledge of the 
head: My heart is unaffected with cold and lifeleſs 
characters. Whereas when we read together, I find 
myſelf affected with things, as if they were preſent. 

The voice, the manner in which you read, -the reflec- 
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tsons you make, or the conſequences you draw from 
the authors, with reſpe& to the any by” of life, all 
conſpire to give me the higheſt pleaſure, and join de. 
light with inſtruction. I felt a ſecret joy to hear him 
talk thus, which I concealed from him; and as I ſaw 
he had a juſt taſte for what was good, I took care to in- 
culcaie ſuch principles as were ſolid and plain, The 
adventure of Madrid had been of great ſervice to him, 
not only by fortify ing his heart againſt the attacks of 
love, but by giving him that experience at once, which 
is ſometimes the labour of years to acquire. All his 
actions were more thoughtful and prudent, and his air 
more ſerious and compoſed : | ſometimes told him his 
misfortune had made him twenty years older. If it has 
made me Wiſer (replied he) it is ſome ad vantage 
tho” it has coſt me dear: My firſt defign in this work, 
was to have faithfully related our converſations, either 
on morals or learning, as they paſſcd; by which means 
I thought this hiſtory might become more uſeful to 
youth. But my friends, whom I conſulted, have diſ. 
ſuaded me from this method. The publick has no 
taſte for precepts delivered in ſo formal a manner, I ſhall 
therefore continue, as I have done, only to throw in 
ach refleQions as naturally ariſe from the circumſtances 
themſelves. It is not a treatiſe of morality, but a hiſ- 
tory I write. I reſume. then a relation, in which I had 

an equal concern with the Marquis himſelf, 
The melancholy of the prince Don Emanuel conti. 
nued, and became the ſubject of all converſation at Lil- 
bon. Every one was curious to know what could occa- 
fion uneaſineſs to a Prince fo beloved and happy as he 
was. We waited next day at his levee, but the or- 
der in general was, that the Prince ſaw ne company. 
Not one of his court was admitted but Don Tellez de 
Sylva, ſecond ſon of the Count de Tarouca, the Prince's 
favourite. The Marquis de Tordas gave us an invita- 
tion, with ſome other friends, to ſup with him that 
evening at a country ſeat of his on the ſea. ſhore, about 
two leagues below Liſbon: We all engaged 8 be 
ere. 
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there. As we were ſtrangers, and had no equipage, 


the Marquis called for us in his coach, and we arrived 
in good time at Lereda, which was the name of his 
villa, We ſpent the remainder of the day in walking 
in the gardens and woods adjacent, *till about ten in the 
evening, when we were called to ſupper. Our deſign 
was to return to Liſbon before day ; but if providence 
had not protected us we had run the riſque of our li- 
berty or our lives: The reader will judge this from 
what happened to us. The moon was fo bright, that 
we ſcarce needed candles. We had been at table a- 
bout two hours, when we heard the gate of the court 
clapped to with great violence, and the noiſe of ſeveral 
men, who called to each other, Quick ! puſh forward 
diſpatch ! Our ſervants who obſerved them from the 
hall, fearing, as we lay ſo near the fea, ſome danger, 
took care to ſecure the doors of the houſe. This pre- 
caution was the more prudent, as theſe fellows appeared 
well arm'd. We roſe from table, to take a better view 
of them, and confider what was proper to do. I he 
windows of the lower apartments were all grated, ſo 
that they could not eaſily be forced. We were ſeven in 
company, and had with us about fifteen ſervants, but 
we had no arms. To increaſe our apprehenfions, Briſ- 
ſant came to tell me we were in the utmoſt danger, that 
he knew by their arms they were pyrates, and that he 
was greatly miſtaken if Andredi was not amongſt them. 
The name of that villain ſtruck me with horror, as I 
remembered the deſcriptions Briſſant had given of his 
cruelty: The fear I was in for the Marquis made me 
propoſe co the company our eſcaping by the garden- 
gate; but he was the firſt to make anſwer, that it was 
a ſhame to fly, and that we ought to defend the houſe 
cf the Marquis de Tordas ſrom all inſult. He had ſcarce 
ſpoke, when the pyrates, who had barricaded the gate 
of the court, advanced to the houſe, and boldiy demand- 
ed entrance. I ventured to open the window, and put. 
ung out my head, 1 told them as briſkly, to take care 


- What they did, for we were able within to defend our- 


lelves. Andredi (for it was he in perſon) anſwered me 
ſabmiſ. 
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ſubmiſſively, that, ſo far from having any ill intention, 
he only begg'd a refuge, or at leaſt a free paſſage —. 
His confuſion, and the precipitation With which I had 
feen his followers ſhut the gate, gave me a notion they 
were purſued. This emboldened me. 
ſelves (cry'd I) as you can, for depend upon it you 
ſhall have no admiſſion here. 
when we heard the noiſe of ſeveral horſemen at the gate, 


MEMOIRS # 


Save your. 


I had ſcarcely ſpoken, 


and in a moment it was broke open by main force. 


Thirty troopers entered with their piſtols in their hands, 
The pyrates ſeeing themſelves over-match'd, and no 
way to eſcape, threw down their arms, begging quar- 
They were immediately ſeiz'd and chain'd. We 
then opened the door to the commanding officer, who 
civilly begged our excuſe for the diſturbance he h d oc- 
He informed us, briefly, that he had been 
out for two days at the head of a hundred horle, to 
watch a bark whoſe crew had made ſeveral deſcents on 
the coalt, and carried off a conſiderable booty; and per. 
ceiving her by moon light anchor near the ſhore, he 
had laid an ambuſcade to obſerve their motions. He 
perceived them land to the number of thirty or forty, 
and take their road directly to the villa where we were, 
no doubt with a view to maſſacre and pillage ; but as 
ſoon as they had got a little way, he cut off their re- 
treat; ſo that ſeeing themſelves overpower'd, and un- 
able to regain their veſſel, they had betaken themſelves 
to flight, which obliged him to detach ſeveral partie: in 
purſuit of them, who, he doubted not, had ſucceeded, 
as well as he had done with thoſe who had diſturbed us. 
He added, that he was going to finiſh the enterprize, 
by trying to ſeize the bark, for which he had laid a 
ſcheme. He concluded with deſiring the Marquis de 
Tordas to allow the priſoners might be guarded in the 
court, and taking only Wo with him, together with two 
and twenty of his troop diſmounted, he returned to the 


ter: 


caſioned. 


ſea ſide to put the ſcheme in execution. 


The reader will imagine the curioſity the Marquis 
and I had of ſeeing and ſpeaking to Andredi. 
8 company 


The 
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company ſat down again to table; I had him brought 
into the hall, bound as he was, and placed on a chair. 
— Well (ſaid I) bold Andredi, your exploits are now at 
an end, and the hero is no more! You ſcarcely expected 
this evening to be in ſuch good company. He appeared 
ſurpriſed at hearing his own name, and look'd down 
without ſpeaking a word. I then called Brifſant to come 
and renew his acquaintance with his old friend : He 
came farward trembling. Andredi preſently knew him 
again, and upbraided him with being the cauſe of his 
ruin. I deſired him not to accuſe him: He knew no- 
thing (ſaid I of your being ſo near Liſbon ; but tho' he 
had contributed towards your being taken, it would have 
been but a ſlight reparation for the crimes you have 
forced him to commit. The inſolent pyrate, fired at 
the reproach, flew out into violent invectives againſt Briſ- 
ſant, who, a3 he affirm'd, had the greateſt ſhare in their 
joint barbarities. However that be, (reply'd I) he has 
renounced them voluntarily, whereas you have perſiſted 
in your crimes to the laſt. But (added I) if you will 
give the company a faithful account of yourſeif, I en- 
gage theſe gentlemen ſhall uſe their intereſt to moderate 
the rigour of juſtice. The Marquis de Tordas and his 
friends confirmed this promiſe, but we could not draw 
a word of confeſſion from him. I then defired Briſſant 
to repeat what he knew, which he did at full length, 
and with many circumſtances we had not heard before. 
Doring the relation the reſt of the Portugueſe troopers 
arrived, with twenty-two pyrates (ound, whom they 
brought here, according to the direction of their officer, 


who in a ſhort time returned himſelf with a new booty, 


which had coſt him little trouble. He deſired our leave 
to come in, and we were ſurprized to ſee him enter with 
a dozen women very ill drefled ; but ſome of whom ap- 
peared by their air to be above the vulgar. There was 
one in particular, remarkable for her ſhape and beauty. 
The officer informed us, that his ſtratagem had ſucceed- 
ed to his wiſh, Tae ſmall number of pyrates left a 
board, took his troop for their companions, ſo that he 
ealily made himſelf maſter of the veilel, where he found 
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a conſiderabie treaſure in money and plate, which he 
left till morning under a ſure guard That he took 
theſe women at firſt for infamous wretches, who lived 
willingly with the pyrates, and ſhare their crimes, but 
they had foon undeceived him, by begging him to put 
an end to their milery and ſhame. Paeſe unh:ppy 
creatures had been carried of by force from fever] 
parts, and obliged to ſerve the brutality of theſe villairs, 
She who appeared the moſt beautiful burſt into tears at 
the officer's naming her, Which moved us extremely, 
The Marquis de Tordas made her fic down with her 
companions, and ordered a refreſhment to be brouzh; 
in to them. As it was too late to conduct the priſoners 
to town, th<y were guarded: in the court till it was day. 
We made the officer fit down wuh us at table, and did 
not riſe till morning The dejected mourner would tafle 
nothing, but we at laft prevailed on her to let us know 
her hiſtory, which ſhe did, intermingling tears with her 
words, in this manner. 
Allow me (ſaid ſhe) gentlemen to conceal my name, 
it is a duty I owe my afflicted parents, I was born at 
Antibes in France, of a noble and rich family, My 
fortune, my birth and education, all promiſed me a 
happy deſtiny: Love was going to crown my felici- 
ty by a marriage ſuitable tomy inclirations. From 
this bleſt ſituation (contin cd the pointing to the py 
rates) was I hurried : t o ce by theſe monſters, and 
« plunged into the dep'h of infamy. My marriage 
« was fixed to be in five days, when my lover one 
© evening p evailed-on me to take a walk out of the 
* town. As this is cultomary with us, I made no dift- 
4 culty of confenting ; wholly taken up with our mutu- 
& al tenderneſe, we wandet'd inſenſibly, till we perceive 
« by the darkneſs, it wastime for us to think of reiun- 
© ing But as we came near the town, into the high 
„ road, four men well armed flarted up juſt before us, 
and ſtopp'd us by preſenting their piltols, My young 
e lover who was brave and paihor a e, did not reflect on 
« hs own danger from the inequality of the match. 
He had ſcarce drawn his ſword, when he was = 
* thro- 


— nnn n nnn 1 « as em 1 - n 


—_— a hdd * 


Man of Quart: 43 


*« thro' the head before my eyes. Happy for me! if I 


had periſhed in the ſame manner; I thought myſelf 
dead, but it was only a ſwoon, In this condition L 
'« was carried on board, but what were my cries, when 
upon recovering an hour after, I found myſelf in the 
arms of the curſt Andredi, who had already at the ex- 
k pence of my honour, ſatisfied his wicked defires. 
« Spare me a remembrance, that covers me with ſhame 
„end deſpair. The villain not contented with this in- 
„jury had the barbarity to inſult me, by telling me in a 
jeſting manner, that he was my huſband. Monſter 
« (cried I) you ſhall not long carry that name. I flew 
„upon him to ſtrangle him or tear out his eyes. But 
my weak neſs was too great to ſecond my rage, and I 
« was ſoon prevented. I was forced to yield to my cruel 
fortune, and be the miſtreſs of Andredi For three 
© months I have lived in this dreadful character, and been 
an eye witneſs of the abominable crimes, they have 
*i eyely where committed. Not a day has pailed with- 
* out blood ard tears! Andredi however treats me 
* with reſpect. I am conſidered as their queen by theſe 
« wretches, and in this mort happy than my compant- 
ons, that I am not expoſed to the brutality of the 
whole troop - Feeble conſolation! In vain I prayed 
* for death a thouſand times, while religion reſtrained 
my hand: Ncw my liberty is reſtored, I ſhall em- 
* ploy the remainder of my life in weeping my misfor- 
tunes, and hiding myſeif for ever from the world.” 
We heard this ſtory with great etaotion, and gave 
this charming ſufferer all the comfort we could. The 
Marquis de Tordas and his friends, promiſed her to em- 
ploy all their credit to procure her a retreat in ſome 
convent, where ſhe miglit lead a quiet life, and forget 
her gricf, Her companions alſo related their ſtories, in 
u hich there was nothing particular, but the cruelty and 
barba ity of their raviſhers. Theſe wretches had com- 
mitted {uch horrible extravagances, that they might be 
reckoned monſters of their kind. Their puniſnmen was 
now at had. They were c.rried that morning to Lif- 
bon, and two days after e. ecuted different ways. The 
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King offered to build a convent for the women with a 
part of the riches found in the pyrates veſſel. But x; 
they reſolved together to retire to their own country 
where their (hame was not known; the King granted 
each of them that liberty, with a ſufficient ſum to de. 
fray their expences, and provide for themſelves, 

The noiſe of our adventure, and the riſque we had 
run, made us known to all the town in a week's time, 
The Prince Don Emanuel, notwithſtanding his melan. 
choly, would hear the affair from ourſelves. We were 
introduced by the Marquis de Tordas. The P:ince was 
in his night gown attended only by Don Tellez de $yl. 
va. His grief was viſible in his face and eyes When 
we had fimiſhed the recital of our adventure, the Mar- 
quis de Tordas took the liberty of expreſſing his concern 
to fee his Highneſs in ſuch 2Miction. My dear Tordas 
* the Prince) my grief can never equal my loss; 

n ſhunning the fight of mankind, I cannot ſhun myſelt; 

nor exclude thoſe melancholy ideas, that deſtroy my 
peace and happineſs. Is it poſſible, my prince (anſver- 
ed the Marquis) that at your age, in ſo exalted a rank, 
and poſſeſſed of ſuch amiable virtues, you ſhould krow 
what misfortune is, othe- wiſe than in theory? Who 
would believe the Prince o! Portugal can be unhappy, 
or that he fears to be ſo always! My birth (interrupted 
the Prince) is an aggravation of my trouble, Were! 
leſs known, I could indulge my affliction with freedem: 
1 ſhould have the comfort to weep unobſerved ; but the 
vain rules of decency and grandeur oblige me to con- 
ceal even the ſubject of my anguiſh, He ſhed a fey 
tears, as he ſpoke theſe words, which he quickly wi. 
ped off, and turning to the Marquis de Roſemont, he 
aſked him, what he thought of his weakneſs : and whit 
he would ſay of it, when he returned to France? The 
Marquis made him a genteel reply. Scon after be reti 
red into his cloſet. Lon Tellez de Sylva only dating o 
follow him. 

The ſadneſs of the Prince was contagions to the Mar. 
quis, I obſerved it that evening by his air and manner. 
He ſpoke little at ſupper. But bis ſilence and 1 (1g6s 

e 


Man of QuaLirTy. 45 


ſhew'd the agitation of his heart. I affected to talk 
of indifferent matters without taking notice of it, per- 
ſuaded that oppoſition fignifed little. I only preſſed 
him to drink a little more than ordinary of a delicious 
wine, which had been ſent us by the Marquis de Tordas. 
He retired to his chamber at his uſual hour, I went 
{oon after to my own, Which lay next his, from whence 
1 heard him ſigh and weep bitterly, I liſtened attentive- 
y to hear his complaints, and found he addreſſed them to 
his dear Diana, as if ſhe were preſent. I was greatly 
diſappointed to find his paſſion ſo ſtrong, when I thought 
it ſo near an end. Curioſity led me to ſteal ſofily to his 
door to obſerve him more narrowly. He leaned upon 
an arm'd chair near a table on which ſtood two candles : 
A little box he had brcught from Madrid, of which 
never ſulpecled the uſe, lay before him open. I ſaw 
him take out of it ſucceſſively ſeveral toys, which after 
kiſling tenderly, he placed along the table. I heſe were 
a woman's hat of black velvet laced with gold, filk 


ſtockings, ribbands, necklaces, ear rings, bracelets, 
H gloves, fans, and other trifles of the ſame ſort: But 
W what increaſed my 1 was a large picture he took 
10 out laſt of all, which 1 judged to be that of Donna Di- 
y, ana, He held it a conſiderable time in the deepeſt me- 
ed lancholy. I could not comprehend how he had procu- 
J red theſe ſud memorials ot his miſtreſs, and at firſt ſuſpec- 
D ted the Count de Mancenez Hon ever, as this could not 
the be done without the knowledge of ſome of his ſervants, 
an. | had them called up one by one to my room, where 1 
fey ſtrictly examined them on this head. Le Brun and Deſ- 
ne champs pr teſted their ignorance. Briſſant, who was in 
he the ſeci et, began to equivocate, but I threatened him 
bet ſo hard that at laſt he confeſs'd all. It ſeems, during 
[ he our journey to the Eſcurial, the Marquis had commiſh- 
reti oned him to purchaſe at any rate, Donna Diana 's cloaths, 
8 ⁰ and that ke had bought of her chamber maid even her 
gowns and linen. He further told me, that ever ſince, 
Har. the Marquis had worn her ſhifts, which he had got alter d 
pets for that end, and that her gowns were metamorpho- 
790 {ed into waiſtcoats and a night gown, which he wore in 
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46 MEMOIRS of-a 
the morning. The picture, he ſaid, his maſter, with ſome 


difficulty, had obtain'd from Donna Eliſa, who had parted 


with it to oblige him, I held up my hands with admi. 
ration at this recital. I reproved Briſſant for doing his 
maſter ſo bad a piece of ſervice, without my know. 


ledge; who reply'd, that he could not refuſe obeying 


his commands; and when he objeded my diſpleaſure, 
that his maſter aſſured him I ſhould know nothing of the 
matter, or if I did, I could not diſapprove it, for I had 
done much more myſelf on the loſs of my wife. 1 an- 
{we:*d Briſſant, he had no way to excuſe his fault to me, 
but by repairing the miſchief he had done: For this end, 
J told him it was neceſſary he ſhould employ his wit to 
ſteal, this uſeleſs equipage from the Marquis, ſo as he 
might not know how he loſt it ; and: for his encourage- 
ment I promiſed him, if he ſucceeded, ten piſtoles. Briſ- 
fant accepted the offer, and engag'd to undertake it, tho 
in the ſequel the attempt coſt him pretty dear. I returned 
to the door of the Marquis's chamber, where I made 
noiſe enough to alarm him from his amuſement. On his 


opening to me, I found he had lock'd up his treafure, 


and I ftay'd by him till I ſaw him aſleep. 

We had ſcarce riſen the next day, which was the 
firſt of November, when one of the Prince's gentlemen 
came to tell the Marquis and me that his Highneſs de- 
fir'd to ſee us. We went to the palace immediately, 
where we found him ſtill in bed. He order'd us to fit 
near his bed · ſide, and having bid his attendance retire, 
he ſpoke thus You hardly will believe, gentlemen, the 
propoſal I am going to make you; but as ſtrange as it 
may appear, I flatter myſelf with your conſent. Here 
he ſtopp'd a moment, which gave the Marquis time to 
anſwer, that as his highneſs was incapable of aſkirg of 
us any thing unjuſt, ſo we knew our duty and reſpett 
too well 10 l in our obedience, It is not your obe- 
dience (reply*d the Prince) I require, it is y our friend- 
ſhip and compaſſion. You ſee me loſt in grief, my lite 
is become unſupportable, and I find the object of my 
deſpair ſo freſh, that I am reſolved to leave Portugal for 
ſome time: The Count de Tarouca, my * s am- 
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baſſador at the Hague, is one in whom I have an entire 


ccnkidence. I -dengn' to begin my travels by Holland: 
Don Tellez de Sylva his ſon, has conſented to go with me, 
and is the only Portugueze I have let into the ſecret of 


my departure. I took this reſolution yeſterday, and 


hope you will agree to bear me company. As you in- 
tend on leaving Liſbon to viſit England, Holland is not 
moch out of your way. What ſay yon to my project, 
and will you grant my requeſt? You may judge of my 
elle em and, confidence in you both, by what I now de- 
ſire of you.“ | 
The Marquis look'd attentively at me all this time, 
and I gave him a fign which he underſtood : He anſwer'd 
the Prince reſpectfully, That we were highly ſenſible 
of the honour he did us, and ready to attend him, where- 
eve he would allow us to wait on him. We engaged 
our word to be ready at an hour's warning. He gave 
us ſome cautions how to behave ſo as to prevent ſuſpi- 
cion, - and charged us to communicate the matter pri- 
vazely to Don Tellez, and act in concert with him in 
taking proper meaſures for the execution of our deſign. 
We met this nobleman, at our leaving the Prince, who 
laluted us as we paſſed, We told him what had hap- 


jer'd, with which he ſeem'd well pleaſed, and he tool 
us back with him to the Prince's apartment. He ſeem d 


a little ſurpriſed at our ſudden return, and aſked Don 


Tellez earneſtly if he brought good news? The beſt: 
in the world, reply'd-that nobleman, we ſhall be at ſea 
in ſour days if your Highneſs pleaſes. He then told us, 
chat he could not find a Dutch ſhip ready to ſail ; but 
that he had ſpoke: to the maſter of an Engliſh veſſel 
from Conſtantinople, that had put into Lisbon for re- 


ireſhment, and was clear to fail with the firſt wind ; ſo 


that the Captain on promiſe of a conſiderable ſum had 
engaged to land us at the Brill. The Prince embraced 


Don Tellez, highly ſatisfied with this account: He 


ſeemed earneſt to be gone, intreating us to haſten our 


Pleparations, and charging Don Tellez with the care 
of his o-w] n. 1 45 0 
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Altho' ſo ſudden a departure deprived us of a better 
knowledge of the Portugueze court, yet I did not repent 
our engagements with the Prince. Beſides the honour | 
of accompanying him, 1 looked on it as an advantage 
to get the Marquis out of Spain. What ſhould I have 
thought, if I could have foreſeen the happineſs which 
waited for me in Holland, and which 1 ſhould have 
miſſed if I had ſtaid longer in Portugal. Ihe reader 
will ſoon ſee me in one cf thoſe happy ſituations, that [ 
have ſo ſeldom experienced in my life. A fituation that 
has coſt me dear in the end, for fortune has never kept 
any meaſures in her conduct to me. But the laſt misfor. 
tune was a neceſſary one, Which no human precaution 
could avert, whereas the joy that preceded, depended 
on my accidental meeting with this ſhip, and my ſpeedy 
arrival in Holland, This will appear in the ſequel of 
theſe Memoirs. | | 

On the evening of the third of November, Don Teller 
gave us notice we were to ſail next day. The Prince, 
to conceal, his departure, had given out he deſigned 0 
hunt next morning, and appointed only Don Tellez and 
two ſootmen to attend him. He left Lisbon early in a 
riding dreſs, and took the road to Belem, where a boat 
attended to take him aboard the Engliſh ſhip. We were 
all embarked by the dawn, and as the wind favoured us, 
we crowded fail to get out of the harbour. We were 
no ſooner at ſea than the misfortune happene 10 


Briſſant, which I have promiſed to relate. He had com. 


municated to Le Hrun ard Deſchamps the direction! 
had given him to ſteal the Marquis's box, with all the 
things belonging to his miſtreſs, which he fo carefully 
treaſured up. As our embarkation ſeemed a good op- 
portunity for the theſt, they had all three agreed to ſel 
the effects and ſhare the 5 ofits, knowing 1 would ſup- 
port them in what they did, and they contrived when the 


arquis ſhould diſcover his loſs, to ſay that they had ur- 
luckily left the box with the other cloaths, in a port- 
mantua, which was forgot at Lisbon. About noon the 
Marquis orderd Briſſant to bring bim his night gown. 
After pretending to ſearch for it a good while to no pu 


pole, 


noon was ſerene, and the air a 
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poſe, he came back to his maſter with the premedita- 
ted anſwer. The Marquis who knew I had entruſted 
him with the care of ſhipping our baggage, and conſe- 
quently that the Iofs was owing to him, flew into a 
violent paſſion, and giving way to his reſentment, took 
up a pointed inftrument that lay near him, to ſtrike 
Briſſant, whom he purſued with it upon deck, where 
I happened to fit reading. I roſe in haſte to ſtop the 
Marquis, who ſeeing my intent, hurled the fork at 
Briffant, in whoſe ſhoulder it tuck. His fright, join- 
ed with the wound, made him fall over-board. This 
accident gave me a ſtrong proof of the Marquis's ex- 
cellent diſpoſition, Scarce had he ſeen the fall, when 
his anger turned into pity and concern. What have 
I done (cried he) poor Briſfant will be drowned !'I 
know not if his ſkill in fwimmiag would not have in- 


duced him to jump in to reſcue him, but I prevented 


his coming near the ſide of the ſhip, and I offered the 
failors ten piſtoles to fave Briſſant, which was done 
in a moment. He kept his bed for it three weeks, 
and when he was well, I paid him his ten piſtoles 
which he had pretty well deſerved. 

The prince of Portugal, upon our coming on board, 
had gone to bed, and continued aſleep till the evening; 
Don Tellez de Sylva was employed in writing in the 
grand cabbin appropriated to the prince's uſe; and I 
was returned to my book, which Briflant's adventure 
had made me lay aſide, till I ſaw p care taken 


of him, and giv the Marquis a gentle reproof for 
It wa 


s about four a clock. The after- 
eable, when we 
were ſtruck with an unexpected fight, We ſaw a Turk 
come out of 4 cabbin, that lay at the prow, wieh a 


his paſſion. 


carpet on his ſhoulder and ſome cuſhions, which he 


laid on the deck; another Turk, in a better dreſs, fol- 
lowed him from the ſame place, leading two youn 
people of the ſame nation, in magnificent habits, af- 
ter whom came two Turkiſh women. This little pro- 
ceſhon advanced towards the carpet; the two youn 
Turks placed themſelves the cuſhions, and the _ 
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took their places at a diſtance on the carpet. We be. 
held them for ſome time ſilently. The garb I had my. 
ſelf worn ſo long, and the. reaſons I had to love it, 
brought my paſt adventures full in my view, and threw 
me into a deep reverie. The Marquis drew me out of 
it, by pulling my arm, and telling me, that the ſightof 
theſe Turks had made me very thoughtful. I anſwe ed 
him, that my long abode in that country made the 
- fight of that nation pleaſing to me, as it was natural. 
propoſed. to him to go to the end of the ſhip, and try 
to form an acquaintance with theſe ftrangers. In this 
view, we croſſed a great many ropes and tackling, and 
the nearer we approached, the more we diſcovered 
the beauty of the two young Turks. The eldeſt ap- 
ared about twenty, of a ſtrong and healthy make: 
The other ſeemed about fourteen, all the ſofteſt 
charms of youth were painted in his face, and his 
air and ſhape were inchanting. The two men and 
the two women we took to be their domeſticks. 
I ſaluted them in their own language, which I had 
not yet forgot. They roſe up and bowed in their man- 
ner, and the eldeſt anſwered me with greatcivility : we 
ſat down by them, I aſked them if they knew no other 
language but their own, they replied in the negative. 
I bid the Marquis have patience at our converſation, 
and be content with the pleaſure of ſeeing them, while 
I continued-to-aſk the queſtions I thought proper. 1 
was informed, they.came from Conſtantinople by their 
Father's order, who was then at the Hague on a com- 
- miſſic a from the Ottoman Porte, in regard to the Le- 
vant trade, and that they were to return with him 
thro? France to Marſeilles, in order to re-embark for 
Aſia. I replied, I was well acquainted with Conſtan- 
tinople, where I had' been for ſome time, and had a 
real eſteem for the Turks; hut (added J) how have 
. you ventured on ſo long a voyage, without knowing any 
language but your own? Theeldeſt upon this pointed 
to one of the Turks, who was his governor, ſaying, Tima. 
nes there underſtands moſt of the European tongues. | 
then aſked, who were thoſe two women? He replied, 
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they were his brother's nurſe and governante, for (ſaid 
he with a ſmile) he wants yet ſome years to get out of 
the women's hands. We had ſome further diſcourſe 
about the tediouſneſs of a long voyage, and the in- 
commodities of the ſea, Iobſerved the youngeſt ſpoke 
little, but the few words he ſaid were graceful, and his 
voice harmonious, to a degree that ſurprized the Mar- 
quis, tho he did not underſtand a word of what he ſaid. 
The more attentively I beheld this lovely child, the 
more I was charmed with the beauty of his features, for 
I knew not to what other cauſe I ſhould aſſign the im. 
preſſion I felt. The manlineſs of the eldeſt alſo touch- 
ed me with a ſecret ſatis faction, and the converſation 
ſeemed to be ſhort when Le Brun came to tell us the 
Prince was awake and deſired to ſee us. I intreated 
theſe youths, as we left them, to allow us the pleaſure 
of their acquaintance during the reſt of the voyage, 
which they obligingly conſented to, and as their lan- 
guage has no expreſſion for Sir, I begged to know their 
names. The eldeſt replied, that he was called Muleid, 
and his brother Memiſces: The Marquis and Iembra- 
ced them and went to the Prince, whom we found more 
eaſy and compoſed. He thanked us for having haſten- 


ed our departure on his account, and did us the honour 


to embrace us, calling us his dear friends. I deſign 
(ſaid he graciouſly) that we ſhall live familiarly like 
friends, and uſe no ceremony, The captain had given 


niſhed: There were two beds in it, one of which ſerved 
Don Tellez. As the Prince had eat nothing all day, he 
ordered ſupper earlier, and while it was getting ready, 
we informed him of our agreeable rencounter with our 
lovely Turks. The, Marquis was extravagant in his 
praiſes of Memiſces, of whom he ſpoke with ſuch extaſy, 
that the Prince deſired to ſce him the next day: Hit 
highneſs could not forbear ſmiling when I told him that 
all che Marquis's friendſhip was contracted at the eyes; 
for that he had not underſtood a fingle word of our 
converſation. This turned the raillery of the company 
on the-Marguis at ſupper 3 But, faid the Prince 
£1 - to 


him the great cabbin, which was large, and richly fur- 
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52. MEMOTRS, Oe. 
to me at laſt, How came you to underſtand Turkiſ 
This quality ſeems odd to me in a Frenchman. I an. 
ere him in a manner that informed him I had not 
been always. bappy, and that I was iudebted for this 
. jgs of knowledge to my mis fortune. I fee (replied 
bh Higboels) it ie 8 altogether by chance that we are 
55. o have been unfortunate, you will te more 
Teady. to ſympathize with me, ſo that I look on your 
Pay 1G conſolation ſent me by Heaven, You 
maff let me know your adventures; for my part I ſhall 
intruſt to you the ier accident that has driven me 
from bent The Marquis and Don Telez will ſhare 
in our grief through r for 1 ſcarce imagine 
they have ever known affliction but in theory I pre. 
vented the Marquis, whom I ſau going to-reply, by 
ſaying, that for Don Tellez I could not fay any thing, 
but that I could aſſure him the Marquis had been as . 
verely treated by fortune as myſelf, tho his troubles 
had not been of ſuch duration. As I had obſerved Don 
Tellez affected a ſuperiority over the Marquis, I took 
this occaſion. to diſcover the Marquis's name and qua- 
lity to the Prince, who had indeed always treated him 
with diſtinction. 1 told him briefly he has the only 
ſon of the Dyke de *** whom an unhappy accident had 
obliged to leave Magrid ; that having the charge of him 
during his travels, I bad brought him to Liſbon to con- 
fort him; but as Portugal lay too near Spain, I looked 
on. the honour of accompanying his Highneſs from 
"thence, as the greateſt advantage we could enjoy This 
ecclarciſſement produced all the effect l expected. The 
Prince redoubled bis fayours to the Marquis, and Don 
Tellez had the good ſenſe to yield the precedency on 
all occaſions, We had, done ſypper, when, the Prince 
fell again on the ſubject of our misfortunes. The 
night is long (ſaid he) and we have nobody to inter- 
rupt us, I will begin by eaſing my heart to you, and 
you ſhall afterwards let me know your ſufferings. 
The whole of the following ſtory does fo much bo. 
nour to the Royal Relater, . I make no doubt of 
its being highly entertaining to the reader. I gave! 
in the Prince's own words. | The 


N 


* a. - 4a 
POURS 


a - 
— . — 
n 1 23 — 
r 


6353 


12 
— —— —— ü ß. 


2 - — F _ "Y J : * 

+ 3 LEY” * 7 — - 
> FF — — 2 

- . S2 „„ 


p = . , . S TL. ©, 
— > - ay - FI — — * — =# 
- * K > - 2 _ 
. * 0 — = — 4 EEE TEE — 
=—_ —_ 7 2. k - 7 r — 121 
7 „ - 1 4 — WW; 4 . fy 
— I - be 


ke Hrs ory of the Prince Don EMA 
of Por UG AI; and Donna CLARA de 
BN RMUnO. | 


z* 
l r 4 
wv 1 


4 \ 


1 2 . 8 4 «4 CF 
„ tx 82/0. <-/ mdrbiac 
—_— — 


— * 3 5 
: 7 — 
. „ — 14 L . 
2 1 * 8 e "> + 
1 il * d *. £ - 7; 

2 Lo my =o : 

> \ + a Jn - - 
x —. F 

. $4 2 0 


, TT is about two years, ſince a ſhip from Brazil ar> 
rivedat Liſbon, which brought over Don Joſeph de 
Bermudo Acoſtalas, who had been fifteen years viceroy 
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of that vaſt province, and returned at that time im- 


menſely rich, with all his family. His joy to reviſit 3 þ ILY 
e Portugal, after ſo long an abſence, diſcovered itſelf at 1 
- his entering the bay of Liſbon. A profufionof ſtream- 1 
y ers and ribbands, with the richeſt gold and ſilver ſtuffs,, 1888 
. covered the ſails and ſides of the veſſel, ſo that it look - 4+,” 2388 
e. ed like a ſea triumph. I was the ſame day a hunting 1 
es near Belem, from whence L parted this morning. As . 
Dn this dmuſual appearance furprized-me, I got into an 34 
pk indifferent boat that Jay on the ſhore, with twoof my 20 
a- WH, attendants, and was rowed on board the ſhip of Don "my 
Im Bermudo. He received us civilly, without knowing: - 38 
ly who I was, for I had cautioned my companions not to * 
jad take'the leaſt notice His family, who were on the ; K | 
am deck,. confiſted of five children, four ſons, and a "= 
m- daughter who ſeemed to be in her 17th year. Ima- *{ BY 
xed gine all the perfections of body and mind that can 11 
om make a woman compleatly charming; Donna Clara ba 
us poſſeſſed them all! I converſed a ſhort time with Don 19 
The bermudo, but my eyes were fixed upon his daughter. 8 
Don Ieven ſei ed an opportunity of telling her in few words $2 
7 On the impreſſion ſhe had made on my hea:t, but ſhe M1 
ince ſeemed to take no notice of what I ſaid. When the *2 mY 
The ſhip came to an anchor, I took boat again, and rejoin- 7 1 
ater- ed my fervants on the other ſide of the bay, after. 1 
and promrfing Don Bermudo I would do myſelf the plea+ 4 4 l 
0 fure to viſit him. Don Tellez, Who waited for me, 4 SM 
Dy, can remember with what raptures I ſpoke to him of Þ: ©; * 
bt 0 Donna Clara, and how I at that time communicated: 1 
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54 MEMOIRS of 4 
to him the deſign I had formed ; which was to viſit 
Don Bermudo on the footing of a ſtranger, and by 
taking advantage of his not knowing me, to try to 
ng his daughter's affeion, Greatneſs (ſaid I) ſerves 
ut to corrupt the pleaſures of love. My birth ſhall 
not be concerned in the title I plead to Donna Clara's 
heart. Don Tellez entered into my project, and we 
imagined to ourſelves a thouſand pleaſures in this in- 
trigue. Scarce had Don Bermudo time to repoſe him. 
ſelf from the fatigues of his voyage, when I paid him 
my reſpects in a decent but plain equipage, under 
the title of the Count de Montefiore, a Spaniſh Noble. 
man, Bermudo receiv'd me with great kindneſs, and 
granted me the leave I defired to pay my compliments 
to his Lady and family, and renew our /ſea-acquain- 
tance. | ſtay'd a good part of the afternoon, and, 
other viſitors coming in, I ſnatch'd the occaſion to 
mention my love to the beautiful Clara, If I did 
not leave her more favoured, at leaſt I left her inh- 
nitely more enamour'd, as I told Don Tellez at wy re· 
turn. Jam undone (ſaid I) without Donna Clara 
my peace and life are loſt, if can't ſecutre her Heart. 
Don Tellez comforted me with hopes, and flatter'd me 
that my reſpect and eſteem, join'd with my aſſiduities, 
would procure me ſucceſs. A lover is naturally in- 
clin'd to hope. However, altho ſhe had receiv d the 
declaration of my paſſion gently, I thought I perceiv'd 
in her looks certain marks of indifference, or rather 
confufion, which alarmed me more than diſdain. As 
I thought it a Diſpoſition far from love, [even then be- 
gan to have ſome dread of the invincible obſtacle that 
was to deſtroy my hopes, and was ſenſible of a grief, of 
whoſe cauſe I was yet ignorant 
Don Bermudo in a few days obtain'd an audience of 
the king, to whom he had the honour: to preſent his 
family; and requeſt the ſame permifſion to pay his 
duty to me, Judge of my diſquietude. 1 ſaw my 
ſecret on the point of being diſcovered, in ſpite of all 
my precaution ; and that I ſhould loſe all the pleaſure! 
expected 
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expected from my concealment. After ſome reflection, 
I tell on a method by which I hoped to eſcape the dan- 
ger! apprchended. I feigued an indiſpoſition for ſome 
days, but pretending to be a little better, tho' ſtill con- 
fined to my bed, I gave notice to Don Bermudo, I was 
ready to receive his vifit. He was introduced-with his 
family into my apartment, and I took care the audi- 
ence ſhould be ſhort. I felt a ſecret ſhame to appear in 
this condition before a miſtreſs, at whoſe feet 1 could 
have died with pleaſure. They were no ſooner with- 
drawn, than dreſſing myſelf, 1 wentto Don Bermudo's 
with my uſual equipage, where J had the pleaſure to 
find I was not known. As I was a little familiar there, 
did not ſtop in the hall where Don Bermudo uſually 
received company, but paſſed on to Donna Clara's apart- 
ment. She was not alone. Beſides her two brothers, 
ſhe had with her ſeveral Portugueſe natives of Brazil, 
who had lately come over in another veſſel. I was in 
no danger of being known by them, but alas I run that 
day a great riſque of which I had no apprehenfion, 
Jobſerved one of theſe ſtrangers with attention. He 
was a young man, whoſe perſon and air ſtruck the eye 
at firſt fight. I had the curioſity to enquire his name; 
and was told he was called Alonzo Luis. He ſeemed a- 
bout five and twenty. J aſked no further but withdrew, 
little foreſeeing t e trouble this ſtranger was to coſt me. 
On returning next day at the uſual hour to Don Fer- 
mudo's, I had the mortification to find this young Bra- 
zilian alone with Donna Clara and her brothers. This 
gave me uneaſineſs, as I began to ſuſpe@ we both were 
conducted there by the ſame motive. 1 was employed in 
this refletion when Don Lopez de Carvagas, an old 
acquaintance in the family, entered the hallwhere we 
were, and, ſurprized to ſce me in ſo familiar a ſituation, 
he cried to me before I perceived him. -My Prince, 
who could have expected in this mean place ſo honour- 
able a meeting? and where is my friend Bermudo that 
he 1s not here to acknowledge the favouryour Highneſs 


does him ?---Carvages (replied I) you have committed 
au indiſcretion, which deſtroys my intention of being 
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| Incognito: Idon't know, (added i, chagrined) if Ican 

forgive you this unlucky ſervice, The good Carva. 
gas began to make a thouſand apologies, which only 

cleared up the ſcene. Donna Clara and her brothers 

Joined their excuſes for not paying me, hitherto, the 

reſpect and ſubmiſſion due to me. In ſpite of all my 
endeavours, the family were foon informed of all, 

and Don Bermudo and his lady came to acknowledge 
their joy; ſo that the reſt of the viſit paſſed in cere- 
monies, I pretended the reaſon of my diſguiſe to be 
the curioſity of learning the condition of Brazil, and 
being informed of the nature and curioſities of that 
country. I ſhowed the greateſt marks of friendſhip to 
Don Bermudo and all his family, telling him, I was 
ſo pleaſed with their way of living, that 1 hoped 
they would allow me to continue my viſits as uſual. I 
had all this time my eyes fixed on Donna Clara to 
obſerve her looks; as ſhe could no longer doubt of 
the violence of my paflion, I examined narrowly to 
ſee how ſhe received this diſcovery, I ſaw ſhe was 
perplexed and troubled, but if I was the cauſe of i-, 
alas another was the object. Alonzo Luis appeared to 
me in equal confuſion, and I- remarked them now and 
then fteal a look at each other, that expreſſed their _ 
and their love. I no longer doubted their mutual af- 
fection, or that Donna Claia had diſcovered my paſſion 
to this young lover. He had not feared me ſo much 
for a rival under the name of the Count de Monte. 
fore, but now that my name and rank were known, 
they began both of them to dread the conſequences. 
Theſe reflections threw me into a real deſpair. 

On my return to the palace | ſhut myſelf up alone 
in my cloſet, where I gave myſelf up to the moſt lively 
grief. I faw nobody that evening, and paſſed a great 
part of the night in the ſame agitation of mind. 1 
began at laſt to think that | might give myſelf needleſs 
torment, that perhaps my ſuſpicions were ground- 
leſs; or that at leaſt | ought to examine whether I had 
real cauſe to afflict myſelf in ſuch a manner, Theſe 
thoughts compoſed me alittle; in the morning I recel = 
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a viſit from Non Bermudo, who came with his family 
to thank me for the regard 1 had ſhewn for them. 1 
took this occaſion to aſk who that Alonzo Luis was 1 
had obſerved at their houſe. Don Bermudo replied, | 
that he was a young Brazilian, born of Portugueze pa- 
rents of mean extraction, but that beſides bis erſonal 
accompliſhments, he had all the valuable anke that 


1 
form a man of honour and merit : Thata ſervice of the 
laſl importance he had done for his daughter, with equal 
courage and ſuccels, had endeared him to their family, 
and that having come over to ſee Port al, he had 
been always welcome at his houſe. This information 
made me perfectly eaſy. I blamed myſelf for unjuſt] 
ſuſpe&ing Donna Clara of an attachment ſo far beneat 
her birth. 1 believed her pride too great to ſoap folow; 
whatever merit her lover might boaſt. My hopes re- 
turned, and I told Don Bermudo, that I would ſee him 


in the afternoon, A conſiderable part of the court fel- 


lowed me, fo that the aſſembly was numerousandbril. 
liant. Donna Clara appeared there in all her charms. 
The quality of Alonzo Luis revented his appearance, 
and beſides I was no longer jealous of him. Never was 
an evening more Kee pent! I grew more paſſio- 
nately fond than ever,. and at the breaking up of the 
aſſembly, I publickly declared that I would beat Don 
Bermudo's every evening at the ſame hour. I don't 
know. if the aſſembly perceived my inclination, for ! 
never gave myſelf the trouble to enquire. 

My paſſion now took a new turn; and not ſatisfied 
with ſuch generous marks of my affection, I invented 
every day new parties of pleaſure, balls, plays. enter- 
taintnents of every ſort, in order to gain opportunities 
of exprefling privately to her the exceſs of my love. 
Donna Clara always appeared with ſplendor at ho 
times, and as every thing was done to pleaſe her, fo 
1 conſtantly renewed to her the aſſurances of an tternal 
attachment. She heard my vows with complaiſance, 
but I eafily perceived the ſmall impreſſion they made 
on her heart, and my happineſs was not a ſtep advanced. 
When | ſometimes reproached her with this inſenſibili- 
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ty, ſhe anſwered me in a manner that would have ſa- 
tisſied every one but a lover; but it was her tender- 
| neſs I wanted, and I could not perſuade myſelf ſo long 

a reſiſtance was owing to indifference alone. | bribed 
her chambermaid, and employed fo many ſpies on her 
actions, that at laſt I was informed of what 1 could have 
wiſhed for my own peace never to have known Un- 
happy diſcovery! I learned that I had been hitherto 
the dupe of a woman, who felt the moſt violent paſ 
fion for another, who loved that Alonſo Luis, whom I 
thought I unjuſtly ſuſpected. My rage and fury were 
inexpreſſible at ſo ungrateful and diſhonourible a pre- 
ference, and I reſolved he ſhould periſh before her eyes. 
But night having a little calmed my firſt tranſports, I 
ſent early the next morning a ſecret order to Alonſo to 
return to Brazil in the firſt ſhip, which was to ſail in 
two days. The lovers upon this eaſily gueſſed they 
were betrayed, and that my jealouſy was the cauſe of 
this ſeparation. Alonſo however diſappeared. I believed 
him gone, and formed my hopes to myſelf of ſucceſs, 
In the mean time Donna Clara had the art to con- 
ceal her grief, and ſtill continued her uſual coldneſs to 
me. She ſeemed to be more reſerved, and to treat me 
with greater reſpe&. This was to puniſh me for the 
abſence of her lover, which ſhe imputed to my orders. 
I was unable longer to bear ſuch rigour, and walking 
one day with her, I dropt ſome complaints on her in- 
juſtice in preferring ſuch a rival to me; but I ſpoke 
with ſo much tenderneſs and regard, that ſhe could not 
take it ill. She appeared confuſed, and hefitated ſome 
time for an anſwer; but at laſt ſhe reſolved to diſguiſe 
her love under the name of gratitude. She aſſured me 
her regard for Alonzo was only ſuch as was due to 
ſome important ſervices he had done her, and in a 
jeſting manner ſhe added, that ſhe looked on my re- 
"1 pow es as deſigned to try her, and that ſhe herſelf 
ad more reaſon to accuſe me for the injuſtice I did 
ber by my ſuſpicion. Alas! lovely Clara {replied I) 
what can you hope for by deceiving a Prince who a- 
dores you! and who, notwithſtanding his inclination 
to belicve you fincere, is too inſenfible you deceive 
bim. 
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him. Rather own your paſſion, Tell me that his 
merit and your own tenderneſs have given Alonſo Luis 
a right to your heart. Inform me that your affection 
is a bleſſing I muſt never hope, then will I lay the 
blame of my misfortune on heaven. I will conceal 
my torments, or at leaſt have the melancholy conſo- 
lation to think that you know and pity.them, and that 
it is not your fault l am unhappy.— Donna Clara here 
interrupted me, proteſting ſhe was. highly ſenfible of 
the value of my affection for her, that my title was 
not ſo amiable in her eyes as my other qualities : But 
as I am naturally fincere (added ſhe mildly) I will not 
conceal from you the truth. - My hearc 1s not ſuſcep- 
tible of love, ſo that all the aſſiduties with which you 
honour me' are fruitleſs, not from my being prepoſſeſ- 
ed with another paſſion, as you unjuſtly ſuppoſe, but 
becauſe ſuch is the diſpoſition of my mind. She ſaid 
this with ſo natural an air, that I was almoſt perſuaded, 
and at a loſs what to reply. Happily our converſati- 
on was interrupted by company joining us, and ſoon 
after | retired. Is it true (thought I to myſelf); that 
{he is incapable of love? Or does ſhe intend to deceive 
me by the ambiguity of the expreſſion, which may 
lignity, as well, that ſhe loves already, and can love 
no more. On the other hand I reflected if ſhe had a 
paſſion for Alonzo, how could ſhe bear his loſs with 
ſuch moderation? or aſſure me of her eſteem, whom 
ſhe ought to hate as the author of their ſeparation ? 
Determined to live no longer in this perplexing.un- 
certainty, I called two of my gentlemen iu whom [ 
could moſt confide, and who had given me the firſt 
intelligence of Donna Clara's love for Alonzo, and re- 
proved them for bringing me a falſe report One of 
them, called Don Vacellos, replied with ſome warmth, 
ſee, Sir, that your Highneſs is deceived by thoſe who 
owe you greater ſincerity, but if you can depend on 
my honour, you. will be ſatisfied with my aſſuring 
you, not only that Alonzo Luis is beloved by Donna 
Clara de Bermudo,. but that he is ſtill concealed at 
Liſbon, contrary. to your orders, and has every even- 
ing a private interview with his mi*r:{; in the 
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gardens of St. Marco.—I was like one thunderſtruck 
at this account, but my aſtoniſhment ſoon gave place 
to rage. I refolved they ſhould both verilh, and by 
my own hand. Without deliberating further, I or- 
dered Vacellos and his companion to be ready to at- 
tend me to the gardens of St. Marco at the fixed time, 
which 1 waited for with impatience. At laſt it came; 
I fet out difeniſed on foot with my officers, who were 
erfectly informed of the place whive the lovers met, 
aving watched them ſeveral times. On entering the 
gardens they pointed out the er and left me, by 
my order, alone. I advanced haſtily towards the ar- 
bour, where I was to find my prey. I believed no- 
thing on earth eould fave Don Alonzo from my ven- 
geance, but I ſuſpended the fate of Donna Clara in 
my mind till the moment of execution came. In this 
diſpofitionT entered the fatal place, where | found the 
two lovers in a poſture that might have redoubled my 
anger : Donna Clara ſeated, with Alonzo kneeling be- 
fore her, and holding one of her hands. How could 
he eſcape his fate ? Nothing but a miracle could fave 
him-—a miracle of love! Donna Clara had obſerved 
my approach, and catched me in her arms before I 
bad time to lift my hand for the blow. 1 made ſome 
faint efforts to diſengage myſelf, but ſhe held me 
with a ftrength I thought her ſex incapable of ex- 
erting: or rather indeed what reſiſtance could I make 
againſt a woman I fondly loved? Folded in her em- 
brace, I ſuffered myſelf thus to be led to her ſeat, where 
ſhe placed me. Ah! madam (ſaid I, in a voice broke 
with grief) love gives you all the power it takes from 
me! Your triumphs are now compleat! You have 
ruined my peace, and now you aim at my life; for! 
ſce it is indifferent to you if I loſe it, provided you 
can ſave your lover. And you continued I, addreſſing 
myſelf to Alonzo! who kneeled before me) happy 
Alonzo! are you ſenſible now of your felicity ? Judge 
of it by the pangs it gives me! Go, look upon my rank 
no longer with enn y. I wou'd ſacrifice my birth, my 
all, for the leaſt part of what you enjoy! Put; added |, 
after a moment's thought) how have you dared 0 
ta / 
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ſtay an hour in Portugal after my commands. It ſhall 
colt you your life, if not to revenge my love, at leaſt to 
puniſh your diſobedience. On ſaying theſe words, I 
roze to ſeize him and call my officers, when Donna 
Clara threw herſelf at my feet, and intreated his pardon 
of me with a flood of tear. In the anguiſh I felt I was 
for ſome time before I took notice of the poſture ſhe'was 
in, but I no ſooner obſery'd it than I ſank with grief and 
ſhame.— What! \cry'd I with emotion) Do you ftoop 
ſo low, Madam, to fave Alonzo? or do you believe 
ſuch a ſubmiſhon the way to obtain any favour of me? 
How cruel are you! How happy is Ajonzo—and how 
miſerable am 1! Fear _— lonzo (added I) tarn- 
ing to him, 1 grant you your life, at her command, who 
is the miſtreſs of my own. She may pronounce my 
death, as ſhe has prevented yours; but carrftyour hap- 
pineſs far from my fight, and let me never ſee you more | 
—[Inbuman! (continued I, ſpeaking to Donna Clara) 
are you ſatisfy'd with this? or will you oblige me to live 
a witneſs to the (ati: fiction of ſuch a rival? She made 
Alonzo upon this a ſign to withdraw, and he dif ppear'd 
| immediately, I remained alone with her and her wo- 
| man, whom ſhe always brought with her, and who was 


| entirely in my intereſt, She ſpoke no more about her 
| lover, but after conſeſſing to me, ſhe was touched with 

8 the conſtancy of my paſhon, of which I had given her 

. ſuch ſtrong proofs, ſhe endeavoured to excuſe her indif- 

- ference from the force of deſtiny, which regulates our 
e inclinations againſt our will. I made her no anſwer, but 
e conducted her ſilently to her coach, and took my leave 
n in ſighs. 

e The night began to grow very dark, when I return'd 
1 into the pardert to find my two attendants, I walked 


forward ſoftly, muſing on the ſingularity of my fate, and 
the tyranny of love. I reflected on all the pains my 
paſhon had coſt me already, and what I was yet like 
to ſuffer from it; as I had no hope left, I reſolved to 
break my chains, and recover my peace of mind, I 
conſider'd how anjuſt it was in me to diſturb the mutual 
happineſs of two lovers, who were no way accountable 

| to 
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to me for their ſentiments. What right had [ to op- 
pole their union? A minute after I felt my own weai.. 
neſs, and that the charms of Donna Clara were too 
deeply fixed in my heart to be eraſed by wiſdom or time, 
Alas! (thought I) what diſturbance does my paſſion 
give them, wuen 1 have not even the power to puniſh 
my rival! It only ſerves to augment their tenderneſs ; 
Alonzo is ſenſible of the preference he receives above me, 
his miſtreſs no doubt ſhews him the value of ſaciticiag 
my paſſion to his. I alone am unhappy. O blind ard 

unequal love! they enjoy all thy pieaſures! thy toi. 
ments are all mine ! . 

While I was buried in theſe refleQions, I heard the 
claſhing of ſwords, at ſome paces . diſtance. As it 
was late, and I had obſerved the gardens empty, I 
imaginedraay two gentlemen had quarrelled. Is it you, 
Vacellos ? (cry'd 1, advancing) 1 knew his voice, and 
commanded him to hold, but the blow was given. At 
my coming up I belieid a man {tretch'd on the giouid, 
who bled violently ; it was Alonzo Luis. Vaceilos t6'd 
me that meeti:g him alone in the garden, any reimec te 
bering that my deſign was to Kill hun, he thought he 
had eſcaped from ine; that in order to ſecure wy revenge 
he had attack'd him with equal arms, and believ'd ue 
had done his buſineſs. You have been too raſh (ſaid }) 
for | had granted him his life. Donna Clara wil die 
with grief—I would know it he was dead, he avſwer'd 
me himſelf, he was alive, but he believed hiuiſclf 
dangeroaſly wounded, and thanked me for the gene- 
rous concern I expreſſed for his misfortune. I reflect. 
ed a moment on this accident, and took upon the iput 
a reſolution, Which will appear both ſurprizing ard ex- 
traordinary. It was to have the wos ded lover con- 
veyed to my apartment, and care tzkea of him by my 
orders, as if h2 were my greateſt favuurite. Ihe us. 
grateful Clara (faid I to myſelf , ſhail be convinced if 
the exceſs of my paſſion by the concern | ſbew for my 
rival, even though ſhe prefers him to me. My cflcers 
were ſtunn'd at the orders I gave them to b nd up bis 
wounds, and aſſiſt me to bring him home. I had bim 
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lodg'd in a convenient apartment, attended by two, of 
my own domeſticks till he was cur'd. He did not know 
himſelf what to think of all this, and I was told he had 
paſſed the night in great perplexity. I ſtole next morn- 
ing to his chamber, he was in great confuſion at ſeeing 
me. Being left alone, I ſaid to him, Well, happy lo- 
ver! what notion have you of your rival? Do you ſtill 
conſider me as your enemy ?— The diſorder he was in 
prevented: a diſtinct reply. I could only hear a few 
confas'd words that expreſs'd his ſurprize and kis grati- 
tude, I aſk nothing of you (anſwer'd I) but that you 
will do me the juſtice to let your miitreſs know I had 
no hand in your wound, and that I {pare no endea- 
voars to reſtore you ſafe to her. On ſaying theſe words 
I withdrew. 

This conduct appeared worthy of myſelf. I rejoiced 
that my generoſity. and love had united in ſo delicate an 
expedient. I perceived on my viſiting Donna Clara 
that afternoon, that ſhe was acquainted by her lover 
with what had paſſed. I found an opportun:ty of ſpeak- 
ing to her alone, but ſhe prevented me before I could be- 
gin, by melting into tears. Too generous Prince (ſaid 
the) ſpare me a recital, which can only make me ſen- 
ſible how unworthy I am of your goodneſs I know all 
I owe you, heaven alone is to blame, if I appear un- 
grateful, No, no, (interrupted I) fear nothing, I make 
no merit of the ſervices I have done my rival, I only 
come to diſpel your fears, by afluring you his life is ſafe, 
and ſhall be while I live, an! ke is belov'd by you But 
1 do not deſign to ſtop here, I will diſtinguiſh him with 
riches and titles, that he may the better ſupport the cha- 
rater of my rival and your lover. Ves, Madam, Alon- 
20 ſhall be dear to me, ſince he is fo to you, and I will 
g've you in the perſon of the man you bleſs with your 
affection, the marks of a paſſion, which you reject when 


it is addreſſed to yourſelf; 


Donna Clara was generous and tender My diſ- 
courſe touched her ſo ſenſibly, that ſhe was ready to fall 
at my feet to expreſs the emotion ſhe. felt, She often 
called me her dear Prince, ard ſaid that her liſe was 

mine 
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mine by a double tye. Her ſincerity was painted in her 
eyes and motions. How-amiable did ſhe appear in that 
condition! What would I have given to have been the 
object of thoſe tears ſhe ſhed for her Alonzo! For it 
was eaſy for me to ſee that-her acknowledgments to me 
were made on his account. She confeſs'd freely to me, 
for the firſt time, that this happy ral engroſſed all her 
thoughts, aſſuring me, that as it was not in her power to 


give me her heart, ſhe was ready to ſacrifice her life to 


me. What you offer Madam (ſaid 1) is very unequal, 
ard you know too well will be rejected; but (continued 
I figbtag) may I not know what fo inviolably attaches 
you to Alonzo? I own his perſon is agreeable, and be- 
ſides, the paſhon of love is unaccoantable :—but ſure the 
honour of your birth might have prevented an affeQion 
ſo diſproportionate, if no other reaſons had oppoſed it. 
Will you let me know the truth, which you can have n0 
intereſt to diſguiſe? What are thoſe important ſervices 
you have received from this rival ? Refuſe me not a 
diſcovery that may contribute to my quiet. She anſwer's, 
that far from diſguiſing them ſhe wondered ſhe had not 
acquainted me with them before, eſpecially as they might 
m ſome meaſure excuſe her weakneſs for Alonzo : I fat 
down by her, and ſhe began thus : 

I liv'd at St, Salvadore, the capital of Brazil, whert 
my father held his court as Viceroy of that province; | 
had never known what love meant. The wether in 
that country is exceſſtvely hot: one evening I propoſed 
to ſome young ladies, my comparions, to get into a boat, 
and take the air up the tiver; we were fix or ſeven in 
company. The coolnefs of the water, and the beauty 
of the country on each fide, carried us higher than we 
at firſt intended, end obſerving a large clear ſand bark 
on one fide of the channel, we reſolved to bathe our- 
ſelves. We made the boatmen land ns; and bid them 
wait for us behind a point of land that concealed them 
from our ſight, We had juſt begun to undreſs, whet 
we ſaw two Leopards advance out of the neighbouring 
wood towards us. The fright we were in guve wing 
to ocr fight; but as theſe animals are ſwift, they = 
3 overiock 
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overtook us, and ſeized me, and one of my companions 
juit by my fide, who gave at the ſame time a teartul 
ſhriek, I lot my ſenſes, fo that I remember no more 
of this dreadful ad venture, than what was told me after 
I came to myſelf, Theſe two wild beaſts carried off 
this unhappy girl and me into the meadow, where they 
began by devouring her alive, I ſhould undoubtedly 
have undergone the ſame fate, if heaven had not inter- 
poſed for my preſervation. The reſt of our company 
who had eſcaped; had met with Alonzo Luis, who was 
a hunting near the place, to whom they related our miſ- 
fortune, and intreated him to ſuccour us. This young 
man had long ſecretly loved me, though I had never 
ſeen him to my remembrance before. He flew to my 
relief: With ſome difficulty he diſcovered the monſters, 
whoſe prey I was to have been the next moment. He 
ruſhed upon them without reflecting on his own danger, 
and had the good fortune to kill them both with his 
ponyard, without any hurt but a ſlight wound in the leg. 
He gently raiſed me up, and brought me to myſelf. 
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Judge what were my ſentiments at the fight of the dan- 
ger { had ſo narrowly eſcaped. The firſt object I ſaw 
were the mangled remains of my coinpanion, my own 
cloaths ſtained with her blood, and the monſters lying 
dead at about four yards diſtance on the other fide. 
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Alonzo helped me to get up and walk. I looked at 
him without the power of aſking who he was, or by 
what miracle he had ſaved me. The beauty ot his per- 
ſon, and good air, added to the charms I found in my 
deliverer, and gratitude firſt taught me love. He offe:'d 
tO carry me to town, if I had not ſtrength to walk. I 
told him, the boatmen who brought me were nor far off, 
and ſoon after we perceived them from a little height, 
which had concealed from them our misfortune. I got 
into the boat with Don Alonzo, who treated me with a 
relpect and tenderneſs I ſaw did not proceed from pity 
alone. We reached the town, when my father, who 
was alarmed by the relation of thoſe who eſcaped, was 
ſending out a party to my aſſiſtance. I obliged Alonzo 
(whoſe modeſty inclined him to retire on ſeeing me ſafe 
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landed) to go with me to my father's palace, to whom 
J preſented him as my deliverer. Such a fignal ſervice 
endeared him to our family, and gave him a welcome 
acceis at all times to us. This afforded him frequ nt 
opportunities of expreſſing his paſſion, and of finding! 
was not inſenſible of it. I own, Sir, I could neitier 
conquer nor ſurmount my inclinations for him, Which! 
thought his merit, and his ſervices had fully juſtified, 
Fhis is the ſam of what your Highneſs deſires to know. 
Do you find me cu'ipable in what I have done? 
No Madam, (anſwered I) no! but I find myſelf 
greatly wretched. A paſſion, fo juſt as yours, muſt be 
conſtant: I can no longer hope, and yet I muſt love — 
Imagine my torments,.— but were they yet infinitely 
greater, they ſhall not hinder me from executing my 
promiſe in favour of your lover. 

In effect, a vacancy falling in my houſho'd, even be- 
fore his cure, 1 gave it in favour ot Alonzo, and when 
he was well again, I raiſed him to the office of my firl 
Gentleman Uſher. To do him juſtice, he had real 
merit, he bore his preferment- with as decent a dignity 
as if it had been natural to him, and by his behaviour and. 
good qualities, gained not only the eſteem of my fami- 
ly, but of the whole court I could not myſelf help lo. 
ving ſuch modeſt and generous virtue, and to ſhew him 
I was pleaſed with his conduct, I ſometimes talked to 
him privately of Donna Clara. As he knew the exccis 
of my paflion, he would throw himſelf on his knees, 
and with tears expreſs his ſorrow at being an obltacle 
to my happineſs, offering to ſacrifice his life, if I pleas 
to think it would. contribute to my peace. I am con- 
vinced he was ſincere in what he faid. No Alonzo (ſaid 
J) this proof of your regard can do me no ſervice, | 
know the ſtrength of your-miſtreſs's paſſion, and that! 
ſhou'd get no advantage by your death. I conti- 
nued ſtill to viſit Donna Clara, in ſpite of a thouſand 
reſolves to the contrary. She heel always to receive 
me with pleaſure, and try'd by the moſt obliging car- 
Liage to make we forget my pain, Utfeleſs artifice ! bet 
| goodnel 
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goodneſs and careſſes were a new poiſon to my wounds, 
and only ſerved to make them more incurable. 

A conſiderable alteration in her family gave a new 
turn to her affairs, A contagious fever carried off her 
father and three elder brothers at once; ſo that ſhe was 
now her own miſtreſs, and at the head of the family, 
there being only left a younger brother about ten years 
of age. She was herſelf brought ſo low with the ſame 
diſtemper, that there remained ſcarce hopes of her life. 
The hazard 1 run by viſiting her in this condition, did 
not hinder me from being near her, and employing thoſe 
methods for her recovery that love alone could inſpire. 
I had the ſatisfaction, one day when ſhe was at the worſt, 
to find her ſenſible of my care. She preſſed my hand 
tenderly, aſſuring me that the ingratitude, with which 
ſhe had been forced to return a paſſion ſo generous and 
noble az mine, made death agreeable to her, But what 
will, 1 know, ſurprize you moſt, is, that I often al- 
lowed her dear Alonzo Luis to fit by her, in my pre- 
ſence, and had the reſolution to be witneſs to the mu- 
tual aſſurances they gave each other of eternal fidelity 
and affection. | tf 51 

Donna Clara at length, contrary to all expeQation, 
recovered, The world acquainted with her paſſion for 
Alonzo, ſeeing her choice free, no longer doubted but 
ſhe would marry that happy lover. The honours and 
wealth I had beſtowed on him, ſeemed to have raiſed 
him to an equality almoſt with her birth, I know not 
but he himſelf entertained that flattering idea, tho' he 
thought it prudent not to reveal it. This reflection gave 
me great uneaſineſs. I reſolved to employ a new me- 
thod to facilitate the ſucceſs of my paſſion, and at the 
ſame time continue the generous behaviour I had hither- 


to obſerved, My plan was this. I bad Alonzo Luis 


call'd one day into my cloſet. Alonzo (ſaid I) I have as 
yet treated you with that kindneſs, that ſhould attach 
you to my intereſts. I do not mention this to reproach 
you with my bounty. but to engage you to continue to 
deſerve it, I have affairs to ſettle in Brazil, which re- 
qure the preſence of a perſon, in whom I can repoſe en- 
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tire confiderice : I have pitched upon you for this com- 
mithon, and ſhall give you the neceſſary inſtructions for 
that purpoſe. As I deſire you ſhould appear with credit 
in your own country, I ſhall procure for you from the 
King before your departure a title, which will fecure 
you the precedency of all but the Viceroy. I deſign 
your ſtay there for a year; but in order to comfort you 
for fo tedious an abſence, J engage my word to you, 
you ſhall marry Donna Clara at your return, if ſhe her. 
ſolf conſents to make you ſo happy. 


My intention in this, was to try, as the laſt remedy, 
wheeder the abſen.e of her lover might not diminiſh the 
conſtancy of Donna Clara, and favour my hopes. In 
this cafe it was eaſy for me, by continuing Alonzo at a 
diſtance to make her forget him altogether ; but if, on 
the contrary, I found her love ſtood the trial of a year's 
ſeparation, I reſolved entirely to give up my purſuit, and 
by recalling Alonzo, haſten their mutual happineſs. Such 
was my project, if fortune had not eraefly prevented its 
execution. A ſcheme that 1 abfolutety thought would 
have ſettled my own peace, or the hapyibeſs'of ' two lo. 
vers, only ſerved to bring on their ruin, and plunge tne 
into the deplorable ſtate you now ſee me. 

Alonzo Luis was ecafily prevailed upon by my promi- 
ſes. The defire of appearing in his on country in ſo 
advantageons and honourable a manner, ſoſtened the ri- 
gour of the parting I propoſed ; and the reward I gave 
him encouragement to hope for at his return, would have 
embolden'd him to tempt greater dangers. The commiſ- 
fion I employ'd. him in, was to ſettle the large revenues! 
poſſeſi in that countri, and to give me an exact tate of 
my, affairs. He ſet out, and had a favourable voyage; 
but a few days after his landing, a ſudden diſeaſe hur- 
ried him to his grave. The veſſel in which he went 
oyer, brought back the account of his death, and Donna 
Clara was informed of it s ſoon as I. Her grief and 
deſpair were not to be expreſſed, My conſtant atten- 
dance, and the cares I employed about her, prevented 
the firſt effects of her deſpair, She conſented at laſt to 


live; 
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live; but regarding life as a burthen, ſhe took the reſa- 
lution three months ſince of returning to a country ſeat 
ſhe had eighteen miles from Lisbon, where ſhe lived, 
buried from the world, and indulging herſelf in ſolitude 
and grief, I viſited her every ſecond day privately, ac- 
companied only by Don Tellez de Sylva. She ſeem'd to 
receive ſome-conſolation in ſceing me, and hearing what 
I ſaid to eaſe her ſorrows, and I thought every time I 
found the good effects of my long fidelity and perſeve- 
rance. I even began to hope, from the natural goodneſs 
of her temper, would be ſenfible of my paſſion, 
when a ſara) and unforeſeen. accident deſttoyed thoſe a- 

recable hopes, and for ever ruin'd all my happineſs. 

ere the Prince could not retain his grief, tears and fighs 
intermingling ſtopi his words] You ſee (ſaid he) to what 
a degree my ſorrow 1iſes, but what you ſee is nothing to 
what I feel ! Reaſon alone were weak to check my deſ- 
pair for a misfortune like mine. It is only honour and 
the duty I owe my rank, can with-hold my hand from 
the earneſt defire I have to ſeek my own deach. 

The Prince continued his relation thus. What I now 
tell you is entirely a ſecret at Li-bon. You 1emember, 
no doubt, the audicnce I gave to an uvknown lady, the 
firſt time J had the pleaſure to fee you at my court: 
Don Tellez and I knew who ſhe was too well! I had 
placed her myſelf near the xerion of Donna Clara, after 
ſhe had heard her lover's death, to take care of her and 
prevent the effects of her deſpair. She was a woman of 
great prudence and good ſenſe. Her unexpected viſit, 
and melancholy air alarmed me. I feared all was not 
right, and, without giving her time to ſpeak, I led her 
into my cloſet There it was ſhe gave vent to her grief. 
— Philippa (ſaid I impatiently) and eaſe my fears 
for na Clara ! Ah, Sir, anſwered. ſhe, Donna Claza 
is no more, it is no longer time to fear for her.—l bad 
ſeen Donna Clara the preceding evening, and the im- 
probability of her being dead | > that time, hindered 
my underſtanding what was ſaid. But Philippa, drap- 
ping a few confuſed words with relation to her death, I 
no longer thought of living myſelf. I ſhould have * 
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her in the tomb, if Don Tellez, who was with me, hd 
not had the cruel compaſſion to ſtop my ſword from 
piercing my own breait. He took advantage of the 
weakneſs I was in, to put me to bed himſelf, without 
ſuffering my domeſticks to enter the room. | It was there 
I received from Philippa the particular relation ot my 
misfortune. Alonzo Luis, on being ſeized; with his laſt 
illneſs, had made ſeveral melanchoiy reflections on ſo 
unlucky an accident. To die in the flower of youth, in 
the very criſis of his love and fortune, far from Donna 
Clara, were terrible and inſupportable thoughts, Whe- 
ther in conſequence of theſe, or his believing his diſtem- 
per not of a natural kind, he began to imagine my jei- 
louſy both as che cauſe of his leaving Portugal, and of his 
death: Weak and unjuſt opinion, atter the proofs he had 
felt of my generoſity but which I could have pardon'd, 
if it had produced leſs fatal effects. In ſhort, this notion 
prevailed with him ſo far, thit he thought himſelf poi- 
ſon'd by my direction On bis death bed he wrcte a 
melancholy letter to his miſtreſt, in which he inſcrted 
this baſe ſuſpicion. as a certain truth. ! e intruſted this 
pacquet to an uncle, to whom he left a conſiderable ſum, 
on condition he ſhould take a voyage to Lisbon, in or- 


der to deliver it with his own hand to Donna Clara. 


He at laſt arrived in Portugal, and by, his meſſage has 
been the fatal cauſe of my misfortunes. It is this cur- 
ſed letter that inſpired Donna Clara with the deſign of 
deſtroying her own life, not ſo much to follow her lo- 
ver, as to revenge herſelf on me. Philippa informed me, 
that no ſooner had ſhe read Alonzo's letter, than ſhe 
fainted away, that on her coming to herſelf ſhe called 
Heaven to witneſs her deplorable itate, invoking a thou- 
ſand times the ſhade of her departed lover, reproaching 
my cruelty, and loading my name with the moſt violent 
execrations. But wearied at laſt with worde, ſhe ſnatch'd 
up a golden bodkin that lay near her, and in ſpite of the 
efforts of Donna Philippa to prevent her, ſtabbed herſelf 
with it to the heart. | 

Such gentlemen (concluded the Prince) is the misfor- 
tune that occaſions my tears, and drives me from * 
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pehold (added he drawing a bloody handkerchief out of 


his pocket) the remains of what I loved more than life. 
1 will carry to my grave this fatal relique of my ſorrows 
and my love. I had it from Philippa, who employed 
it to no purpoſe to ſtop the blood of my dear Clara. 
You may judge, by the care I take to nouriſh my grief, 
that I avoid conſolation; however, I reſolve not to re- 
turn to Portugal till 1 find myſelf able to behold, with- 
out emotion, the places which have been ſo fatal to my 
repoſe. 
"The Prince having ended his relation, appearing too 
much touched to hear ours, ſeem'd to deſire to be left a- 
lone. Don Tellez, who knew nothing was more preju- 
dicial to him than ſolitude, gave us a ſign to ty ſtill, 
and try to divert hm by our accounts, So that we 
paſſed the remainder of the night in informing his High- 
nels of our own particular troubles, It was day-.3ght 
when we parted, ſo that the greateſt part of the foie- 
noon was ſpent in ſleep. The Marquis was juſt got up, 
when Don Tellez entered our cabbio, with a compl!- 
ment from the Prince to aſſure us of his eſteem. He in- 
treated us at the ſame time to avoid, as much a- poilible, 
ſpcaking to the Prince of his trouble. I eaſily promiſed 
this, as it was at the ſame time doing a ſervice t) the 
Marquis, in not renewing his own griet, We propoſed 
together ſeveral parties of diverſion, ſuch as the ſea will 
allow, The firſt we fell upon was to engage the young 
Turks we had ſeen the evening before, to pay their 
compliments to, the Prince, and give him by that means 
an agreeable ſurprize. I undertook willingly this com- 
miſſion, and went immediately to propaſe 4t to them. 
Muleid, as ſoon as he heard it, pleaſed with the honour, 
conſented freely; but the governeſs of young Memiſces 
ſerupled to truſt him out of her hands I removed this 
little difficulty, by deſiring her to accompany us. They 
dreſſed themſelves in a ſplendid manner. The ſight of 
a great quantity of Turkith habits belonging to Muleid 
ave us a notion of putting ourſelves in the ſame dreſs. 
This was ſoon done, and upon ſeeing us all on the deck, 
crew was ſurpriſed to obſerve the number of Turkiſh 
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peRation of ſuch a viſit, was yet more ſo: I made him, 
at the head of this humourous embaſſy, a ſhort compli. 
ment, in the name of all Aſia, the country we pretend. 
ed to repreſent. e at firſt ſcarcely knew u; again, but 
he ſeemed pleaſed with the frolick, Our real Turk; 
next advanced to ſalute him in the Eaſtern manner. He 
received them with an air of goodneſs, that charmed 
them ſo, that they ſtaid to dine with us, with very lit 
tle intreaty. The lovely Memiſces was the whole ub. 
ject of converſation. The whole comp ny never ceaſed 
to admire his fine features and complexion, (a thing rot 
uſual among the Turks) and the ſweet vivacity of hi 
eyes. The Marquis took care to fit near him. This 
occaſioned ſome little railleries, which he bore agrees. 
ably. But what diverted us moſt were the careſſes he 
beſtowed on this beautiful boy, who ſeemed to ſhun 
them, bluſhing, as if he had been aſhamed. It is a pity 
{faid the Prince) that we have only the pleaſure to ſe 
them, without being able to underſtand them. Thi 
put a thought in the head of Don Tellez, which we al 


approved What hinders us, (faid he miling) to teac 

them a little French? We have time enough ypon or 

hands. The Marquis cry'd out earneſtiv, that he woull 
take on him to inſtruct Memiſces: Don Tellez erg. t 
ed to learn Muleid: They ſeem'd before hand to ſ 
an emulation whoſe ſcholar ſhould make the greattl tl 
Progreſs. I explained to the two young Turks wht t] 
was agreed upon, They came into the deſign willing), t 
and promiſed to endeavour deſerving the approbation d f 
their maſters. I could not forbear admiring the 22 m 
and application of the Marquis, in teaching Memiles, ec 
who ſhew'd as much inclination to receive his leſſons, 1 8 
he to give them. We invented a method fo ſuccelsft\, an 
that in three weeks the two brothers came to underſtand W 
tolerably our diſcourſe, and to expreſs diſtin&)y tber gi: 
own thoughts. Memiſces was however the better {ci WF th 
lar, and either by the diligence and ſkill of the Marg we 
or his own natural vivacity, greatly excelled his broth WF dic 
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Theſe young Turks ſpent moſt of their time with us, or 
we with them. I was pleaſed with this new employment 
the Marquis had got, as I looked on it as a 2. 4 that 
would perfect his cure. But tho there was nothing | Irony 
able in an innocent affection for Memiſces, yet I could 
not help thinking there was ſome exceſs in his attach- 
ment to this young Turk. My dear Marquis (ſaid Ione 
day to him) you give too much indulgence to your in- 
clinations. Whatever pleaſes you to a certain degree, 
fixes your deſires too violently, and you forget that by 
forming ſuch cloſe tyes, you only prepare yourſelf ter- 
rible pains, when they come to break, I would not 
by this have you inſenſible of friendſhip, but you ought 
not to make a paſſion of that virtue, nor confound its 
effects with thoſe of love, In the mean time I am ſorry 
to obſerve, in your regard for Memiſces, not only too 
much ardor and fire, * even that agitation and unea- 
ſineſs which are the marks of love !---You are too fond 
of him, and I would haye you command your affections 
more. --- He anſwered me with his uſual fincerity, that 
he was ſenſible he did too much for his lovely boy, and 
that his tenderneſs for him was very like love; but that 
he could neither account for the violence of this inclina- 
tion, nor reſiſt its force, becauſe he felt too much plea- 
ſure in it, not toindulge it. He added, he freely owned 
that Memiſces was dearer to him than his own life, and 
tho he ſoon ſaw the neceſſity of their ſeparation, yet he 
trembled to think of it. In effect, the wind continued 
ſo favourable for us, that our voyage had not laſted a 
month when we reached the heighth of Ulſhant, on the 
coaſt of France, where we met with an accident that 
gave us a juſt alarm.---The weather was very ſerene, 
and every thing promiſed us an agreeable navigation, 
when we heard of a ſudden the cry the ſailors uſually 
uwe at fight of a Corſair, We all immediately got on 
he deck, where the Engliſh captain plainly told us we 
were chaſed, and as the pirate was a better ſailor, he 
did not know how we could eſcape without fighting. 
We began then to examine what condition of defence we 


were in, and found unhappily our whole force conſiſted, 
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in the hips ctew and a few paſſengers ill provided with 
atms, a few old cannons, and alittle powder. The Prince 
Himſelf reviewed all whom he thought capable of ſer. 
vice, and ſeein in. ſuch bad order, we deſpaired 
of coming off ſafely. What reſiſtance could a few in ſuch 
a cohditièn make a a veſſel well manned and pro- 
vided with all neteſſary ſtores ? Our ſhip on the other 
hand failed too heavily to think of eſcaping. To yield 
ourſelves without 4 firoke, was a thought too mean, 
and would have no way leſſened our ill treatment with 
metcileſs batbarians. I believed our ruin certain, tho 
I put on an appearance of reſolution. J adviſed the 
rince of Portugal to avoid expoſing his perſon, and 
leays his defence to us, but he nobly rejected the pro. 
88 I . the Marquis ſtrictly to keep near me. 
bey me, Sir, ſaid I, for this laſt time; you may do as 
you think fit, when you have ſeen me periſh in your 
defenee, He replicd, embracing me, that if I took 
care of his life, he would be anſwerable for mine: Mo- 
leid prepared himſelf for the combat with the ſame re. 
lution, but the Marquis had taken care to place his 
dear Merhiſces as far as poſſible out of danger, in the 
ſafeſt part of the ſhip. In ſhort, the Corſair was noy 
within cannon ſhot of us, and we could ſee by her work. 
ing that ſhe was ſecure of her prey, when two French 
velſels appeared at once a-head of us, at about the 
ſame diftance the Corſair was a-ſtern, Art fight of 
them we believed the danger over; for we preſently 
obſerved the pyrate, who had ſeen them alſo, tack 2. 
bout arid ſtand off to ſea, with all the ſail ſhe could 
carry. Theſe ſhips were bound from Havre de Gract 
to Bayonne. We ſaluted them with a diſcharge of out 
bad artillery, to thank them for the ſervice they had 
done us. And a few days after we paſſed the Engli 

channel, and landed afely at the Brill. 

The Prince Don Emanuel ſet out immediately for 
the Hague, where he told us he expected to ſee us 1 
the Count de Taroucas, the Portugueſe embaſſadors 
where he took up his refidence, The young Torks 
and we reſted ourſelves a day at the Brill: I only = 
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Leoti before us, to get the apartment ready for us at the 
Hague, againſt we arrived. We reached that place in 
time next day, where we found Scoti, who waited 

r us and conducted us to our new lodgings. 

As he knew the place, where he had been with me 
before, I ordered him to ſhew the young Turks the way 
to the Pleen, where they told me their father had di- 
refed them to find him. They expreſſed the greateſt 
gratitude at parting, and aſſured us of the firſt vifit they 
made. The Marquis would embrace Memiſces, who 
conſented to it this time with a good grace. You muſt 
now (ſaid I) quit altogether this dear Memiſces of 
yours, We ſhall ſee how you bear this ſeparation. He 
anſwered, he was going to diſtover to'me a ſcheme he 
had laid for ſome days, which he had not dared to let 
me know. I will not conceal from you (continued he) 
that I love Memiſces beyond expreſſion. I feel a ten- 
derneſs for him like that I had for my dear Diana. His 
preſence gives me the ſame joy, his abſence the ſame 
torments. You may eaſily gueſs then what this ſepara. 
tion coſts me. But if you have the leaſt compaſſion for 
me, you may eaſe me of this pain, or at leaſt put it off 
for ſome time, Explain yourſelf (faid I) more dif. 
tinctly. I cannot conceive your deſign. It is this (an- 
ſwered he, looking at me] inſtead of going to England 
from hence, we will return to France, with the two 
young Turks and their Father. We will make a pre- 
tence of ſeeing the Duke my Father at Paris, by which 
means we will ſhew Memiſces the court of France. In 
the mean time we will have him ſecretly inſtructed in 
our religion, by which means we may engage him to 
ſtay in France all his life. In this caſe — the 
Marquis) Lam fare I can prevail on my Father to take 
him into our family as his ſon, and I ſhall have the 
ſatisfation to live with him as my own brother. 

| heard the Marquis with aſtoniſhment, and could not 
forbear admiring his readineſsin concertin g and arrang- 
ing his projects. However, after hearing him patiently, 
l anſwered him more ſeriouſly than he expected, that 
I trembled for his indiſcretion, and that the manner in 
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which he ſpoke of Memiſces ſeemed myſterious to me: 
In God's name (Sir, added I) could you talk otherwiſe 
if it wereof your miſtreſs? What is the meaning of theſe 


emotions like thoſe you felt for Donna Diana? There 


is nothing in them like a virtuous friendſhip, governed 
by the principles of honour and wiſdom. It is a vici- 
ous paſſion you deſcribe, and you ought to reduce this 
wild affection of yours to reaſonable bounds. Content 
rang 6 with leaving Memiſces behind us. Let us give 
aim letters of recommendation to your friends at Pa- 
ris, which may be of ſervice to his family. This is 
the only way you have of ſhewing your friendſhip atpre- 
ſent; for to think of the converſion of a child of his 
age, without his father's knowledge, or againſt his con- 
ſent, 1s a chimerical and childiſh notion. I ſaw that 
this reply was diſagreeable to the Marquis, and that he 


ſtruggled to hide his concern. I added therefore, to 


comfort him a little, that I was far from diſapprovin 
the friendſhip he had hitherto ſhewn Memiſces, EOS 
good.qualities deſerved the eſteem of all the world, and 
that 1 myſelf had a ſecret affeQion for him from the 
firſt moment I beheld him But I talked thus to no pur- 
poſe, for the laſt part of my diſcourſe I ſaw gave him leſs 
pleaſure than the beginning had given him uneaſineſs. 
1 know the 3 of the public with regard to 
extraordinary effects. This reflection almoſt ſtops me 
from relating the following adventure on account of its 
ſingulariry, tho' it can be atteſted by a thouſand perſons, 
both at the Hague where it happened, and in France, 
where it was known by all my friends and acquaintance, 
The day after our arrival at the Hague, which was, 
as I remember, the 5th of December, we waited on the 
Prince of Portugal, who kept us to dinner, and treated 
us in a manner, which only thoſe who know the affa- 
bility and goodneſs of that Prince are capable of judg- 
ing of. We returned in the afternoon home, becauſe it 
was too late for the Marquis to ſee the beauties of the 
place. Scarce were we got into our apartment, when 
one of our footmen came to acquaint us, that the Fa- 
ther of the two amiable Turks was at the door — 
m 
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them in his coach, and deſired to ſee us. His children 
had ſpoke to him in ſuch ſtrong terms of friendſhip, 


that he thought he could not delay his acknowledg- 


ments. I ordered Scoti, who was dreſſed well enough 
to paſs for a Gentleman Uſher, to ſhew them up ſtairs, 
and they entered in à moment after. But, good Hea- 
ven! what was my ſurprize, or rather my tranſport, in 
finding this Turkiſh officer to be the brother of my dear 
Selima, the good and the penerous Amulem. Sure 
there are no ſentiments like thoſe which nature and 
friendſhip inſpires; but their exceſs is ſometimes dan- 
gerous. If the ſtrength of my conſtitution ſupported 
me under the joy and ſurprize 1 felt, it was quite o- 
therwiſe with Amulem. He knew me by my face and 
vice, in ſpite of the alteration my years and dreſs had 
made; but he wanted equal power to bear the inter- 
view, and it was with difficulty I prevented his falling 
to the ground out of my arms. It is Salem (ſaid he, 
with a faint accent H my children, it is your uncl“. —— 
Theſe two amiable children immediately flew about my 
arms with the fondeſt cigerneſs, anc. IZcaven alone, 
knows what I felt in my heart at that inſtant !' Thus 
while I held the Father, they held me on each fide, 
and none of us could utter a word for tears. | 
reflected, however, that Amulem, whom I ſtill ſup- 
pa had occaſion for immediate help. He had loſt 
is ſpeech, and his motion ſeemed to be convulſive. He 


had ſtill ſtrength left to turn himſelf in the eaſy chair, 


in which we placed him. This made me believe his 
diſorder was an oppreſſion at the heart, occaſioned by 
the ſudden agitation of his ſpirits. I had a vein open- 
ed, which recovered his ſpeech in a moment; and he 
ſaid to me, in the I urkiſh language, is it poſſible, my 
dear Salem, that a fight which 1 ſo impatiently wiſhed 


for, will be my death? Am I deſtined to die with 


Joy ? Will not Heaven allow me to ſee my dear Sifter 


delima before I expire! I judged by this, that he was 


ignorant of her loſs, and as he was by no means in a 
condition to receive the news, I only ſpoke of the 
pleaſure I found to ſee him again. All Idefired was, 
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he hof Mover bis health, to tafte the fatiafaBion 


Heaven had granted me. Alas; (returned he) | feel 
myſelf extreamly weak, and I fear the ſhock has been 
too great for me.---I have ſeen you, at leaſt, and you 
will aſſure my Siſter, that my only trouble is to die 
without bidding her farewell. To find you both was 
the only end of my voyage, and that of my children 
into ſo remote a part of the world. I have ſeen you, 
my dear Salem, (added he, preſſing me by the hand) 
J have obtained my wiſh! If I die, I recommend to 
you my ſon and daughter, carry them to Sehima. I am 
ſatisfied I can leave them in ſuch dear hands.----I an- 
ſwered him as he ought to think of living, and that 
I hoped as his indiſpoſition was accidental, it would 
gently wear off again with proper care. I then aſked 
him, where was the daughter he ſpoke of--- There (re- 
plied he, pointing to Memifces) I bad ordered her go- 


 -"xerhefs to diſguit her (ex by that dreſs, to prevent the 


inconveniencies of ſo long a voyage, and I think pro- 
per to continue it for the fame reaſons.” Theſe two 
children, Salem, are all my treaſure ! If you love me, 
be a friend to them. ; 

Here his voice broke, tho' he made fome efforts to 
ſpeak. The phyfician I ſent for came at this juncture, 
and after enquiring into his diſorder, ordered him to be 
put into a bed. He ſpoke of him in ſuch a manner as 
1 reaſon to doubt the worſt; his chief appre- 

enſion was about his breaſt, the ſymptoms of which 
he ſeemed to dread. He ordered the bleeding to be 
repeated, and in an hour's time he loſt entirely the uſe 
of bis ſpeech and ſenſes. I then began to quit all 
hope. The phyſician however, not deſpairing, had 


him bled in the foot---It was his deliverance ! In a 


very little time his ſenſes, his voice, his breathing, 


.and even his colour were reſtored ; and all he ſuffered 
from this extraordinary accident was the weakneſs oc - 


gaſioued by his loſs of blood. Whatever the reader 
may think of ſo many extraordinary accidents in {0 
Hort. a compaſs of time, I can aſſure him of their be- 


ing truth, which an hiſtorian ſhould always prefer T 


the falſe delicacy of a critical reader. 


n 


=, 


Man of Quaiity, 
As ſoon as the ny of Amulem allowed us to 
taſte ſatis faction, we poſſeſſed it in the higheſt degree. 
[ embraced him again a thouſand times, and heſtowed 
as many careſſes on his dear children. The pleaſure L 
found every day appeared a dream to me, So unex- 
pected, fo agreeable an adventure appeared too roman 
tick to be true. I little at that time foreſaw the trou- 
bles it was to involve me in long afterwards. 
The Marquis during this ſcene had acted very dif- 
ferent characters. In the firſt tranſports our meeting 


occaſioned, he had ſtood motionleſs ; at laſt perceiving 


Amulem was my brother, he had come forward to join 
his embraces with mine, and the reader may be ſure 
Memiſces was not forgot. In the firſt impreſſions of his 
diſorder, Amulem could not remark the fondneſs of the 
Marquis for his daughter; but on his recovery, havin 
ot up, and ſeeing the Marquis too familiarly with her, 
be akked me haſtily who that young man was, and.if 
he knew Memiſces was a girl? I then diſcovered to him 
ho the Marquis was, and aſſured him not only that he 
took Memiſces for a boy, but I gave him the reaſons I 
bad for defiring he might ſtill be kept in ignorance as to 
that point. 1 did not even let my niece know, that 
evening, that I knew who ſhe was, fearing her bluſhes 
and confuſion might give the Marquis a caldicion of the 
truth. | was behdes taken up with another reflection, 
. how I ſhould acquaint Amulem with the death of Seli- 
ma, for whom he had ſo often enquired, and no doubt 
was ſurprized at the diſtant anſwers 1 gave. After ſome: 
deliberation I thought the long interval of time would: 
ſoften the news, which, however, I told him with ſome: 
precautions. He mixed his tears with mine, which. 
were renewed on this melancholy occaſion, This had: 
almoſt prevented his intention of returning thro” France; 
but when I 85 of my daughters Julia and Agada, 
whom he ſtill remembered, he reſolved to go home wixh 
me, as ſoon as he had executed his commiſſion in Hol- 
land. The Marquis was inexpreſſibly overjoyed at this. 
reſolution, becauſe he knew I could not leave him be- 
kind me. I had the ill-nature to try his temper, by tel 
E 4 | ling 


— 


1 


2 
Ae 


* 
2 Sy 
l 


Creed? . 
I "EF. © LO 
» - — . * — 

_ . 
* | - 
. * 1 
4 \ © 


nen, 


.. 
244 
43% 
5 
= 
1 
1 < 
. 
- 
* f 
N 
12 
£2 


£2546 


FOO "I: 


1 
1 
. 
5 
* * 
9 
aft 
1 


— — 
2 — 


* PE ond EEE F 
* «bb > -» © — "> 
1 


. r 
* 2 > "adit ti. 
— — n 


4+ 


As Doe 


2 TE: 2.5 
TCR DCE 


"—_ * — 
re 
— 
* 
2 2 
—— of | : > 
n — 
* * * > = IS 
3 0 


La. a0 


<> + d 6.42 * * 
E _s  4-the 
oY 
GA. 


- 
— — 
2 
TIT Io” 
YI 


— * 
25 


_ * 


ts. * 
RR EET 
— 


=" 
[ 44 


: - 222 ͤ K Tomes 
. b = LEI n x . 

———_ A po pe \ — - — — he — — 

of Y — r 222 * =+ — 3 

wins Ce . 
I 9 ' Po. - £4 * * ET 4 } _ - 
D 2 e 0 +, 

- : * * = — 


* LT] — bd - 
* ME'Zr oe vt Hue 
"© 70 > aſks be % 7 
N | - | 
"e = - 


, " 

» 2 1 

* 1 

a — — 
= 


TAX tf. Mt rant, 2 ade — ad , ET 
#4" 1 en. 2 iz —— « q ” 
_— Sr r N f — 


* 
8 


+ 
=O 


= 
* 


* 
* 
4 4 * 
3 0 £4 * we A = uo "= 9 1 . - 2 a — "= | 
4 * 1 % N — * 2 » l 4 . 
. 8 ® : L — * 2. — * 
WY r r ow" 5 A _ 7 7 a _— 7 rr > 2 1＋ — > - 9 } 
* — 4 2 1 » Sd _ * - & . * by — 
2 8 3 „ * -. - - % = - ' + * — 4 : - ib * — 7 
* 2 < * — £4 — 4 : >w, et” > * p SI 5 . 
l - 4 7 a ; , 2 U 4 
A . An 23 2 ** [4 — rn + 5 Gs 2 = 4 1 # *p * 1 f. 4. *- . * * p 2 = — 24 A ** — 
= — P - . 0 4 
r rd 1 * | - — — * 1 * k 
— — 1 —1 » 2 FE a . 
1 - 8 K C 


% 
＋ — wag us wo 


4 bn 5 * * 
g 24 Tos. G Þ F * 
88 
* BN 8 
2 oy | 
- * 
— 42 


— 


4 4 . CS LES . 
- - ; \ — nts Exc 22 — n — 
. — — = -&* FL 2 — — * 
A 5 


— _— + I WT ns 
* — mm mo , K - — * 5 
W PII bu x 
. 4 od +24 $34 N * * VT — 
P 4 3 —— 2 ̃ — i n+ — * 


had his anſwer, approving my deſign, and deſiring to 


85 keep the Marquis with me, becauſe he intended he 


Memiſces began to ſpeak French tolerably, ſo that our 


tanke it ill he was fond of my nephew? I ſaw plainly my 
niece had a tenderneſs for him, by the manner, in 
which ſhe received his careſſes, and his toying with her, 


of her paſſion, Good morning to my dear niece (ſaid [ 


80 MEMOIRS of a 
ling him, that I deſigned to leave him at the Hague till 
our return. He complained heavily of this, and went 
ſo' far as to ſay, that he ſaw too well I had no regard 
for him, and wanted to deprive him of the pleaſure of 
ſeeing Memiſces, but that I could not hinder him to fol- 
low us to France. We were ſoon reconciled, when he 
found I only jeſted. I wrote the Duke of * that even- 
Ing an account of our ſafe arrival in Holland, and in. 
formed him that my meeting with my brother obliged 
me to return for a ſhort time to France, In a week 1 


ſhould not return to Paris till he had finiſhed his tra. 
vels. But he promifed to come and ſee us, when he 
had notice from me of our arrival at my daughter's 
houſe, or that of the Count de my paternal uncle, 

We ſpent two months in Holland with the greateſt 
tranquillity and ſatisfaction. Our uſual viſits were to 
'the French and Portugueze Embaſſadors, the firſt of 
whom was the Marquis de Chateauneuf. As for Amulem 
and his family, we ſtayed with each other by turns, and 
looked on ourſelves as always at home. Muleid and 


converſation was eaſy and agreeable. All my fear was, 
the Marquis ſhould ſuſpe@ the ſex of Memiſces, which 
F foreſaw would produce a bad effect. His affection 
ſeemed to be increaſed fince he knew his relation to me, 
He declared it openly himſelf, and aſked me if I could 


I let ſome days paſs before I acquainted her I was 1n- 
formed of her ſex. At laſt, fearing the Marquis, who 
grew every day more loving, might inſpire her with an 
equal tenderneſs, I ra proper to let her know | 
was acquainted with her ſex, as a reſtraint on the growth 


one day.) She bluſhed without making anſwer, and I 
looked at her with a ſmile. At laſt ſhe told me I forgot 
ſhe was my nephew Memiſces. No, (replied I, embra- 

0 cing 
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cing her) I know who you are, and if I loved you as 
Memiſces, I love you yet better as my niece. I ſee (re- 
turnedſhe) that my Father has diſcovered my ſex to you; 
no doubt you. have been acquainted with 1t ever fince 

our arrival. We continued converſing in the ſame poſ- 
ture, when the Marquis entered the hall where we were, 
and coming ſoftly behind my niece, he gave me a ſign 
not to take notice he was there, I complied with his ' 
defire, as I wanted to ſee how my niece would receive 
him after our eclarciſſement together. The Marquis 
catched her about theneck, and kiſſed her ſeveral times. 
I ſaid not a word.--- Memiſces (for I ſhall continue that 
name) ſtruggled to get out of his hands, and pretend- 
ing he had hurt her, with anangry tone, begged he would 
let her alone.---The Marquis, not accuſtomed to hear 
her ſpeak ſo, made a thouſand fond excuſes,.and would 
ſee if her neck was hurt, which was a diverting ſcene. 
At laſt I took the part of Memiſces, telling the Mar- 
quis that ſuch embraces were contrary to decency, and 
fit for children at the beſt. How ſevere you are (cri- 
ed he) when people love each other, where is the-harm 
of expreſſing it? Memiſces replied with great ſincerity 
and innocence, Don't imagine, Sir, I have the leſs: 
friendſhip. for you, becauſe I am not fond of toying. 
be my friend as much as I am yours, and jeſt no more 
with me. This will be a double obligation. | 
Amulem had not as yet informed me of the ſtate of 
his affairs at Amaſia, I fell upon this ſubje& one day 
by aſking concerning Oſcina, and ſeveral other perſons 
1 had known in that place. I believed till then that 
Muleid and Memiſces were the children of the fair 
Greek, but I underſtood with ſurprize that, notwith- 
ſanding the paſſion Amulem had for her, they never 
had cohabited together, and that ſhe had continued 
but a ſhort time in his poſſeſſion. Theſe are the par- 
ticulars, as related by himſelf. 8 4 
You remember (ſaid he) that Oſcina's affections were 
engaged, when | had the good fortune to carry her off 
from Conſtantinople. Hatred to the Sultan, and grief 
for the loſs of her lover, were the motives of her flight. 
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82 MEMOIRS of «- 
I quickly perceived that ſhe treated me only with an fo. 
different complaifaace, ſuch as gratitude inſpires, but 
far from the tenderneſs my paſſion required. Love 
waſtes ãtfelf when it meets no return. I viſited Oſcina 
every day in my Seraglio, with the ſondeſt aſſiduities. 
All. my mily were perſuaded that, after my Father's 
death, ſhe would be the favourite miſtreſs. She had 
then the abfolute power over my heart, if ſhehad known 
how to have preſerved it; but her coldneſs was ſo in- 
vincible, that by degrees her beauties grew lifeleſs to 
me. She would ſometimes admit my careſſes, tellin 
me, ſhe knew ſhe was my property, and that ſhe ha 
coſt me too dear to refufe me the poſſeſſion of her per- 
ſon; but not the leaſt ign of fondneſs ! Nothing but 
continual fighs, a melancholy air, and diſtracted looks 
even in the .moſt endearing moments of my love!-.. 
But what contributed moſt to make me forget her, 
was the, purchaſe 1 wade of a lovely Circaſſian ſlave, 
called Agelona, of whom I grew paſſionately fond. I 
bought her. of a ſlave-merchant, who was carrying her 
to Conſtantinople. She was not ſo great a beauty as 
Oſeina, but-ſhe poſſeſſed all thoſe inexpreſſible graces 
that inſpire love, beyond the fineſt faces. And ſhe ſoon 
"9 a oe in my heart, which ſhe retained to her 
death. She bore me thoſe lovely children you ſee, and 
if you ink Memiſces-amiable, it is becauſe ſhe is the 
picture of her dear mother, only that her eyes are more 
Lively, and her features more delicate. In the arms of 
Agelona I forgot the indifference of Oſcina, and ſeldom 
viſited her but through deceucy like the other women 
of my Seraglio. One evening ſhe ſent to deſire a pri- 
vate audience of me, I cauſed her to be admitted im- 
mediately. Seeing her fall at my feet in tears, I raiſ- 
ed her up gently, and placing her by me, 1 deſired to 
know the cauſe of her trouble. She began a moving 
relation of her misfortunes, from the time of her bein 
carried into ſlavery by Mezzo Morto. I abando 
myſelf (continued ſhe weeping) into you hands. I own 
I — no reaſon to repent it, my condition is become 
more eaſy, and if I aflit myſelf, it is owing to my 
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paſf ſorrows, rather than my preſent treatment, which: 
s ſuch as claims the moſt grateful acknowledgments.. 
Unhappy ! That it Was not in my power to return your 
loye, and make — happy * but alas! my heart was 
not in my own diſpoſal! I am ſenſible my indifference 
has tired out your patience, and that you have left me 
for a kinder miſtreſs. I have my. right to complain 7 


it, What I have now to intreat of you, by all the love 
you ever owned for me, is to grant me the liberty of 
returning to Smyrna, my native city. Since my pre: 
ſence here is uſeleſs to your ſatis faction, reſtore me to 
my country, my parents, and my family! To whom I. 
was once dear, and who for ſo many years have de - 
plored my loſs l. My Father is rich, and will give yon 
any ranſom you demand for me: So that you will reap. 1 
a double advantage ay freedom, the beſtowing © +3 
on an unhappy woman the ſole blefling.the has to hope, 1" 
and the augmenting your own treaſures, by receiving - a 
from me more than you. value me at, or. than indeed I 
am worth. | 

When ſhe had ended, ſhe threw herſelf at my knees, 
which ſhe.embraced a ſecond. time in ſpite of my reluc-. 
tance. I. anſwered her (after raiſing her up) that it had 
been her. own fault ſhe was not. one of the happieſt. 
women in Aſia; that her coldneſs indeed had freed my 
heart, and made me ſeek. for happineſs elſewhere; but 
tho' ſhe had loſt my love, ſhe. ſill poſſeſſed my eſteem, 
and I could not help blaming her, for deferring to aſk. 
a. favour which I would never have refuſed. her. I told 
her ſhe might look on her ſlavery as near a cloſe ;. that 
having ſome buſineſs on the coaſt of the Mediterranean, 
I would take that opportunity af taking her to Smyr- 

na, without any ranſom, that ſhe might at leaſt remem-. 
ber my generoſity, though ſhe had been deaf to my 
aſſon, Oſcina ſeemed: greatly touched at what L 
aid. I kept my promiſe to her about two months af- 
ter, and I believe ſhe is now at Smyrna happy in the 
midſt of her relations. 

My intention (continued Amulem) in viſiting the 
coaſt of the Mediterranean, was to find out ſome French 
ſhip by which I might convey my letters to you. G Ab- 

ence, 
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ſence, contrary to its uſual effect, had increaſed m 
trouble for our ſeparation. All the places where 1 
had ſeen you in our youth recalled to my memory 
your cares and your friendſhip. The image of my 
dear fiſter was inceſſantly before my eyes. Shall I ne- 
ver behold them again? (ſaid I often to myſelf.) Shall 
J not at leaſt have the ſatis faction to let them know I 
always think of them, and that I can never ceaſe to 
love them ?——1I found along the coaſt ſeveral veſſels 
from Marſeilles and Genoa, by whom I ſent different 
Pacquets, hoping one at leaſt might be ſo lucky as to 
reach your hands. I find they have all misſcarried At 
laſt, ſeveral years being paſt in this anxiety, my chil. 
dren being grown up, I took the reſolution of going 
with them into France. I was informed that Mehemet 
Lebi, who is my kinſman, was raiſed to the dignity 
of Captain Pacha. The authority of his poſt I thought 
might procure me-the means of going with my family 
into Europe. I brought my children in this view to 
Conſtantinople; but we found him gone from thence, 
by the order of his Sublime Highneſs, our great Em- 
peror, to viſit the Iſles of the Archipelago: This diſap- 
pointment did not diſcourage me. I left my children 
with Genad, whom you formerly knew at Conſtantino- 
ple, and who enjoys a healthy old age. I took my pal- 
ſage for Scio, where I heard Mehemet Lebi certainly was. 
1 found him there. He knew me again, and having offered 
me his ſervices, Ideclared to him without diſguiſe my 
intentions. You could not, (ſaid he) Amulem, have 
comeina morelucky time. I wanted a perſon, in whom 
I could confide, to negociate ſome affairs in Holland, 
relating to the intereſts of the Ottoman Porte. Accept 
this commiſſion, You may eaſily return by the way of 
France, The propoſition of Mehemet Lebi charmed 
me. 1 only deſired time to return to Conſtantinople for 
my children ; but he ſaid the affairs of our Emperor 
would admit of no delays, and I thought it better to 
want the ſatis faction of their company, than miſs ſuch 
a fortunate occaſion. I only ſent word to Genad to pro- 
cure them a paſſage in the firſt Engliſh or Datch ſhip 
that ſhould ſail, I was the more eaſy, as I had an entire 


confidence 
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confidence in the domeſticks I had placed about them. 
I arrived here after a proſperous voyage, and my nego- 
tiation has been ſucceſsful beyond my hopes. There is 
only the death of Selima to allay the joy I feel in reco- 
vering you in ſo ſurpriſing a manner, and meeting my 
children at the ſame time with their dear uncle. | 
Amulem's commiſſion kept us in Holland longer than 
we wiſhed. He had ſome points to adjuſt with M. de 
Chateauneuf, the French ambaſſador, which retarded 
him. We ſpent that time in viſiting the principal towns 
of that country. Amulem intruſted his childr:n to my 
care, ſo that they accompanied us in this little tour. 
At laſt we ſet out together for France, and arrived at 
the ſeat of my uncle the Count de“. whom I had 
informed by a letter from Holland of our intended viſit. 
He received us with a magnificence, which I complained 
of to him, thinking it put him to too great an expence, 
The Duke of * * * ®, the Marquis's father, met us here 
according to his promiſe, and as all the nobility of the 
province came to pay him their compliments, we had a 
ſplendid court. The Marquis de * * * ®, my ſon in 
law, with my dear Julia, were at the head of the com- 
pany. I leave the reader to gueſs the endearments that 
paſſed between them and Amulem with his children, 
Agada was like to dye with joy in ſeeing her old maſter, 
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had promiſed to come to us in a ew days. We began 


* 
a the brother of her dear miſtreſs, to whom ſhe had been 
| ſo faithfully attached. 2 
/ The good grace and beauties of Memiſces were ob- 
e ſerved by all preſent. The Duke of * *, who per- 
n ceived his ſon's fondneſs for that lovely youth, ca.114 ' 
, not forbear praiſing his good taſte. The reader will | 
pt ſee the conſequences. Oar joys ſeem'd now to be com- 38-3 
of piete, when an unhappy accident poiſoned all our ſa- 1 
ed tisfaction, and forced me once more to reflect, that it is r 
or not in this tro-bleſome world we can hope for ſolid and e 
Or lating pleaſures. Alas! I needed no new proof of a truth - 60 
to I had ſo often experienced We had been three weeks 1 
ich mot agreeably entertained, at my uncle's the Count de 1 
i %, and were now at my daughter's ſeat, where he Fl 4 
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to grow impatient at his delay, but our expectations 
. ſoon 3 to tears. An apoplexy had, in a few 
minutes, laid the worthieſt and beſt of men in his 
grave! We were thunder-ſtrack at fo fatal and un. 

reſeen a loſs, which I cannot recall to mind without: 


BOOK XI. 


THE death of the Count de ** **, my generow 
uncle, put a ſtop to our joy, and obliged us to, 

alter our reſolution of paſſing ſome weeks at my dear 
Julias. Amolem was under a neceſſity of returning to 
Turky, to give an account of his commiſſion ; but I was: 
unwilling to part with him entirely, and propoſed to, 
him, the leaving his children at my daughter's ;. he con- 
ſented to this, and promiſed us to return to-France, as 
ſoon as he had ended his affairs at: the Porte. As we 
reckoned he would. not be abſent above four or five 
months, I thought we might employ this time well, in 
letting the Marquis ſee England, after which we might: 
rejoin Amulem, and bear him. company as far as Vi- 
enna, which place he deſigned to take in his laſt return 
to Amaſia. He approved highly of this ſcheme. 1 
communicated it to the Duke , who- conſented to 
it, ſo that all that now remained, was to put it into ex- 
ecution, Our farewel was affectionate, eſpecially be- 
tween the Marquis and Memiſces ; nous I could ob- 
ferve nothing particular. They had both the art to de- 
ceive me; but it was not long before I found my error. 
We had a good paſſage from Calais to Dover. Ire 
marked nothing very particular from thence to Gravel: 
end, where we left the poſt, in order to go by water to 
London. What enchanting ſcenes appeared along the 
banks of the Thames, which is one of the —_—— 
| ave 
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1 have ever ſeen! It was continually covered with veſ- 

ſels of all forts. In ſeveral places we obſerved docks for 

building ſhips, or magazines for naval ſtores. The coun- 
try on the other ſide appears populous, and improved to 

the laſt degree, To that we ſaw round us conſtant marks 

of the plenty that reigns in this fortunate iſland, and of 
the happineſs of its inhabitants. In approaching Lon- 

don we paſſed through a foreſt of ſhips, which ſeemed 
to multiply as we advanced, and ſoon after landed at the 

tower of that metropolis. 

As no city in the world has greater conveniencies for 
ſtrangers, we eaſily got our baggage carried to that part 
of it, where we deſigned to lodge. The advantages of 
deing near the court, determined us to chuſe our apart- 
ment in Suffolk-ftreet. Our firſt viſit was to M , 
our embaſſador, whom the Duke had informed of the 
Marquis's journey by a letter from Paris. He received 
us with great kindne(s, and offered us one of his coaches 
to attend us, but we had already hired a chariot by the 
week. As he was the next day to have an audience of 
his Britannick Majeſty, he told the Marquis it would be 
a proper occaſion to introduce him to the King. For 
this purpoſe. we went with the embaſlador the next 
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a violent agitation, on account of the conſequences of 
the 
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* morning about ten o'clock to St. James's, and after a 5 
b mort ſtay in the antichamber, while that miniſter had a 1 
1 private audience, he came back himſelf to introduce the 9 
: Marquis to his Majeſty, whom he had prepared to re- e 
a, ceive him. That prince fat covered in an arm'd chair. e 
[ He roſe as the Marquis bow'd, and gently lifted off his 1 
0. hat, and being covered again, he came forwards to the „„ 
* middle of the room, where we had the honour to con- 1 
e. verſe with him near a quarter of an hour. He aſſured „ 
d- the Marquis, in an obliging manner, of his favour, and 1 
e. that he ſhould wiſh to contribute all in his power to 1 
oh make his refidence in England agreeable to him. We ; md 
n had the ſame day an audience of the Prince and Princeſs 1 
J 2 Wales, by whom we were treated with great good - s 125 
8. * 
n We found the court and the nation, at our arrival, in fl 
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the rebellion in Scotland; for though the deſigns of the 
Pretender with reſpect to England, had entirely miſcar- 
ried, by the defeat at Preſton, ard the taking priſoners 
the heads of that inſurrection, who were now confined 
in the tower of London; yet the number of the diſaf. 
' feed party ſtill continued ſo great, that the King and 
parliament were under great alarms ; and every day per. 
ſons were arreſted upon the leaſt ſuſpicions. 


The five rebel lords were condemned to die on the 


very day we landed, but the King had ſuſpended the 


execution of their ſentence for a few days, in order to 


obtain ſome diſcoveries. This delay occaſioned the ef. 
cape of the Earl of Nithiſdale, who was ſaved by the 
courage and generoſity of his wife. This lady, who 
was paſſionately fond of her huſband, finding the King 
inflexible by all her tears and intreaties for the Earl's lice, 
and that the ſollicitations of the foreign ambaſſadors had 
no better effect, took another method. As the King, 
however immoveable he ſeem'd, never refuſed her au- 
dience, ſhe threw herſelf once more at his Majeſty's 
feet, and begg'd, ſince he muſt die, ſhe might be al. 
lowed to ſee him alone, and take her laſt farewel. Her 
requeſt was granted, and by the royal order, ſhe was 
left alone with her husband. She loſt no time in oblig- 
ing him to change clothes with her, and take advan- 
tage of the diſguiſe to make his eſcape. He had the 
good fortune to paſs all the guards unobſerved, whether 
it was the handkerchief he held,. as if to dry his tears, 
concealed his face ; or, as it is more probable, the of- 
ficer on guard had been bribed to favour the eſcape. 
The news was ſoon publick ; bu: in ſpite of all mea- 
ſures uſed to retake him, it was known in a few days he 
had landed ſafe in France, We heard at the ſame time, 
that the Pretender had left Scotland, and landed at 
Gravelines, with a deſign to retire to Avignon. I his 
news ſeemed to make the court eaſy, but it did not pre- 
vent the rebels from ſuffering, who were ſhot or hang'd: 
The Lords Derwentwater and Kenmure, were beheaded, 
and we had the curioſity to be preſent at the execution. 


They died with great conſtancy and reſolution. 


The 
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The evening of the ſame day, as the Marquis and I 
went to the aſſembly, which was held thrice a week, 
at the Counteſs of R, I was ſurpriſed to fee an air 
of grief there, which I had never remarked before. It 
was told me as a ſecret, that this lady had a violent paſ- 
fion for the unhappy Lord Derwentwater ; but that her 
reſpe& for the King, as well as fear for her husband, 
prevented her from openly diſcovering her ſorrow ; {0 
that ſhe had even forced herſelf to receive company as 
uſual. I obſerved her that night with great attention, 
to ſee if I could diſcover the ſituation of her mind. 
She took notice of this, and when the company broke 
up, a footman whiſpered me, that his lady deſired to 
ſpeak privately with me.—I was at a loſs. what to think 
of ſuch an invitation. However, I deſired the A 
to go home in the coach, and expect me home before 
ſupper In a moment after I was introduced to the 
Counteſs in her cloſet. She took care to lock the door 
with great precaution, and placing me ia a chair by her, 
ſhe ſpoke thus. 1 know Sir, that you ate a man of qua- 
lity, and what I more eſtcem, a man of honour, ſo that 
freely put this confidence in you. You behold in me 
the moſt wretch:d woman upon earch. I have this day 
loſt all that made life dear to me, and if J have power 
ta ſurvive poor Lord Derwentwater, I am reſolved not 
to live amongſt the barbarians who have deprived me of 
him. I will leave England, if I periſh in the attempt. 
The ſea ports are all narrowly guarded, ſo that I know 
my eſcape will be attended with great hazards ; but 
were they greater, I am determined to ſurmount them. 
| have communicated my deſign to your embaſſador un- 
der the ſeal of ſecrecy ; and intreated him to procure me 
a retreat in France. He has excuſed himſelf for fear of 
offending the Duke Regent, who has a great deference 
for the Britiſh court ; but at the ſame time he adviſed 
me to apply to you, Sir, as the piopereſt perſon to do 


ne this good office. Conſider, Sir, what you think 
Proper to do in favour of an unhappy woman, and be 
ed my gratitude ſhall be equal to the value of the 
erice I receive, —L was ſo little prepared for an over- 
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ture of this kind, that I pauſed a while for a reply.- ] 
am obliged to your lady ſh ip (anſwered I at laft) for the 
honour you do tne im this confidence ; but I own to you, 
Madam, I am ſurpriſed the embaſſador ſhould do me 
the favour to point me out for a ſervice which he de. 
clines himſelf, and this without informing you, what 
methods I ſhall take to oblige you. Rather, Madam, 
be ſo good to reflect, that being wholly a ſtranger in 
the kmgdom, where I have not Dar ten days, and tied 
by my duty to attend the Marquis de, I am in no 
capacity of performing what you require.— Ves Sir, (in- 
terrupted my lady) what I aſk is in your power; if! 
had not been aſſured of it, I had not propoſed it.—The 
ſcheme is this. It is eafy for you to ſend back one of 
your domeſticks to France, under pretence of ſecret bu- 
ſineſs, and obtain from the court a paſiport, as if for 
two. I will diſguiſe myſelf (if it be neceſſary) in the 
Marquis's livery, and by this means eafily get out of 
the kingdom, All I aſk is that you would chuſe for this 
'end, a ſober prudent fellow, and one whoſe fidelity [ 
ean be affured of. —1 replied, that I hoped her ladyſtiy 
would allow me a day before I returned her a 8 


anſwer, intreating her not to take this delay amibs, and 
to reſt aſſured of my ſecrecy and reſpect. I left her in. 
mediately, and went home muſing on this adventar. 
I reſolved to ſee the embaſſador next morning, and talk 
to him about what had paſſed. | 
At my return I found another ſcene of uneaſineſs pre 
pared for me. The Marquis not expecting my retun 
ſo ſoon, had ſeized this opportunity to write a letter, 
which, no doubt, he never deſigned I ſhould ſee. He 
was ſo intently employed, that I entered the roo, 
without his obſerving me; and had the curioſity to loa 
ently over his chair, though I no way ſuſpected what 
he was about. My ſurprize was inexpreſſible, at per 
ceiving, by the tile, it was a letter of love. I retun's 
as ſoftly as I came in, and calling Briſſant to me, whon 
I knew to be his maſter's confident, I queſtioned lin 
about the matter; but I preſently found he was 45 


norant as I of this intrigue. He proteſted all be 8 
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done for the Marquis fince our arrival was to carry a 
letter of his to the poſt, that he even did not know the 
direction of it, only he remembered it was for France. 
I charged him for the future to let me ſee all the letters 
intruſted to him, on penalty of being turned out of our 
ſervice. I went out till ſupper was ready, to fit ata 
neighbouring coffee-houſe, thas I might give the Mar- 
quis time to finiſh his pacquet. On my return, I found 
Briſſant waiting for me at the door, with the letter, 
which I put in my pocket till I went to bed. We ſupp'd 


the country, with which the Marquis appear'd charmed. 
] can never ſorgive Guy Patin (ſays he) for his unjuſt 
and vile charaQter of the Engliſh. He ſays, they are 
amongſt mankind, what the wolves are amongſt the 
brutes; never was accuſation more falſe. It is proper, 
anſwered I, to make a diſtinction. The cenſure of Pa- 
tin is unjuſt, if applied to the whole people of England : 
for there is ſcarce a nation in the world where you find 
more humanity, worth, honour. or fincerity, than among 
the Engliſh. The welfare of the pablick, a true taſte 
for learning and arts, the love of liberty, and the con- 
tempt of flattery and diflimulation, are hereditary vir- 
tues here. But they are neither to be. found amongſt 
the common people, who in England are too ignorant 
and ſavage to be capable of ſuch noble qualities, nor 
amongſt their youth; who are exceſſively vicious. It is 
pre: only at a certain age, and in a certain rank above the 
un g vulgar, that the real character of the Engliſh a 5 
and in this light, I will be bold to ſay, that the longer 
you are acquainted with them, the more you will be 
convinced, that they are the worthieſt people in the uni- 
verſe. So that, though Patin's reflection be groundleſs, 
if applied in general, yet if you reſtrain it to the popu ; 
Jace, it is only carried too far.— Shall I tell you, (inter- 
upted the Marquis) what idea I have of the three na · 
tions I have ſeen, The Spaniards neither pleaſe at firſt 
view, nor upon a thorough acquaintance. The French 
em your eſteem immediately, by the faireſt appear- 
Nees: bat you ſaon find ſo many bad qualities * 
| und 
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under this ſuperficial outfide, that your regard diminiſh, 
as your intimacy increaſes. I hey reſemble thoſe fie 


pieces of art, that ſeem wonderful at the firſt view, bu 
on cloſer examination; loſe all their luſtre. As to tle 
Engliſh, though their external appearance is ſimple ar 
plain, yet to an attentive ſpeQator, it is manly and pry. 
miſing. You diſcover, on every freſh contideratiq, 
new advantages riſe to you unperceiv'd before; and the 
nearer you examine, you find the virtues of the Engi 
are founded on ſolid principles, improved by natur 
good ſenſe, and a happy education. 

I was much pleaſed with theſe ſentiments of the Ma. 
quis, which I told him agreed with my own. I wx 
glad to ſee he had got 10 of thoſe childiſh pre;judics 
natural to moſt people, and eſpecially the French, why 
generally are vain enough to imagine themſelves the fk 
nation of the world. This ridiculous prepoſſeſſion is: 
real diſadvantage to young travellers, becauſe it hinden 
them from obſerving not only the good qualities of tie 
firangers with whom they coaverie, but hides the deſeh 
they bring with them from their native country. 

As ſoon as I retired to my chamber, I looked at oy 
pacquet, the ſuperſcription of which appeared to nt 
2 a myſtery, It was directed for the ſteward of ny 

aughter's eſtate. I conſidered a while what buſi 
the Marquis could have with this man, and being abi 
to conjecture nothing, I opened the pacquet which! 
found only to be a blank cover, containing anothet 
letter, on which were wrote theſe words, To M. Me 
miſces. I believed that then I had diſcovered the & 
cret, and as I thought it only a letter of friendſhip, | 
was about to ſeal the pacquet again, and fend it aua. 
But a ſecret curioſity determined me to be ſure of tit 
truth, by breaking open the letter. I did ſo, and tit 
firſt words I ſaw had like to have made me drop it o 
of my hands. It began wich my viece's real nam 
which I could have {worn till then the Marquis had ben 
ignorant of ; he called her his dear and too lovely Nats 
na, My uneaſin - ſs was redoubled, when 1 fourd a 
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reading it, not only that the Marquis knew her ſex, 
and was violenily in love, but that he had learned this 
ſecret from herſelf, ſo that I could no longer doubt but 
ſhe was ſenſible of his paſſion. In the confuſion this 
diſcovery gave me, I formed ſeveral projects, without 
fixing on any certain reſolution. As the Marquis had 
concealed this affair from me, I was apprehenſive my 
remonſirances would be to no purpoſe. He had now ac- 
W quired more experience and courage by his travels and 
his age, ſo that I foreſaw it would be difficult to manage 
him, and I looked on this amour as the ſource of much 
Ws future trouble to me! At laſt, after innumerable re- 
© fecions, that kept me reſtleſs good part of the night, I 
W reſolved ta take no notice of the matter to him. But I 
W4diſpatched a letter to my daughter, with a full account 
Jof the whole affair, deſiring her at the ſame time, to ex- 
amine her ſteward, in order to find out his intrigue with 
che Marquis, and oblige him to deliver into her hands, 
Wall the letters he received for the future. At the ſame 
ume I adviſed her carefully to obſerve my niece's con- 


of duct, and procure her all ſuch innocent pleaſures and 
ne {Wamuſements as might divert her paſſion, while 1 took 
me fame method with reſpect to the Marquis. I gave 
nen his letter to Briſſant, to put into the office, making him 
zble rt the ſame time a preſent of a ſmall purſe of guineas, 
iche ſecure him in my intereſt, Having thus ſettled this 
ther affair, as I thought to ſatisfaction, I went to the em- 
Me. paſfador's in order to finiſh that of the Counteſs of R. 
ne 6 Ny reſpect for his excellency did not hinder me from 
ip, | inting to him, how much I was diſſatisfied at his put- 
away. ing it into that lady's head to addreſs herſelf to me. 
fee anſwered me laughing, —What would you have me 
nd the e? She is a charming wcman. She preſſed me ſo 
it o {WFarneſtly, that 1 was forry my character would not ſuf- 
name, er me to oblige her in this point myſelf; beſides I can 
d ben ee no hazard you run by ſerving her; and I know (ad- 
; Nati ed he with a ſmile) you are a man of too much gal- 


Hatry to refuſe it. I anſwered him, that I could ſcarce 
Peiieve but he jeſted with me. He aſſured me he was 
Ne ſerious, and that he thought there was not the leaſt 
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danger in the projet. If you think ſo, Sir, (anſwered 
I} 1 will not decline doing my Lady R.. the fer. 
vice required; but it is with this proviſo, that if any 
miſchief happen, I may lay the blame on your influ. 
ence. He replied, that he would bear it all, if ] al. 
lowed him to have no hand in the execution. 

- Ori farther conſideration, I thought I run no 
riſque, for I was too little acquamted with my Lord R-4 
to fear either his jealouſy or hatred, I therefore reſol. 
ved to oblige my lady, as ſhe defired ; only I thought 
proper to take ſome precautions to avoid obſervation and 
noiſe in the method I uſed, I ſen: my Lady a billet by 
an unknown hand, to acquaint her with this, and deſire 
a ſecret interview in ſome ſecure pl:ce. The bearer was 
not long in bringing me her anſwer, by which ſhe ap. 
| er to meet me that evening, at the bagnio in C-) 

L—: I was ſcarce at the plzce of aſſignation, when 
ſhe came in a chair. She ſeemed overjoyed at my con- 
ſenting to the meaſures ſhe propoſ: d. We agreed what 
further ſteps ſhould be taken and that or meetings for 
that purpoſe ſhould be at the ſame place. 

Before I relate the conclufi. n of this extraordinary ad- 
venture, I think it neceflaty to confeſs my weaknels to 
the reader, in order to merit his indulgence: I do thi 
the rather, becauſe he may be ſurprized at ſome circun- 
ſtances in it, that ſeem inconſiſtent with the character! 
have appeared in th ough theſe memoirs. But by the 
confeſſion I make of my own ſtruggles'and remorſe, be 
will ſee I have till ſo far had the command of myſelh, 
as never to violate the rules of honour and virtue, 1 
which I have all my life had the firiQeſt regard, 

Having entered into theſe engagemen s with my La 
R, I thought I was obliged conduct the affair 0 
a- ſucceſsful iſſue. I eaſily obtained — in the 
name of two of the Marquis 2 domeſticks, which! 
ſhewed the Counteſs the next day, and at the ſame time 
took meaſure of her height, in order to have 2 le. 
made for her. I choſe Scoti for the perſon I deſi 
to attend her, and bound her by the moſt ſolemn Les 
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miſes to keep the ſecret, even after her departure, 
Some days paſt on, during which I often ſaw her at the 
uſual place. She told me ſhe thought it proper to fix 
upon another place for her diſguiſe, in order to eſcap 
all notice or jeaſouſy. I approved this, and accordingly 
ſecured an 3 near Moorfields. Here ſhe brought 
all her jewels, and as much ready motiey as ſhe could 
lay her hands on. In ſhort, the diſguiſe was made up, 
Scoti ready, and this ſecret negociation on the point of 


pointed for her journey, juſt as I had bid the Counteſs 
farewel, ſhe ſtopt me thort by the arm.—I ſaw by her 
eyes and _— of colour, ſhe was in great cqpfuſion.— 
She begged I would fit down a moment, and began 
thus. —l conſeis Mr. de Renoncour I ought to bluſh in 
telling you what occaſions the trouble you ſee me in, 
Sure | am the moſt unhappy creature in the world !—LI 
need not afſure you of my grief for Lord Derwentwa- 
ter. The deſperate reſolution I am ready to purſue, 
may convince you my ſorrows are real —Shall I tell you 


I have ſeen you ?— Hold Sir, (added ſhe, ſe ing I was 
about to interrupt her) I beg you will hear me out —I 
know this may appear ſurprizing, after what I have 
confeſſed to you ! I can aſſign no reaſon for it, but the 
oddneſs of my deſtiny, and the force of your merit. I 
will however acknowledge to you, the manner in which 
the change happened. In the reflections I have made 


the inconveniency of finding myſelf in a ſtrange country, 
x'y and wiſhing for the company of ſome man of honour, 


r 0 whole good ſerſ- and prudence might direct me. You 
the immediately came into my head. The civility and po- 


lieneſ of your con ct, and the g nerous and obliging 


have awakened my grititi de or rather warmed it i to 
a kir der p ſſion. 1 repreſented you to my mi d, 
as my ſo e ſupport r and comforter, I am no ignorant 


a happy concluſion, when the evening before the day ap- 


after this, that I find my heart ſo changed, that I no, 
longer know myſelf. I no longer wo for bim, ſince 


on my flight to France, I could not help thinking of 


zeal with which y u have contributed to my ſaſe y, 


you fort ne is unequal to your rank and merit. I gl 55 


. 

| 4 
©» At 
4 
N. 
33 
K. 

1 

1 | 
"= 


» o * 


i bed 22 
— — . 


N 
. 


2 * 
2 
— 


" - 


»2 2 


my * 
3 „ 
= — 
ay Cur by 228 
— . n . 8 » 
— —>— ages 
=, — 
4 


rn 
n Fa — 3 oP : 
l IX" 1 2 Eg — 4 4 4 3 

7 * „ 


nd — — 
*. 
4 = n 
Sow — 
244 . * 
—_ 


9 
T; 22 
— 
— — 
20 2 
» T2 - « 


* 
Me 17 


we 
2 : 
8 —- £ * 
n 
N * — 


— 
* a? = \ 3 


rr r 


Ng 


or Arr 
— ho 
* 7 £ 


— — 
* 

= — — 4 2 
* P44 


— 2. 2 
* 4 »< * * * 

4 * A — — A =” 
3 99 — aid doi "ma XS 8 l 
. £. 4 A444 - 1 2 — 
7 — * N: — — — — L * * þ a+ 
4 0 » * * 4 

— ? 


3 ö . 
5 1 . * *. 4 . 
— 4 r 


=x 
CD fo 
S _ 


— „ 
* 
p | F [1 
* 1 
1 = 
A 


— 


* 3 
N 


. 
- <P 
N — * THT 7 
Snare: 
-v< 


__— CC 
« 

J * 

— 


3 
"MI 
3 


N. 


— 
DOI DEA LF 


I 
— 
22 


% 

1 
131 
by 

3 
5 
9 


— 4 * 2 


3 — . 
* 11 £ 


——_— 1 


— 
Be 
1 
Sw 
L "3 2 T5 
nA 
T k 2 


- 
— . 1 
1 * — 
_—_ 4 —— 


96 MEMOIRS of « 
ly offer you a ſhare in mine, with my heart. My jew. 
els alone are worth 25,0001. In ſhort, you have ſuc. 
ceeded my Lord Derwentwater, in the tenderneſs he 
died poſſeſſed of, and it is your own fault if you ever 
loſe it —Anſwer me, Sir, (continued ſhe, preſſing me 
by the hand) will you refuſe the offers of a woman of 
my quality? and make me a greater object of pity, by 
your inſenſibility, than I am already, by all my paſt 

misfortunes ? 

Here ſhe ceaſed, dropping ſome few tears, and with 
her eyes caſt down expected my anſwer. Heaven can 
witneſs for me, that in the whole courſe of my life I 
never found myſelf in ſuch a dilemma. ——TI concealed, 
however, as much as poſſible, my confuſion, and re- 
plied in a calm tone, You cannot wonder, Manam, if! 
am ſurpriſed at your ladyſhip's diſcourſe. Whatever 
good opinion I have of your ſincerity, it is impoſſible to 
conceive that a man of near fixty, loaded with misfor- 
tunes and years, can have the happineſs to inſpire you 
with ſuch tender ſentiments. 1 never, Madam, had 
much ee and T am too near my grave to in- 
- i\,ulge vanity at tis time. Allow me then to interpret 
your expreſſions, as the effects of gratitude that exceed 
any little ſervices I have performed. But (proceeded [ 
ſeriouſly) granting your ladyſhip's favourable inclinati- 
ons were real, ſhall I beg you to conſider that my age, 
my reputation, and the engagements I lye under to the 
Duke of *** *, who has intruſted his ſon to my care; 
are all ſo many invincible obſtacles to what you propoſe! 
No, Madam, I will hope you too reaſonable to prels 
me on ſo tender a point, and I will anſwer the eſteem 
you have ſhewn me, by giving you the beſt advice I am 
able, It is to lay aſide all thoughts of a journey for 
which yaur reaſons no longer ſubſiſt—Return, Madam, 
to your huſband, who as yet, has no ſuſpicion of yout 
intention.—You will there find all that quiet and happi- 
neſs you deſerve.— I found this exhortation had not the 
effect I deſired. My Lady R— burk into tears, and ac- 
cuſed heaven of her wretched fate !-—As I ſaw I could do 
no ſervice, I offered to leave her, but ſhe cried in an 7 
f cel) 
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ceſs of paſſion, ſtay, Sir, a moment, and be witneſs to m. 


manner — for (added ſhe, after a ſhort pauſe) I ſee no o- 
ther hope left me. —All other means of ſafety are cut 
off —You talk of my returning to my huſband who is 
my worſt enemy. I will die a thouſand times before I 
ever have the leaft correſpondence with him. —Here ſhe 
repeated numberleſs inſtances of the Earls cruelty and 
ill uſage, and particularly charged him with ſecretly urg- 
ing on my Lord Derwentwater's fate, adding, that it 


not only, at leaving my Lord's, carried off all that was 
moſt valuable in gold and jewels, but had deſtroyed and 
broke every thing ſhe left behind. In a word (purſued 
my Lady) I have broke all the ties I had to England, 
l deteſt this ungrateful country. I abhor my huſ- 
band, —I behold London with horror, and you muſt ei- 
ther deliver me from thoſe odious objects, or kill me 
yourſelf. But, alas, (continued ſhe, ſoftening her voice, 
and aſſuming a milder look) would it not be better for 
you to ſhare my fortune? Is it like a man of ſenſe to 
regard indifferently the advances of a Lady? Or am TI 
ſo ugly as to raiſe your averfion and diſtaſte? Though 
I might have eafily anſwered this paſſionate harangue, 
I choſe rather to break off the converſation and put an 
end to all her hopes of following her fortune, I told 
her then briefly, that whatever compaſſion I had for her 
ſorrows, or admiration for her charms, I had till a 
higher regard for my honour and my duty; that I be- 
gan to fear I had engaged myſelf too far in what I had 
done for her; but as things were, I was ſtill inclined, 
if ſhe pleaſed, to finiſh what I had begun ; for which 
purpole I adviſed her, if ſhe would . JK her own in- 
tereſt, to leave London early next morning: and that, 
as from what ſhe told me, I was aſſured the Earl would 
have notice of her elopement before night, I thought 
ſhe ought to loſe no time, —Saying this, I roſe up to go 
away, promiſing I would ſend the ſervant deſigned to 
attend her, on whoſe honeſty and care ſhe might rely. 
F 8 


death, rather than have the barbarity to quit me in this 


was now too late to think of a return, for that ſhe had 
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98 MEMO LRS of « 
She uſed the utmoſt intreaties to keep me, but I had 
the courage to come away | 

T took coach immediately for our lodgings in Suffolk. 
ſtreet, from whence'F diſpatched Scoti to the'Counteſs 
of R-— with full inkruklions what to do. It was now 
almoſt dark, and I made no queſtions but they would 
take the advantage of the night to leave London, | 
withed impatieutly to hear of their arrival at Dover, 
whence I ordered Scoti to write to me as ſoon as they 
were going to embark. I went to bed in this inquie- 
tude of mind ; but I had ſcarce lain two hours, when 
] was awakened to receive a letter brought by a porter, 
and which, by the hand, I knew to be from Scoti. By 
this he informed me, that he durſt not come back with- 
out my orders, becauſe as he had taken his leave, it 
might create a ſuſpicion, but that at the fame time he 
ſaw no likelihood of performing his commiſſion, fince 
the Lady abſolutely refuſed to go; that ſhe had defired 
him to- acquaint me ſhe had ſomething of importance 
to communicate to me, and inſiſted abſolutely on ſeeing 
me the next morning where they were, adding, that he 
believed if I did not oblige; her in this, ſhe would fy into 


ſome extravagance.—This news gave me inexpreſſible 
concern. I now too plainly perceived the folly I had 
committed in engaging ſo inconfiderately in an affair of ' 
this ſort, However, as the danger of retreating was t 
now equal to that of going forward, I ſtudicd hoy [ a 
ſhould extricate myſelf out of che difficulty I was in, If p 
I had conſulted my diſcretion, no doubt | had abandoned Pt 
Lady R- to her own ill conduct; for I had done no- — 
thing that could bring me in queſtion, or prove | ws f 
_ guilty of her eſcape ; but my honour forbad me to take th 
| 10 mean a ſtep, I determined therefore to continue my 1. 
ſervices, and at the ſame time to conſult my interel 70 
and reputation I know not if I can hope the readers wi 
pardon, if I own that I was influenced by fone: no! 
thing more than bare pity. I felt myfelf inexpreli- WW Fin 


bly tauched with the tears of this lovely perſon, 

Was not love, but it was more than compaſſion. | 
went ta her as ſoon as it was day, and found her ſeattl 

| i0 
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in a two armed chair, where ſhe had ſpent the night. 
You are reſolved then, Sir, (ſaid ſhe, with a faint voice) 
to ſee me periſh,! Is this a juſt return for my affeQion:? 
Perhaps if you knew my heart, I ſhould appear more 
worthy of your regard ! —— But I ſee you are inflexi- 
ble, and I declare to you, I reſolve to die! You are 
guilty of my fate, ſince it was in your power to prevent 
it. Why, Madam, (replied I) do you talk of 
renouncing life? What hinders you to be happy? Go 
to France, ſince you continue that deſign; if you dread 
the being in a ſtrange couutry, I will procure you ſuch 
recommendations as ſhall gaia you the moſt agreeable 
reception, —1I will do more, Madam, ! will offer 
you a retreat, where you may live with all the tran- 
uillity you deſire. It is with my on daughter, whom 
1 myſelf you will find not unworthy of your 
friendſhip. — I ſhall have the honour to ſee you there, 
when we leave England, and then I ſhall contribute all 
in my power to compleat your happineſs. I only aſk 
of you the caution to conceal your name and misfor- 
tunes while you continue there, We ſhall only truſt my 
daughter with that ſecret, that ſhe may pay you that 
reſpect which is due to your quality and merit. 

The Counteſs of R— appeared greatly delighted with 
the. propoſition, and after thanking me in the kindeſt 
terms, told me ſhe was ready to execute it, ——Buyt 
why, (added ſhe) can't you make your generoſity com- 
pleat, by going along with me I ſhewed her the im- 
poſſibility there was in ſuch a ſtep, and aſſured her Scoti 
was one I could ſafely make her depead upon, for what 
he deſired. I am charmed with your goodneſs more 
than I can expreſs, (cried my Lady in a tranſport of joy) 
I long to ſee your daughter, whom LI will love for 
your ſake, and impatiently expect your return, You 
will then know my ſentiments ſincere, which you may 
now perhaps aſcribe. to the neceſſity of my affairs, 
Finding her in this good diſpoſition, I called in Scoti, 
to whom I gave all — neceſſary orders before for their 
departure. She put on the Marquis's Iivery, and looked 
o chatming in this * t one muſt have _ 
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her take boat with Scoti for Graveſend. She whiſpered 
ing ſoon again. I give you my faith in the ſight of 
a huſband, I will be none but yours. Don't tell me of 
'] anſwered her only with a reſpectful bow; but 1 felt a 
Aecret uneaſineſs at her loſs, 


wrote by the poſt, to prepare her fot the Lady's recep. 


that had paſſed, ſuppreſſing only the place of my Lady 


manner as made me perceive not only that he loved this 


ſomeſt men in Europe, and of the moſt agreeable 4 


wo + MEMOIRS of a 


leſs'or more than man not to have been moved. We 
were forced to diſcolour her face a little to hide the 
fairneſs of her complexion. I could not help on this 
occaſion kiſſing her lovely hands, which ſhe threw 
round my neck, calling me her dear deliverer. I waited 


on her in a hackney coach to the river fide, where | ſaw 


me at parting, ** I leave you, Sir, in fond hope of mect. 
Heaven, that if I am ſo happy as to ſurvive my brute of 
the difference of our zges, love and gratitude level all” 

I had 1 the Counteſs no letter for my daughter, 
for fear her being diſcovered might expoſe me ; but | 


tion. - 
1 related to the French embaſſador the ſame day ill 


retreat. He ſounded me on this laſt head in ſuch : 


— EMC ] ] ,,,] —˙ y ˙²—9miß. , oe r. 


beautiful woman. but that he was jealous of the ſer 
vice I had done her. We agreed, however, ſilently 
to wait the iſſue of her flight, and to talk of it as perſons 
wholly indifferent and unconcerned about the matter. 
The news was ſoon publick.---My Lord R- —¹affected to 
put on the-moſt violent airs of grief, but nobody belier- 
<d him fincere. His treatment of her was too well 
known to procure credit for his difſembled concern. 

I paſſed the laſt eipht days in ſuch uneaſinels, 
that I little regarded publick affairs. Great alteration 
had happened at court; my Lord N—tt—m and bt 
brother the Earl of Ay—1- d. with the Lords F-- 


na 
and Gu—y their eldeſt ſons, were ſtript of their em de 
ployments, and forbid the court. The Earls of Pt * 
me and O- k-, with my Lord W—dſ-r, had ile rex 
ſame fate. Sir R—r M—ſt—n loſt his company 1 th 
the Scots regiment of guards. He was one of the han WW ert 


* 
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of humour. We had contracted an acquaintance with 
him at the Duke of D-v—re's. He was paſſionately 
in love with Mrs. O—df—d, the celebrated comedian. 
Notwithſtanding the indifference with which ſhe treated 
him, he made her a propoſal of 1 but he met 
with the mortification of a flat refuſal. — The cauſe 
of this we were told ſome days after. This Lady was 
beloved by brigadier C ll, Brother to the late Duke 
of M—lb—gh, and governor of Plymouth. They co- 
habited together, and ſhe bore him ſeveral children who 
carried his name. What ſurprized us moſt was, that 
notwithitanding this irregularity, ſhe was receive by 
the beſt companies in London: I have ſeen her ſeveral 
times careſſed by Dutcheſſes, and Ladies of the ſirſt 
diſtinction, who ſeemed charmed with her converſa- 
tion. She brought me to love the Engliſh ſtage, for 
which at firſt I had no taſte. There was ſomething ſo 
unſpeakably inchanting in her voice, her air, and all 
her action, that I had no reſt, till I had perfected my-- 
ſelf ſo far in Engliſh as to underſtand her. —I never 
failed a night that ſhe ated. The Marquis was ſoon in 
a Capacity to ſhare the ſame pleaſure. Our method was 
to read the play beforehand, by which means we oſt 
nothing of the declamation. The Engliſh are very fond 
of the theatre. It is true their plays are not equally 
good; but there are ſeveral of them which for beauty of 
ſentiments, force of ſtyle, diſpoſition of the plot, and 
juſtneſs of the characters, are no way inferior to the 
Greek or French ſtage. All their fault is want of re- 
polarity, and defect in unity of time. Their Hamlet, 
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| on Sebaſtian, Orphan, and Venice Preſerv'd, with 

eh, many others, are incomparable Tragedies, and full af 

1008 the greateſt beauties. 

| bY Some of their old Tragedies are disfigured by an un- 

0 natural mixture of Comedy; but this is a fault that has 1 

em. been long ſince obſerved and corrected by their Drama» 34 
—\ tick Writers, They ſucceed well in the Comic way, = (NET 
d lde regularity excepted Nothing can be more entertaining 3 FR 
1 than their Conſtant Couple, Provok'd Huſband, Re- 5 {oy 


cruiting Officer, Careleſs Huſband, Way of the World, 
" F 3 . wrote 
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wrote by their beſt Authors, which I have ſeen with the 
utmoſt ſatis faction. The way of ſpeaking of their ac. 
tors appears at firſt odd and whimſieal to' ſtrangers, but 


on a better acquaintance, you find that their action and 
manner is natural and juſt, L 


With regard to the other kinds of poetry, few nati- 
ons have produced a greater number of good writers in 
each kind. I don't mention their Milton and Spencer, 
whoſe names are immortal among the learned. They 
have been followed by a Prior, and Addiſon, names 
cheriſhed by the Muſes, and admired: by all who know 
the value of their pieces, Poetry is ſo univerſally culti- 
vated in England, that nothing is more common than 
to correſpond in verſe; Ladies who pretend to no learn- 
ing compoſe very agreeable things of this fort ; which 

oet ical humour, joined to the irreſiſtable graces of theſe 
Deautiful iſlanders, make them at once the moſt lovely 
and moſt dangerous women in the world. 


The Ma uie, after ſome converſation on this ſubjeR, 
aſted me, if I had not received letters from France by 


the laſt poſt ? I replied coldly, I had not. He ſaid he 


was ſurprized that my daughter who loved me fo ten- 
derly had been ſo long filent. I expect ſoon (returned 
1) to hear from her, in anſwer to the letter by which 
] informed her where to dire&.—I thought he would 
have ſpoke of Memiſces, but he continued filent and 
thoughtful, and often looked at me, by which * 
ceived he was afraid 1 ſhould gueſs at the cauſe of his 

enſiveneſs. You ſeem melancholy, Sir, (ſaid 1) what 
is become of that good humour once ſo natural to you! 
Is it till the memory of Diana that affeas you! 
No, no, (replied he, briſkly) I am now pretty well a 
to that, and though | never think of her but with ſome 
concern, I find that grief much diminiſhed —1 told him 
I believed we lived too much like Philoſophers, and did 
not take diverſions enough: Let us go (added ) this 
evening to the —— He conſented. We ſent 


- immediately to aſk my Lord C—ft - n, a young by 


Man of QUal1rmTy. 103 


of our acquaintance, if he would bear us company. He 
ſent us word, he was already engaged on the ſame de- 
fign with ſome Ladies, but that if we would be of the 
party, we ſhould be received with pleaſure; at the ſame 
time he appointed us to meet at my Lady P tm e's, 
the place fixed for our maſquing. We went there at 
ten o'clock, and found a large company. Every one 
took the dreſs they liked beſt. As our cloaths lay diſ- 
perſed on different chairs, the ſight of the Marguis's 
pockets, which lay near me, gave me a curiofity, which 
in any other perſon had been a diſhoneſt action, or 
even in me, if 1 had any other intention. My de- 
ſign was to ſee if I could fall upon any paper that might 
give me ſome light into the Marquis's amour with my 
niece, I make no difficulty of accuſing myſelf of a 
fault for which I have received forgiveneſs of the 
perſon injured, and which he had the goodneſs to ap- 
prove, I was not diſappointed, for I found two let- 
ters from my n'ece, the reading of which I defer- 
red till we came from the „ e where we 
went in Chairs, which is the common vehicle at Lon- 
don. The entertainment appeared to me wonderfully 
ſurprizing, I don't ſpeak of the number of maſques, or 
the diverſity and gaiety of dreſſes, Our maſqueradcs 
at Paris are in this point equal to the Engliſh ; but the 
diſpofition of the ſcene where this diverſion is held, far 
exceeds any thing I have ſeen. Mr. Heidegger is the 
director of this aſſembly, the brother of that gentle- 
man, whoſe remedies have made ſuch a noiſe at Par s. 
He is, as to his perſon, the uglieſt man imaginable ;' but 
this defect is ſupplied by the art he has of embelliſhing 
every thing he > to do with; far he never had his 
equal in contriving, or knowing how to make an ad- 
vantage of pleaſures, It is this quality has gained him 
the title of ſuperintendant of the Engliſh opera; a ti- 
tle he is proud of, and by which he is fond of being ad- 
dreſſed. He has by this means amaſſed a vaſt fortune; 
which is no way ſtrange, when it is conſidered, that be- 
hdes the direction of the Italian opera, which brings 
him conſiderable profits, there is ſcarce an extraordi- 
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nary entertainment at London, which he has not the 
management of, and every one knows how laviſh the 
Engliſh nobilfty are in every thing that regards their 
pleaſures. I have been told that Mr. Heid -r has clear. 
ed two thouſand guineas by one maſquerade. It is true, 
he furniſhes the company in an elegant manner, with 
all forts of wine and eatables; but this expence is ſlight 
in compariſon of the profit. There are particular pla- 
ces appointed for gaming, and other retiring places for 
the company out of the principal hall. In ſhort, the 
diſpoſition and taſte of the whole is admirable. 

My Lord L—-nc—n, who was one of our party, had 
the complaiſance to ſtay by us, and explain whatever 
he thought deſerved our notice. He pointed out to us 
the principal courtiers, and the moſt celebrated beau- 
ties, with a ſhort account of their characters and ad- 
ventures. I will only mention one I thought too agree- 
able to be forgot. My Loid obſerving a Lady near us 
who took off her maſk, deſired us to look at her well, 
and after we had admired her a moment, making us fit 
down on a ſeat at ſome ſmall diftance, 1 will give you 
(ſaid he) the hiſtory of that pretty little fac: you have 
ſcen. Her name is Lady D-r—th. She was the Daugh- 
ter of a brewer vaſtly rich, who fpared no coſt in her 
education, deſiring to marry her to fome nobleman of 
the court. . is intention has ſucceeded, but by a me- 
thod quite different from what he propofed. Sir Rich- 
ard Walt—y, a man known for his prodigious eſtate, 
fell deeply in love with Miſs Sally (for that was the 
young Lady's name) and reſolved at any rate to ſatisfy 

is paſſion, Her character made it no eaſy matter to de- 
bauch her. She had been ſtrictly bred up by a religious 
mother, who had turned her mind fo to devotion, that 
ſhe was always employed in reading good books, 
or attending publick prayers, © Her whole converation 
was with miniſters Sir Richard was not diſcouraged 
with theſe appearances, He had too much experience 
in the ſex, not to ſee at their firſt acquaintance, that 
the Lady's conftitution no way agreed with her prin- 


ciples, and he knew ſo well how to improve the advan- 
: tage, 
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tage, in the interview ſhe granted him, that he attained 
his wiſhes, to the great amazement of Miſs Sally her- 
ſelf, who could hardly conceive how ſhe had ſuffered 
herſelf to be ſeduced. However, after the firſt victory, 
which perhaps coſt Sir Richard a little dear, all the reſt 
was a ſcene of triumph He ſaw her when he-pleaſed, ' 
and his fondneſs for her ſtill increaſing, he engaged her 
privately to quit her Father's houſe, under pretence to- 
avoid his reſentment, and conceal her pregnancy. He 
farniſhed a. handſome houſe for her at ſome diſtance- 
from town, His happineſs raiſed him a thouſand ri- 
vals; for Miſs Sally grew every day more alluring, and: 
Sir Richard, had not the diſcretion to conceal her re- 
treat from his friends. My Lord D „ who was of 
that number, ſaw her, and from thence conceived for her 
that long and fatal paſſion, that has forced him to mar- 
ry her, at the expence of his happineſs and his for- 
tune.. Sir Richard, who was one of the moſt luxurious 
and expenſive men in England, indulged his miſtreſs in 
a ſucceſſion of new delights. She was no more 
afraid of Hell. She ſeemed rather under the govern- 
ment of theſe Demons who preſide over the pleaſures of 
ſenſe, Sir Richard began to feel thoſe infirmities that 
attend an advanced age, haſtened on by faſt living. 
Whether the Lady found him faulty this way, or that 
ſhe inclined to variety, ſome of Sir Richard's friends 
began to take notice ſhe would be no difficult conqueſt. 


My Lord D was her firſt favourite, He found 
her ſo charming, that being naturally of a jealous tem-- 
2 per, he could not bear the thoughts of dividing her- 
s heart with another. She rejected however, the propo- 
f ſal he made her of leaving Sir Richard, and defired: 
. him to be ſatisfied with what ſhe did otherwiſe in his 
0 favour: My Lord was not to be contented.. He is a: 


man violently paſſionate. He took the opportunity of. 
picking a quarrel with Sir Richard, who was killed up- 
on the ſpot. The heirs of that gentleman were more 
concerned in ſharing his large fortune, than in avenging- 
his death. So that my Lord D—— hoped for the 
peaceable poſſeſſion of Miſs Sally without a rival; but 
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he was a little too ſanguine in his expectations. This 
artful inconſtant no ſooner perceived that he intended to 
play the tyrant, but ſhe forbid him her fight. But ſhe 
ſtill continued the ſame life, and ſucceſſively entertain. 
ed two or three lovers to comfort herſelf for the loſs 
of Sir Richard. In the mean time my Lord D 
pined with love and diſcontent. Ee tried ſeveral me- 
thods to gain her pardon to no purpoſe : He found 
himſelf rejeded with ſuch ſcorn, as hewed his name 
was odious to her. Unable to live without her, he re- 
ſolved to try the laſt remedy, and to make her an 
offer of marriage. 'The propoſal was accordingly pub- 
lickly made, and the world was at the ſame time in- 
formed, that this capricious girl had refuſed it with a 
diſdainful pride. This affront incenſed my Lord ſo 
highly, that I have heard him ſay, he had reſolved to 
ſtab her openly with his own hand, and afterwards to 
kill himſelf; and I really believe he would have done 
it, if the ſcene had not ſuddenly changed by one of the 
moſt whimſical adventures in nature, My Lord had 
a footman, who was a fellow of wit and good ſenſe, 
and, as it often happens, entirely in the confidence of 
his maſter. He was perfeAly acquainted with Miſs 
Sally's manner of education and firſt biaſs for devotion, 
and on this plan he formed a .' heme which would have 


appeared ridiculous, if it had been Jeſs ſucceſsful. He 


procured for his purpoſe from Sir Richard's heirs, his 
picture, by which he bad a maſque painted exactly to his 
reſemblance. He next got my, Lord to furniſh him with 


money to bribe Miſs Sally's maid into their intereſt. 


There was no great difficult in this. From her he 
learnt that the Lady had a favourite gallant, whom 
by a plot he contrived to get out of the way the night 


"he put his project in execution: he provided him elf 


with a large dark lanthorn, the glaſs of which was 
extremely clear and bright, and with this he ſet out 
for Miſs Sally's houſe, where he made the ſervant 
maid conceal him till ſhe was in bed. The Lady that 
night expected her lover by appointment. She was 
now wearicd with waiting, and half aſleep, when this 
Cunning 
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late (ſays ſhe.) No Madam, {replied the other) I am 
no way indifferent to you, I bring you a proof of that. 


The frightful wickedneſs of your life fils me with 


compaſſion, I conſider myſelf as guilty of all your. 
crimes, ſince it was I who firſt ſeduced you 1 now ſuffer 
for it the endleſs puniſhments of Hell, which are alrea- 
dy or puta for you, unleſs you repent. -I come to warn 
you of your danger, and to point out your only means. 
of ſafety. Take the advantage of my Lord D. ---- 3 
weakneſs, marry him, and live a regular, virtuous life. 
In finiſhing this diſcourſe, which Miſs Sally at firſt took 
for a jeſt of her lover's, he ſhewed her by, the light of 
his lanthorn, the viſage of Sir Richard, which he wore, 
and looked on her with it moſt earneſtly for ſome time. 
She was ſo frightened, ſhe had not power to cry out, but 
fell into a fainting fit, which gave the pretended Ghoſt 
time to get off, and return to his maſter, with an ac- 
count of his ſucceſs. In ſhort, this apparition had ſuch. 
a ſpeedy effect, that my Lord received a letter from 
Miſs Sally the next day, to tell him if he had any re- 

ard left for her, ſhe was ready to receive his offers. 

e married her without hefitation, and they live very 
well together. My Lord told us this little tory, with 
a great deal of humour. We then joined the crowd of 
maſks, where he ſhewed us the King and Prince who 
had juſt entered. There was nothing particular in their 
dreſs, but they were eaſily to be known by the 8 
paid them. There happened that evening an accident 
to his Majeſty, which did great honour to his good- 
nature, A Lady maſked, whoſe name was: not known, 
accoſted him, as if ſhe took him for a ſtranger, and in- 
vited him to drink a glaſs at one of the Beauffets. He 
complied, and the Lady filling a bumper, ſaid, Here, 
maſc! Drink the Pretender's health. The King pledg- 
ed her with a ſmile, ſayin » Madam, I drink Sth all 
my heart to the health of all unfortunate Princes. As 
many eyes were upon him, the adventure was ſoon 
| known 
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cunning fellow ſtole ſoftly into the room, which was 
dark. The noiſe however, wakened her, and belie- 
ving it was her ſpark, You are mighty indifferent of 
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known through all the aſſembly, and every one applaud- 
ed his Majeſty's reply. Neither he nor the Prince 
danced, but they ſeemed to look on with pleaſure, 
Their country dances in England are very agreeable, 


and the tunes lively beyond expreſſion. The Engliſh 


Ladies are intrepid dancers, and never tired. It is on 
theſe occaſions they diſplay all their charms. Their 
ſhapes are mane of $ 
the moſt part incomparably beautiful. A woman eſteem- 
ed lovely in Evgland, may paſs for an Angel ora Goddeſs 
in any other country. The French are ſo prepoſſeſſed 
in favour of their own nation, that I hope in this I ſhall 
not be ſuſped ed of flattery | 

It was foe o'clock in the morning when the Ladies 
of our party left the maſquerade. I ſcized a moment's 
opportunity before we broke up to read my Niece's 
letters to the Marquis. They were tenderly wrote for 
a girl of her age, and except a few errors in ſtyle, they 
were dictated with decency and good ſenſe. She had 
taken care to ſign the name of Memiſces, in all appea- 
* Trance, to avoid a ſuſpicion. One was directed to the 
Marquis at Calais, in anſwer to one he had wrote to her 
from thence after their parting. 'I'he other he had re- 
ceived at London. I replaced them both where I found 
them, determining with myſelf he ſhould have no ſuſ- 
picion of his intrigue coming to my knowledge. 

We employed the following days in ſeeing the pub- 
lick places, and curioſities of the town, We took a 
view of London from the croſs of St. Paul's, from 


whence we could diſcern its full extent. It appeared 


fo us a E city. Its length along the Thames 
exceeds that of any known city in the world; but the 
breadth in many places is not anſwerable. This has 
led ſome to believe it is leſs than Paris; but in my opi- 
nion it is much bigger, unleſs you allow for the height 
of the houſes at Paris, which are generally fix or ſeven 
ſtories. * Their public places, called Squares, are nu- 
merous and beautiful. Lincolns-Inn-Fields, Soho, 
Eanover and St. James's ſquares, are equal to any we have 
5 at 


y fine, and their complexions for 
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at Paris; but in the magnificence of the buildings, their 
noblemens houſes are inferiour to ours. The Royal Pa- 
lace of St. James, is a low dark building, no way an- 
ſwerable to the majeſty of their Kings. The garden, 
or rather the park belonging to it, is an irregular ſquare, - 

ſurrounded with rows of trees, and divided by a lon 
and broad canal, without any ornament but what it 
receives from nature. It is well ſtocked with ducks, 
which afforded a poſt for Mr. St. Evremond, who hada 
ſalary of oo Guineas a year, as ſuperintendant of the 
ducks in St. James's Park. He had obtained this co- 
mical penſion by aſking it of the King in a jeſting man- 
ner I had the curioſity to go ſee the houſe, in Pall- 
mall, where he lived. I was informed he was a great 
floven, which occafioned frequent quarrels between his 
landlady and him, whom he would ſcarce ever ſuffer to 
clean out his apartment. He was not rich. His chief 
ſupport was the liberality of ſome of the Engliſh nobili- 
ty, and in particular the Duke of Montague, who allow- 
ed him an annuity of 200 Guineas. But his expences 
were ſmall, as he was conſtantly welcome to the firſt ta- 
bles in London, where he eat as much as four. He was 
always a favourite at the Engliſh court; but towards 
the cloſe of life, he was rather eſteemed for what he had 
been, than for what he was. He died philoſophically, 
and not much troubled about religion, having ſome mo- 
ments before his exit, ſent. for a miniſter, whom with a 
ſerious air, he intreated to read a ſermon or ſome other 
good diſcourſe, to ſet him afleep. It is thus that men 
of the brighteſt genius wilfully blind themſelves in 
things of the laſt importance, and after diſcovering a 
ſuperior knowledge and underſtanding in trifles, are 
entirely regardleſs with reſpe& to the point of greateſt 
value, the ſalvation of their own ſouls. ' — 
St. James's Park is the publick walk of London, and 
open to all ranks. You 2 there the firſt quality blen- 
ded with the loweſt populace. Such is the taſte of the 
Engliſh, who pride themſelyes on this, as a proof of their 
liberty. The common people affect on all occaſions to 
ſhew their independency on the great, the great on he 
9 8 other 
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other hand delight to mix with the vulgar. This would 
be commendable, if it were not carried to exceſs. But 
it frequently occaſions diſorders, by the inſolence of 
the mob. It often happens that you ſeea porter, or 3 
chimney-ſweeper diſpute the wall with a Lord, and 
both parties decide the matter by blows, I have heard 
my Lord H ————— value himſelf upon having beat 
a chairman, in this manner, though he owned he was 
an able raſcal, who had made him feel the weight of his 
arm. Nothing is more common in their coffee-houſes 
than to ſee a Lord, or a Baronet, fit.ing ſocially at the 
ſame table with a Taylor, a Shoemaker, or people of 
that ſort, and converſing familiarly about the publick 
news. Every one talks of the government freely and 
without fear of puniſhment. The coffee-houſes and o- 
ther public ll 9 are the ſeats of Engliſh liberty. You 
read there for two-pence all the papers for or againſt the 
adminiſtration, In theſe likewiſe you have the foreign 
and domeſtick news, even to the minuteſt accident that 
— 19988 in London. In theſe are advertiſed, as they 
call it, their plays, what books are publiſhed, the re- 
medies of their quacks, the ſale of eſtates, houſes, goods, 
&c. Bankruptcies, riſe and fall of their ſocks, ſhip news, 
and in ſhort, every thing that concerns the public. The 
fondneſs of the Engliſh for theſe papers is incredible. 
Beſides the park there are other public walks at London 
that are full of company, ſuch as the garden of Lincoln's- 
Inn, and Gray's Inn, Their courtezans ſwarm in theſe 
pew. It is a melancholy thing to ſee the great num- 


er of pretty women abandoned to this infamous way of 


life. Their number is incredible, and their impudence 
ſhocking. There are whole ſtreets entirely peopled by 
theſe creatures, through which it is dangerous to paſs, 
Moſt of the young people of quality and faſhion keep 


private miſtreſſes, who when their lovers grow tired of 


them are turned upon the town. Many of theſe at 
firſt have been born of good parentage, and had a genteel 
education. What is remarkable, ſuch as have been kept 


by perſons of diſtinction, take on themſelves the title of 


their ſparks, ſo that you often meet with 2 * 
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Ladies of this order. The Marquis was too handſome 
to eſcape frequent ſolicitations. I will only mention 
ane accident he met with of this kind, which was divert - 
ing enough, We were one night coming out of the 
play, the crowd was fo great, that we were ſtopped a 
conſiderable time in the paſſage. The Marquis obſerv- 
ed a little behind him two Ladies, who complained in 
French of this hindrance, and made them a civil comph- 
ment. As the confuſion ſtill increaſed, we propoſed go- 
ing into one of the coffee houſes that lye off the paſſage, 
and we aſked the Ladies to go with us. They made no 
difficulty of accepting the offer. We were detained here' 
near a quarter of an hour, and while I amuſed myſelf 
with the news, the Marquis entertained the Ladies, one 
of whom was extremely pretty, Our coach at laſt got 
to the door, and we took leave of our company. Three 
days after, as we looked over the news, we read the 
following article, 

* If the French Gentleman who talked on monday 
night laſt, with a Lady in *** coffee-houſe, comin 
* out of the play, was in earneſt, and has honourable 
* deſigns, he is defired to be at the play to:morrow 
night, where he will hear further of her. | 

We looked a while at each other. Is it poſſible (ſaid 


the Marquis, laughing) that it is deſigned for me? T 


make no queſtion of it (replied I) for 1 ſuppoſe you have 
been fooliſh enough to tell this pretty girl, you were in 
love with her. 1 don't well remember what paſſed (re- 
turned he) but I confeſs I might have ſaid fome things 
of that ſort, If you pleaſe (added he) we will go to the 
play again to morrow, and ſee the concluſion of this af. 
fair, I conſented, as I thought it would divert him We 
had ſcarce ſate out the firſt act in our box, when a foot- 
man came to tell the Marquis the Lady impatiently de- 
hired to ſee him, and for that purpoſe had font a written 
direction, For Miſs Oldſtead, at Mr. Derbridge's, a 
Jeweller, in Southampton-ſtreet. As I was by no mea; 
for the Marquis's hazarding a meeting of this ſort, I bi 
him tell the footman, that we could not poſlibly lea 
the play, but if the Lady would give us the Ns * 
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her company, we would keep a place for her in our box. 
Before the beginning of the third act, we ſaw her come 
in with her former companion, and received them civil- 
ly. I was ſoon undeceived as to the Lady's character: 
or tho' ſhe obſerved ſtrictly the forms of decency, it was 
eaſy to ſee ſhe was a libertine. However, 1 ſhould have 
allowed the Marquis to talk to her *till the play ended, 
if their converſation had not been interrupted by a di- 
verting accident. A great part of the audience had read 
the advertiſement I have mentioned, and ſeveral had 
come that night out of curioſity. As the Marquis was 
| dreſſed in the neweſt French faſhion, it was preſently 

gueſſed he was the perſon deſcribed ; but when the young 
Lady came in, who was pretty enough to be the he- 
roine of this farce; the whole audience had their eyes 
upon her, and every one whiſpered what they thought, 
Her eagerneſs to ſpeak to the Marquis, hindered her for 
ſome time from ſeeing this; but as ſoon as ſhe perceived 
it, all her aſſurance was diſconcerted, Her bluſhes con- 


firmed, people in their ſuſpicions, and raiſed a general 


ſneer ; not able to ſtand this, the Lady begged the Mar. 


quis would come to her Lodgings when the play was o- 


ver, and immediately roſe to go out. It was then that 
the Engliſh, who are e ſpectators, ſet up a fu- 
rious hiſſing and clapping. The Lady's confuſion was 
ſo. great, that it was ſome time before ſhe could get open 
the door of the box, during which ſhe ſtood expoſed to 
the ridicule of the pitt, which every moment increaſed, 


1 was in doubt whether the Marquis and I had not beſt 


retire alſo; but the noiſe ceaſing on the Lady's diſap- 


pearance, we fat ſtill, Soon after my Lord Sc—rb—gh, 


who was in an oppoſite box, and knew the Marquis, 
came to us to enquire if we knew the Lady? We told 
him the ſtory as it paſſed. He took us to ſup with him, 
where we ſpent the reſt of the night. 

While we were. thus employed with the diverſions of 
London, I received a pacquet from Scoti who returned 
- from France, having executed the commiſſion I entruſted 
him with, He informed me that my Lady R— had be- 
haved fo prudently in her journey, that nobody _— 75 
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ſeaſt ſuſpicion of her diſguife, and that ſhe had got ſafe 
to my daughter's, where ſhe ſeemed highly pleaſed with 


her reception and treatment: He added, that he left 


all the family well, except Memiſces, who had the 
ſmall pox. The Marquis was by, and diſcovered on 
this occaſion the impatience of his temper. Scarce had 
he heard the words, when he cried to me, Ah, Sir, let 
us go back quickly ! will you let Memiſces die without 
ſeeing him? — Perhaps he is already dead. If I thought 
ſo (added he) I would not live a moment —Although 
was under a juſt concern for my niece, I anſwered the 
Marquis with a ſmile, that he was a bad comforter ; for 
inſtead of giving me hope, he alarmed me with his own 
fears, I added, that I ſaw nothing dangerous in the 
diſtemper of Memiſces, but however, I was obliged to 
him for his concern, and only defired he would not af- 


fect himſelf more than he ſaw I did. He appeared a lit- _ 


tle aſhamed at having betrayed himſe'f fo far, though L 
took no notice of my obſerving it. He was very pen- 
five all the evening, but I underſtood he had examined 
Scoti privately about my. Niece's illneſs, and that he 
wrote a long letter, without ſending it off by the poſt. 
] retired to my cloſet to read mine. My daughter gave 
me an account in her's of my Niece”: illneſs, but did not 
ſeem apprehenſive of danger in it; ſhe ſpoke a great 
deal about my lady R, and thanked me for ſending 
her ſuch an agreeable companion. I next opened my 
lady's epiſtle, which was full of gratitude and goodneſs. 
She intreated me earneſtly to ſhorten my ſtay in England, 
and expreſſed the greateſt impatience for my return, 

How great is the weakneſs of the heart, if not pre- 
ſerved by a continual vigilance and reſolution! Is it 
poſſible to feel tenderneſs at threeſcore ?—T own it bluſh- 
Ing, I have experienced it. The reading of my Lady's 
letter made an inconceivable impreſſion on me; I felt an 
emotion that alarmed me, and became at once as 
thoughtful and melancholy as the Marquis: He ſcarce 
ſpoke three words at ſupper, and I was in no diſpc ſition 


to diſturb his ſilence. We parted in the ſame humour to 


ſeck that repoſe that neither of us could obtain. 
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O Heaven! why have our wretched paſſions ſuch a 
Power over the mind. I went to bed, without minding 
either what Scoti ſaid or did, while he undreſſed me, 1 
ordered him to retire, What! (cry'd I, when I wa; 
alone) am I not maſter of my own foul? Do I feel the 
ſhameful poiſon that affects 1ay veins, and do I want 
reſolution to expel it? — but what do I mean? — what 
poiſon! Good God, do I ſpeak of myſeif, whom the 
world imagines wiſe and virtuous? I, who pretend 
to form others to. theſe noble principles, and whoſe 
thoughts and actions, ſhould be models for this great 
end! Is this (added I weeping) the fruit of my age, 
my experience, and my religion! This the concluſion 
of a life paſſed with honour and integrity! Let me die 
before 1 loſe thus my innocence and my reputation! 
No, I am incapable of ſo criminal, ſo diſhonourable a 
weakneſs. My heart diſavows it.—I alarm myſelf to 
no purpoſe. What 1 feel for my Lady R , is not 
love, but a juſt compaſſion for her misfortunes, and the 
eſteem due to her regard for me. I now called to mind 
all the perfections of my dear Selima, and reflected how 
much I owed her memory. I repreſented to myſelf that 
beloved ſhade, as the witneſs of all my actions, and cal- 
ling me to an account for my thoughts, I reſolved ſhe 
ſhould not upbraid me, for debaſing our love by an un- 
worthy paſſion, but that ſhe ſhould find me again in her 
happy ſtate, the ſame faithful and affectionate lover, ſhe 
had left me here below. Theſe reflections calmed my 
agitation, and I reſted pretty well. I felt a return of 
uneafineſs in the morning; but I hoped by a continual 
care to ſuppreſs entirely this new inclination ; and in the 
mean time, to conceal my uneaſineſs wholly from the 
Marquis: On the other hand, he was ſo little ſkilled in 
diſſimulation, that I eaſily ſaw to the bottom ot his 
mind. I checked him at breakfaſt, for having his eyes 
red and altered. He anſwered me with great ſincerity, 
That it was owing to his uneaſineſs all night for Memil- 
ces, and that I would not wonder at it, if I knew ho- 
well he loved him. As I employed that morning to an- 
ſwer my letters, the Marquis deſired I would _—_ 3 
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letter from him to Memiſces, which he gave me open: 
I took it, but though it contained nothing but what was 
innocent, I ſlipt it aſide, unperceived by him, and J ob- 
ſerved, he ſeemed pleaſed to think his letter had gone 
with mine, from whence, no doubt, he concluded I had 
no ſuſpicion of his amour. 

It was now the ſeaſon for viſiting Tunbridge, of which 
our friends gave us ſuch an agreeable deſcription, that 
we determined' to paſs ſome days there : Ir is but a ſhort 


day's journey from London. The firſt view we had of 


it pleaſed us wonderfully. It is neither a town nor a 
village, but conſiſts of a great number of pretty houſes, 
ſcattered at ſome diſtance from each other, of different 
bgares, and fituations, ſome with gardens, and others 
without. All this forms a lovely proſpect, and the more 
ſo, as the adjacent country is wild and unimproved. It 
is ſcarcely inhabited but during this ſeaſon for drinking 
the mineral waters, at which time lodgings here are ex- 
ceſſively dear, We paid for an apartment of three 
rooms on a floor, at the rate of four guineas a week. 
We found a vaſt deal of company at our arrival. No- 
thing was to be heard or ſeen but gaiety and pleafure. 
I ſoon perceived it was an excellent place to cure the 
Marquis and me of our melancholy. We went the firſt 
evening to the publick walk near the Wells. It is a long 
ſtreet, paved with ſquare ſtones, with piazza's on one 
fide, under Which are coffee houſes, gaming tables, toy- 
ſhops, and other places of diverſion, crowded with peo- 
ple. Towards the middle is raifed an Orcheſtra, where 
there is generally muſick played from morning till even- 
ing. The way of living at Tunbridge is thus. You 
drink the waters about ſeven in the morning, in an un- 
dreſs, and walk fo till breakfaſt. This moſt people here 
do at the coffee houſe, at a ſet rate, ſix · pence the head. 
After this you divert yourſelf as you will till dinner. 
Prayers are rung at church at twelve. About four the 
company all return to the walks in their beſt dreſſes, 
and amuſe themſelves till evening: Plays, balls, aſſem- 
blies, card-matches, employ the night. No diſtinction 
1s obſerved here, or rather all are — 
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You ſee courtezans mixed with dutcheſſes, for nobody 
Pretends to aſk queſtions. Adventures of gallantry and 
223 are frequent in this lovely place. In ſhort, Tun- 
ridge reſembles the Cythera of the ancients, for Venus 
and the Graces reſide here. We paſſed fifteen days here 
in a ſucceſſion of pleaſures. I would by ro means ad- 
viſe tender hearts to frequent this place, the beauties are 
ſo numerous: If a man comes away from hence heart- 
whole, he may ſafely defy the power of love for the reſt 

of his life. 1 
J have often wondered at the bed opinion foreig- 
ners have of England, and been at a loſs what reaſon to 
aſſign for it. They are apt to conſider the Engliſh as a 
ſavage and rude nation, fit only for war or commerce, 
who cultivate the arts and ſciences, rather for intereſt 
than for taſte, and who only conſult their own profit in 
what they do, little inclined to the generoſity of friend- 
ſhip, or tenderneſs of love. Such is their charaQer, 281 
have heard it from perſons of diſtinction, at the foreign 
Courts I have ſeen. I imagine this idea ariſes from read- 
ing their hiſtory. By this we obſerve them to be a peo- 
ple compoſed of Saxons, Danes, Normans, and other 
barbarous nations, and conſtantly either diſturbed by fo- 
reign invaſions, or torn by inteſtine diviſions, and civil 
wars. The long conteſt between the York and Lancaſ- 
ter houſes, the cataſtrophe of Charles I. and the expul- 
fion of the Stuart family, with the factions of Whig and 
Tory, form a chain of events that ſeem to give a diſad- 
vantageous notion of the Engliſh. Few ſtrangers viſit 
the country to know it otherwiſe than in this hiſtorical 
light. But this way of judging appears to me unjuſt: 
For there is not a nation in Europe, but what owes its 
origin to a mixture of bartarians, not the French or Ita- 
lians excepted, who pique themſelves moſt on politeneſs. 
The leaſt acquaintance in hiſtory ſhews us, that theſe 
two people ſprung from an aſſociation of the Goths, 
Alans, Herules, Franks, Normands, and other nations 
of northern extraction, who roſe upon the ruins of the 
Roman empire. In the next place, if we determine by 
their domeſtick troubles and infurreQions, of che 8 
h Tacter 
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racter of a people, I will be bold to aſk, if there be a 
worſe people on earth than the French? I ſpeak it with- 
out prejudice. Let us run over the ſeries of our annals, 
and count how many kings murdered, poiſoned, or de · 
poſed? How many factions and rebellions? How many 
bloody wars occaſioned by religion, ambition, hatred, 
or jealouſy ; and ſupported, by impiety, treachery, cru- 
elty, and injuſtice? We ſhall find maſſacres and burn- 
ings ariſing from the ſubtleties and diſputes of the ſchool ; 
and what no nation or age can parallel. Fellow ſubjects 
at a ſignal given, * murdering without diſtinction their 
neareſt friends and relat ons, while their king, encoura- 
ged the common deſtruction of his ſubjeAs, Such facts 
are no ſtandards to judge of the genius of a nation by. 
In theſe political revolutions, men are not themſelves, 
but are blindly directed by ſome bold villain, or furious 
bigot, ſuch as a duke of Guile in France, or a Cromwell 
in England. The multitude are ſoon inflamed, but the 
falal effects of theſe popular emotions, ought to be aſ- 
cribed to the leaders, who manage them to ſerve their 
own purpoſes. 

It may be objected, that if the wrong notion we have 
of the Engliſh, be owing to their hiſtorical character, 
why is not the caſe the ſame with the French? I believe 
this may be attributed to the ſituation of their country, 
which makes them converſant with other nations, and to 
their gay and agreeable genius, which engages foreigners 
to love and regard them. It is quite otherwiſe with the 
Engliſh, whoſe poſition makes them not fo frequented 
by ſtrangers. In ſhort, it is from a perſonal acquain- 
tance, and not from report, we ought to judge of the 
Engliſh. It is this has convinced me they are a manly, 
generous, humane people, capable of the nobleſt ſenti- 
ments, People of worch and merit in England, are ſuch 
as I would wiſh all thoſe I loved and converſed with to 
be. As to their women, where they are agreeable, (and 
generally ſpeaking they are ſo,) they excee.| thoſe of all 
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other countries. If I had not known my Selima to have 


been an Aſiatic, I ſhould have imagined her born and | 


educated in England. 


I hall attone for this digreſſion by entertaining the 


reader with an adventure that happened the evening be- 
fore we left Tunbridge. We had gone io the ball in 
company with a Swediſh gentleman, called the Baron of 
Spalding. The Marquis had got acquainted with him 
at London. As we were engaged in the, dances, the 
Baron was called off to ſpeak to a lady at the door, and 
he came back no more. Half an hour after his ſervant 
brought the Marquis a note, by which he intreated us, 
if we continued in our reſolution of leaving Tunbridge 
next day, that we would do him the favour to call at his 
lodgings as we went home 4s it was not out of our 
way we did ſo, but inftead of meeting with him, we 
found a ſecond letter, excuſing his diſappointing us ſo, 
and requeſting the Marquis in the ſtrongeſt terms, not to 
leave Tunbridge without ſeeing him. - lov'd my- 
ſterious conduct; however, as I knew the Baron's good 
ſenſe and integrity, I forbore judging raſhly, The next 
morning early we received an invitation to dine with 
him. We found him expecting us, with a young lady 
of about eighteen, ſurpriſingly charming! His joy was 
viſible in his looks. You find me to day (ſaid he) the 
happieſt. man on earth. I was yeſterday. the moſt wretch- 
ed. You ſee before you (added he, pointing to the 
lady) the cauſe of my preſent happineſs and, paſt deſpair. 
As we expreſſed a deſire to be informed, he continued in 
theſe terms. 

It is ſome time ago, that having arrived at Marſeilles, 
I. had thoughts of embarking for Italy. As I was at 


my inn, a gentlewoman was brought in to me, with a | 


purſe in her. hand, in which ſhe .civilly defired I would 
put ſome little money for alms I aſked her what uſe 
the charity ſhe collected was intended for? and was an- 
ſwered, that it was deſigned to detray the expences of a 
poor young Engliſh girl, who was in a deſtitute conditi- 
on, and wanted to return to her own country, My cu- 
rioſity led me to a more particular enquiry, by OP n 
ou 
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found ſhe and her mother had been taken by a French 
privateer ſome years before, the captain of which had 
treated them with great humanity, and leſt a decent pro- 

viſion for them at his deceaſe; but this legacy being diſ- 
puted by his heirs, who had more credit than theſe an- 
happpy ſtrangers, they had loſt their cauſe, and were re- 
duced to the greateſt 4 That the mother Was 
lately dead of a broken heart; ſo that ſeveral of the cha- 
ritable inhabitants, compaſſionating the diſtreſs of the 
daughter, had ſet on foot a colle&ion for relieving and 
ſending her to her own country. | 
This relation gave me a ſtrong curiofity to ſee the 
young perſon deſcribed. I put two crowns into the wo- 
man's purſe who applied to-me, without taking further 
notice. I afterwards informed myſelf where this young 
ſtranger ſtay d, and underſtood ſhe was at a gentlewo- 
man's houſe, who had taken her in out of charity. Af- 
ter reſolving ſeveral methods of ſeeing her, I fixed on 
that of aſſuming the character of an Engliſh gentleman, 
touched with the misfortunes of his countrywoman, 
I ſpoke the language tolerably, this title procured me an 
eaſy acceſs. I need only (added the Baron) ſhew you 
this amiable- lady, to juſtify the paſſion I conceived for 
her at the firſt fight. That agreeable behaviour that di- 
ſtinguiſned her in the extremity of misfortune, inſpired 
me with a laſting eſteem, I reſolved however, to con- 
ceal the ſentiments I felt, and only to ſhew my reſpect 
w_ by my ſervices. ls * 
began with raiſing a proceſs againſt the captain's heirs, 
who had uſed her ll reſolverts puſh the ſuit, and I 
was ſo fortunate, in ſpite of their credit and oppoſition, 
to reſtore Miſs Perry (for that is the name of this lady) 
to her full rights. Not ſatisfied" with this, as ſhe ſtill 
continued in her mtention of returning to her native 
country, I offered to conduct her to London in, my way 
home (for I told her I was a Swede,) and we prevailed 
upon Madam D—t, who had been her benefactreſs, to 
bear us company. Her friendſhip for the young lady 
induced her to do us this favour. We croffed France by 
the way of Paris and Calais, and arrived happily at Lon- 
| don, 
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don, after the moſt delightful and eaſy journey. I ſtil 
carefully concealed my love, and avoided enquiring into 
Miſs Perry's affairs. However, on our coming to Lon. 
don, I aſked to know where I ſhould wait on her, and if 
ſhe would allow me ſometimes the pleaſure of paying her 
my reſpects. She confeſſed to me with a charming fin- 
cerity, that ſhe was almoſt a ſtranger to her own fortune; 
that her father, who had been a conſiderable merehant at 
Briſtol, had by unforeſeen loſſes been obliged to retire 
with his effects to Turky, in order to retrieve his affairs; 
that in his voyage thither, being attacked by a French 
privateer, he had loſt his life, and left his family in cap- 
tivity ; that all ſhe knew was, ſhe had an aunt living at 
London, whom ſhe intended to viſit. 1 waited on her 
to the place, where her aunt lived, but ſhe had the af. 
fliction to find ſhe was dead two years before. I thought 
Proper to intreat Miſs Perry to accept a ſupply from me, 
till ſhe could write fo her friends at Briſtol, But ſhe was 
averſe to 1 Rather ſay, Sir, (interrupted 
that young lady, that I gladly received your goodnels. 
It is but juſt (added ſhe ſmiling) that ſince your modeſty 
will not allow you to act the faithful hiſtorian, you ſhould 
permit me to relate the reſt of our adventure. 
It is true (continued ſhe) that I ſcrupled at firſt accept. 
ing the Baron's generous offers of afliſtance. I was too 
much aſhamed of what he had already done for me. 
However his repeated importunities, and the advice of 
Madam D—t, got the better of my doubts. The Baron 
took for us a handfome apartment, furniſhed in a man- 
ner much beyond my condition at that time, he provided 
me with two ſervant- maids and a footman. In ſhort, be 
omitted nothing that could contribute to my. eaſe and 
entertainment. Madam D—'s prudence gave me a ſuſpi- 
cion of the Baron's genercſity, and warned me as if ſhe 
believed he had deſigns upon, my virtue. Her fears 
diſpleaſed me, for I knew the Baron's honour and good- 
nels too well, to think him guilty of ſuch bale intentions. 
However, as he had never explained the motives of hi 
conduct to me, I could not help a ſecret uneaſineſs. Fe 
treated me like a loved ſiſter, every day gave me _ 
ix proo 
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proofs of his regard, either by conſiderable preſents given . 
in the genteeleſt manner, or diverſions and entertain- 8 
ments of different kinds. His viſits though frequent, "mil 
were always in the preſence of M. D-—, and be con- 11 
ſtantly avoided being ever alone with me. Such a no- Wh} 
ble and diſintereſted behaviour could not fail to make | SY 


an impreſſion on a grateful heart, I beheld the Baron 
with admiration. - I wiſhed the happineſs to pleaſe him, 
and to be loyed by him. During this time I received 
an anſwer from Briſtol, by which I found I had nothin 

to hope from the few diſtant relations I had left 
there. Madam Doublet preſſed me to return to Mar- 
ſeilles, and end my days with her, and no doubt I 
ſhould have accepted this offer, if the Baron's preſence 
had not kept me ſtill in England. In this juncture a 
young wealthy tradeſman, who lived in the e 
hood, and had accidentally ſeen me, found me ſo agree- 
able, that he reſolved to marry me. He addreſſed him- 
ſelf for this purpoſe to Madam D—, who paſſed for 
my Mother. As. this match ſeemed very advantageous 
for one who depended ſolely on the liberality of another, 
ſhe brought me the propoſal with joy; but I received 
it coldly. While we were diſcourſing on the ſubje& 
the Baron came in, aud ſhe freely communicated the 
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0 matter to him, as to our beſt benefactor; while he heard 

l her, I continued pale and trembling. He anſwered 

if coolly, That as no one could wiſh * *. than he, he | 

j rejoiced at this effect of my merit, that my heart was in ; 47 
g my own diſpoſal, and he ſhould envy the happineſs of | 0 ; 
d the man, whom I honoured with my eſteem. The con- Woe 
de eerſation he turned immediately on ſome other ſubject, _ _—_— 
id nd made his viſit very ſhort, under pretence of an ap- | e 
bi. vointment. | | 

he 1 will not now conceal Sir, (proceeded this amia- 

an le Lady) what I yet never owned to you. Your ab- | 
7 5 upt manner of going away, as well as the diſcourſe e 
n. Which preceded it, were a mortal ſtroke to me. I re- r 
is ired to my cloſet, and broke out into complaints and 1 

pe ears. I called to mind all my paſt misfortunes, aud 


cuſed fate for evet bringing me acquainted with the 
= Baron, 
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Baron, and for his indifference. In this inexpreſſible 
trouble of mind I paſſed four days, without hearing or 
feeing the Baron, which increaſed my anguiſh, He 
appeared on the fifth day, with air as indifferent and 
reſerves as the laſt time he left me, He deſired leave to 
ſpeak with me alone. No ſooner was Madam D—-; | 
retired, than he threw himſelf at my feet, holding at the 
ſame time tenderly one of my hands, I was in too great 4 
ſ\.rprize to raiſe him up. I ſee Madam (ſaid he) it is 
no longer time for me to be ſilent. The fear of loſing { 
you prevails over the reſpect | have obſerved. Upon this { 
he gave me a paſhonate account of all he had ſuffered by 
concealing his love for me, which he did on two ac. l 
counts. The one, leſt his ſervices might appear inte. i 
reſted ; and the other, the fear of diſobliging a kind 
uncle on whom his fortune depended, and whoſe con- * 
ſent he had been for two months endeavouring to obtain, 8 
but that the propoſal made of marrying another had a. J 


larmed him ſo, that when he left me laſt, he had ſet out þ 
for Paris, where his uncle was reſident for the Swedih h 
court, and had\ with fome difficulty procured his leave Je 
to continue his addreſſes to me, ſo that he now only * 
waited the deciſion of his fate from my own mouth. |} ſt 
| continued for ſome time ſo touched with the Baron' a 
33 and noble procedure, that I could only anſwer te 
im with my tears — Moderate, Sir, {cried I) a little u. 
the exceſs of your goodneſs, You forget who I an, m 
You have delivered me from death, from ſlavery, ſo that | to 
I have no right to myſelf, but belong to you. But! nc 
ought to ſtop your bounty when it thus exceeds all limits a 
in ſtooping to one ſo far below you. I am too happy tu 
in what you have already done. Yourindifference gti. lo 
ved me, I wiſhed to be the object of your love, and! co 
am now ſatisfied. The Baron would not ſuffer me to by 
proceed : He pretended the name of exceflive was fitter do 
for my gratitude than for his ſervices. He removed the Tl 
objection of our inequality, by the moſt paſſionate a: fai 
guments of love. In ſhort, my heart was ſoon forced lea 
to yield, and return his vows, | intreated him to let Ms 1 
ou 


dam D t into your confidence, as Iloved her, and - 
22 | pleaſe 
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pleaſed to ſee her convinced of the injuſtice of her ſuſ- 
icions. 

: All the moments which have paſſed ſince this fortu- 
nate eclairciſſement, have been full of content and plea. 
ſure. I now enjoyed with double ſatis faction, the marks 
the Baron gave me of his affection, while he continued 
by letters to ſollicit his uncle's entire conſent. It be- 
ing the ſeaſon for Tunbridge, he took a convenient houſe 
for me, near his own lodgings, where I have lived re- 
tired and happy in his daily viſits, who 1s all the. world 
to me. Laſt night about ten o'clock, a ſtranger 
knocked at my door : I heard him tell the footman, 
that wanting to ſpeak. with the Baron upon earneſt bu- 
ſineſs, his ſervants had directed bim to my houſe, As 
I knew the Baron would call on me before he 
went home, I defired this ſtranger to walk up till he 
came, I ſoon perceived he was a Swede, and upon aſk- 
ing him, he told me he was ſteward to Mr. D-— the 
Baron's uncle, and had a commiſſion to deliver from 
his maſter. Madam D—'s impatience to know the ſub- 
je& of this meſſage, made her run to the ball, from 
whence ſhe brought the Baron to my houſe, and the 
ſteward and he had a private conference. together. A 
moment after he came into the room, his eyes bathed in 
tears. Alas! Madam, (ſaid he) we are undone, M 

uncle has abſolutely changed his mind, and forbids our 
marriage, His grief was ſo lively, that I was forced 
to uſe all the arguments I could to comfort him, but to 
no purpoſe. Before he retired to his lodgings he wrote 
a line to you, in order to conſult you about his mis for- 
tunes. In the mean time his uncle's ſteward, who fol- 
lowed him home, ſeeing him under ſuch concern, diſ- 
covered to him, that what he had ſaid was only a feint, 
by his uncle's order, who was himſelf arrived at Lon- 
don, and deſigned this artifice, no doubt, to ſurprize us. 


he This news gave the Baron a better opinion of our af- 
of fairs. He came, late as it was, to let me know it, 
* leaving a note for the Marquis to excuſe his ſecond diſ- 
* appointment. His intelligence raiſed me from the pro- 


foundeſt grief. We both entertained the beſt hopes of 
G 2 a change 
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a change of fortune, I he reſident came here this morn. U 
ing, and we waited on him as ſoon as we learnt his ar- 1 
rival, I believed this duty neceſſary, from my obliga- 

tions to the Baron. He was for ſome minutes alone t 
with his uncle. No doubt he pleaded eloquently our 2 


cauſe, for in a ſhort time that Gentleman came out to 


receive me, with the moſt obliging careſſes. I wiſh Ma- ſ 
dam, (faid he) that my nephew may make you as hay. f 
y, as you alone, he tells me, can make him. I no t 
longer oppoſe your union. He only deſired to be ſatis. a 
fed of the truth of my adventure at Marſeilles, and of I 
my character and family. This is ſo eaſily done, that 8 
the delay of our marriage will be very ſhort, ſo that we g 
are at the end of our troubles ; and if the Baron is as tl 
Pleaſed as I am, he has good cauſe to ſay he is infinite. e 
ly ſo.— Thes the agreeable Miſs Perry ended her rela- a 
tion. We dined with theſe two faithful lovers, and put 0 
of our departure till the ſucceeding day. | 
But though we quitted Tunbridge, we were ſoon o- kc 
bliged to return. We were ſcarce alighted at the inn d 
where we defigned to dine, when we — a coach and th 
fix ſtop at the door, followed by ſeveral attendands, and h 
all the equipage of a perſon of the firſt quality. As we fi 
Rood at the door we civilly offered our aſſiſtance to two ni 
Ladies, who were in the coach, and who had no man 03 
with them but their ſervants. One of them feemed to pe 
be elderly. We afterwards knew it was the Dutchoſ th 
D—r of M—Ib—gh, and her grandaughter, Lady m 
Da Sp—r. We retired after waiting on them to their of 
chamber door. The Dutcheſs, whom | obſerved to look W. 
' attentively to the Marquis, was no ſooner informed of w: 
his name and quality, than we received an invitation th 
from her grace to dine with her. We immediate} in 
went to pay our reſpects, and were received with great 
courteſy. The Dutcheſs told the Marquis that ſhe had pr 
ſeen the Duke his Father, during his travels in England, a 
and was glad to find his Son inherited his good qual. M 
ties. She aſked us if we were going to Tunbridge, or en Wil ſer 
©1r return, and ſeemed diſpleaſed to find we were going x 


back to London. In ſhort, whether ſhe perceived tic 
: | 8 Marquis 
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Marquis's eaſy temper or not, ſhe knew how to mana 
it ſo artfully, that before dinner was ended, ſhe engaged 
us to go on with her to Tunbridge: I was no way ſa- 
ticfed with this propoſal, but there was no method to 
get off. We had the honour of her Grace's converſa- 
tion and coach to Tunbridge, where every one was 
ſurprized to ſee us on the walls. could not however, 
forbear in the evening to expreſs my diſſatis faction to 
the Marquis for the error he had committed, which [ 
aſcribed to his youth. He excuſed himſelf on the 
Dutcheſs's importunity, and the ill manners of a refuſal, 
Such (ſaid I to him) are the ideas of youth; you ima- 
gine it a point of honour to oblige the women in all 
they aſk. This is the ſource of numberleſs inconveni- 
encies, There is a juſt diſtinction to be made between 
a rational complaiſance, and a blind obedience. The 
one 1s a decent regard, the other a diſhonourable weak- 
neſs. There is a certain manner of refuſal, no way de- 
rogatory from politeneſs, which conſiſts in granting or 
denying with a proper grace. Mankind are deceived in 
their ideas on this ſubject-: They give the name of po- 
liteneſs to an agreeable external (4 carmen and grace- 
ſalneſs of action. This is a miſtake. I he true polire- 


piſs lies in the fentiwents of the mind, and maaner of 
b exprclicg them, „ eripple may be to the laſt degree 
polite, while a dancing maſter may be a ruſtick. Learn 
5 


therefore, my dear Marquis, that by an obliging and hu- 
mane behaviour, you may reſiſt the greateſt and moſt 
ofticious importunities, The Dutcheſs of M— gh no 


k way forced you to return, ſhe only afked you, and it 
of was your buſineſs civilly to have ſhewed her Grace, 
M that your compliance would be attended with greater 
ly inconveniences than advantage to you. 


We ſhould have been eaſily quit, if this accident had 
produced no worſe conſequences than our return; but 
as the dutcheſs loves play extremely, I foreſaw that the 
Marquis, who was continually with her, would be in- 
ſenſibly engaged that way, tho' I never before obſerved 
bim inclined to gaming. I gave him ſome cautions on 
this head, and he believed himſelf armed againſt the 
G 3 
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1 danger, but he yielded at laſt, as I had foreſeen. He 
at firſt endeavoured to conceal his attachment to this di- 
verſion, but having won about 600 guineas in one even- 
Ing, he could no longer hide his tranſport. He brought 
them in to me in his hat, and counted them out before 
me. I was then reading in my chair. I looked at him 
very coolly. Well, Sir, (ſaid I) you are loſt in joy, 
while perhaps the perſon you have ſtripped, is now cur. 
ſing his maker through deſpair. Few honeſt people 
| | would envy ſuch a happineſs. This ſhort reproof turn. 
; ed him quite ſerious, However, putting up his win- 
14 nings, he told me he had been fo earneſtly preſſed to 
| play, that he could not avoid it. I know, Sir, (ſaid |) 
| there are certain occaſions, on which a man of your qua- 
| lity cannot be excuſed from making a party at this di- 
wo verſion, Cuſtom is a tyrant that over-rules wiſdom; 
| but there are limits in game which ſhould oblige you to 
ſet bounds to your profit and loſs. Both are unlawful 
| when they grow exceſſive. Both are equally prejudicial” 
| to the fortune and the health. Gaming is a cruel di- 
verſion, and wounds equally the winner as the loſer 
An eager player ſacrifices his honour and his repoſe to 
his intereſt, The Marquis ſeemed more moderate on 
bi this remonſtrance. His great run of luck ſoon expired, 
bw | and in two days after he had loſt 200 pounds, Thi 
& + cured him of his fondneſs for play. I reckoned this no- 
thing to the good effects it produced. The Baron 
Spalding had returned to London two days after ve 
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; | | came back to Tunbridge, and when the Marquis and! 

FE had finiſhed our tour —_ the Weſt of England, ve 
F found their virtue rewarded by Heaven with new bleſ. 
Y fangs. 
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B OO K XI. 


S J had long reſolved, in order to give the Marquis 
A a better idea of England, to ſhew him ſome diffe- 
rent parts of that kingdom; I thought the time of our 
ſecond departure from Tunbridge a proper opportunity 
for executing this defign, ſo that inſtead of returning di- 
realy for London, we took the tour of the ſouthren and 
weſtern coaſts. The Reader will not expect from me 
a particular deſcription of the places we ſaw. I ſhall 
only touch on ſome things, that appeared to me moſt 
obſervable. The firſt town we paſſed through was Rye, 
which has nothing to recommend it, but its being the 
port whence you croſs over to Dieppe. Winchelſea 
ſeems by its ruins to have been a place of more note. 
We lay that night at Battell, famous in the Engliſh 


hiſtory for the victory obtained here, which ſecured the 


Crown to William Duke of Normandy, I his Conque- 
ror founded an Abbey here, ſome part of it yet remains, 
and 1s the ſeat of a private Gentleman. Many of the 
religious houſes ſuppreſſed at the reformation have been 
converted to the ſame uſe, and are ſtill inhabited. We 
continued our journey near the ſea- ſide, through Haſ- 
tings, Bourne, and Lewes, which are agreeable little 
towns, and wel! peopled. All this part of Suffex is a 
celightful country. It confiſts of green and level 


downs, covered with ſheep, which are highly eſteemed 


for their good taſte. They alſo abound with a bird call. 
ed Wheat-Ears, much reſembling our Ortolans, which 
they catch in an odd manner. As theſe creatures keep 
cloſe to the ground whenever they fee a cloud obſcure 
the air, the ſhepherds dig holes purpoſely along the 
Downs, and by laying nets take them in great numbers. 


4 Chicheſter, 
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Chicheſter is a Biſhop's ſee, the cathedral is Gothic, 
and full of ancient monuments, ſuch as thoſe at $alif. 
bury, Wells, and Briftol, and moſt of thoſe we ſay, 
We. had the curioſity to ſee the Biſhop's palace. The 
Prelate + who probably gueſſed us to be ſtrangers, had 
the goodneſs to meet us in his court, and ſhew us his 
apartments and gardens. He would keep us to dine 
with him, where we had the company of his Lady and 
Daughters, who ſeemed to us very accompliſhed and 
polite Ladies. Between Chichefter and Portſmouth we 
opt to viſit Standſtead and Goodwood, two fine ſeats, 
one belonging to my Lord Scarborough, and the other 
to the Duke of Richmond. It is in theſe the Englih 
nobility diſplay their wealth and magnificence, beyond 
what appears in their houſes at London. They ſpare no 
pains or coſt to adorn their principal houſe in the coun- 
try. Nothing can be more elegant and charming than 
ſeveral of theſe we met with in our route; ſuch as 
Down-Huſband, belonging to Lord Lymington; Hack. 
wood to the Duke of bolton ; Long-leat, to my Lord 
Weymouth; Badmington to the Duke of Beauford; and 
above ail, Wilton, the ſeat of the Earl of Pembroke, 
which for its collection of ſtatues, and other antrquittcs, 
as well as of modern paintings, exceeded any thing ! 
had ſeen in my travels. It is in theſe delightful re- 
treats the Engliſh nobility paſs the ſummer ſeaſon, or 
when they are diſcontented with the court, taſte a lit- 
tle independency of their own. This is the humour of 
the people in general. Private perſons who enrich them- 
| ſelves by trade, or otherwife, always build a country 
ſeat to enjoy themſclves at, without any thing but a 
yore ground about it, tho' perhaps they may be worth 
ur or five thouſand pounds a year in money, or the 
capital ſtocks of their trading companioas. The parks 
of their quality are of great extent, but ſeldom walled 
like ours in France, being fenced only with a ſingle pal- 
liſado. But they are well ſtocked with all ſorts of game. 


Whether it be owing to the climate, or to the 2 
en 


+ Dr. Waddington. 


> 
* 
% 


Mam of QU TY. 129 
ken, their Veniſon, in particular, far exceeds ours, and 
is 2 diſh much eſieemed at their tables, whereas in 
France, this kind of meat is reckoned dry, and inſi pid, 
and requires great ſeaſoning to make it palatable. | 


land. It is ſeparated from the Iſle of Wight by a chan- 
nel of two leagues broad, which forms a noble bay, 
add is the uſual tation of the Engliſh fleet. We con- 
tinued our journey by Southampton, an ancient town, to 


begun here by Charles II. and left unfiniſhed, was raiſed 
on a noble plan, but lies neglected. We went to the 
aſſembly at Wincheſter,” where we ſaw a great deal of 
good company, and the Ladies as polite as at London. 
Saliſbury appeared to us larger than Wincheſter. From 
thence we crofſed the Downs through Blandford to Dor- 
cheſter, a neat town, which boaſts the remains of a 
Roman wr ph ware well preſerved, and ſeveral mo- 

numents of antiquity appear in the neighbourhood, eſ- 
Specially ſome artificial hills, placed at a certain diſ- 
tance, which the Engliſh call Burrows ; and-are ſuppo- 
ſed to be the ſepulchres of the Danes who invaded this 
ige. Frequently bones and urns are found in digging 
them up. As Weymouth lay not far out of the road, 
ve had the curioſity to croſs from thence to ſee the iſle 
Wof Portland, which is ſeparated from the main by a ſmall 
arm of the ſea, The iſland is inacceſſible and rocky on 
Wall ſides, but where it declines towards the Continent. 
lere you find a poor village, and near the middle ano- 
f her yet more inconſiderable, of about twenty houſes, 
l the reſt is uninhabited, and only covered with graſs, 
e ſole property of this place, is its producing the fineſt 


Fonſtantly wrought on. The King has a duty of three- 
Pence on each ton, and a quarry appropriated to him- 
elf. The beſt tones lie the deepeſfl. We got ſeveral 
Cells petrificd here. On the weſt of the iſle is a light- 
Pouſe for the ſecurity of the coaſt, From hence we 
eched Exeter, by a road that afforded nothing remark- 
le. This is a large and flouriſhing city, and has a 
: G 
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Portimouth is one of the moſt important 3 | 
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Wincheſter, which is a city of good note. The palace 


one in England, of which there are ſeveral quarries 
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Pr trade, We continued our journey along the ſhore, 
y Totneſs, a clean pretty town, to Plymouth. 

This celebrated port is ſituated at the extremity of 
Devonſhire. We employed a week in viewing the cit. 
tadel, docks, ſtorehouſes, and yards, which are all 
highly worthy of obſervation. The town itſelf is not ſo 
remarkable. In this neighbourhood Mr. Edgcombe bas 
a beautiful ſeat, near a village called Stanhouſe, which 
he has peopled with a French colony, who live under 
him rent-free. We went to the aſſembly here, which 
had nothing different from thoſe we had attended in our 
route. The Engliſh having, as I obſerved, a great uni. 
formity in their cuſtoms and manners, 

We only wanted now to ſee Cornwall, in order to f. 
iſh the tour of theſe Weſtern counties. The Marquis 
ſeemed averſe to go farther, and earneſtly preſſed our re. 
turn to London, without giving any reaſon for it. Ieafily 
gueſſed the cauſe. His ſecret melancholy ſtill confirmed 
me that abſence could not efface the image of Memiſces, 
However, I affected to be ignorant, ſo that 1 endeavour- 
ed by all innocent diverſions to keep his thoughts agree- 
ably employed. I infiſted ſo poſitively on our ſeeing 
Cornwall, that he yielded to oblige me, ſo that we con. 
tinued our progreſs to the Land's-End, the moſt weflem 
point of England. Cornwall is a wild uncultivated 
country, that has none of the beauties of the reſt of the 

kingdom. The ſole advantage it enjoys, are the gifts 
of nature, in its mines of copper and tin, the laſt af 
which metals it produces in ſuch abundance, as to fur 
niſh the reſt of Europe. The ore has nothing in it ſfi- 
ning to the view, but much reſembles Fuller's Earth. 
Buc the copper mines are ſurprizing. In particular, ve 
obſerved in ore place the veins of the metal as pure and 
bright as in the ſhops. We were agreeable pry (0 
ſee this maſter piece of nature's handy work, and 
Mr. Fontenelle ingeniouſly expreſſes it, to catch bt 
in the fact. We returned through Somerſetſhire, | 
Taunton, Bridgwater, Wells, and Glaſſenbury, il 
we arrived at Briſtol, 1 


, . I SL LT 


Ai A-K- 


we a Sd 2 SS * 22 9 
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As I was troubled to fee the Marquis's impatience and 
concern continue ſo violent, fo in ſpite of my refolution 
not to let him know 1 ſuſpected him thereof, I took oc 
caſion of mentioning my diſſatis faction at his ſadneſs and 
reſervedneſs, which i treated as a want of confidence. 
I found by his anſwer that he was prepared; for he told 
me frankly, ſince I pretended not to know that the cauſe 
of his grief proceeded from the illneſs of my nephew, 


for whom I knew he had the ſtrongeſt regard, and that, 


he could not help being ſurprized at the indifference 1 
ſhewed for the health of Memiſces; an indifference in- 
conſiſtent with the maxims I had ſo often taught him, 
and which made him dubious how far my friendſhip 
was to berelied upon. The Marquis, no doubt. intend- 
ed to inſnare me by this reply. I diſcovered it by his 
looks; bat he found himſelf deceived. In reality | found 
ſo much good-nature in his anſwer, that I could not 
help embracing him. I aſſured him at the ſame time, 
that however groundleſs his complaints were, I had 
heard theſe with pleaſure, as they were to me new proofs 
of his affection and friendfhip, that his inquietude for 
Memiſces was unneceſſary, becauſe at our leaving Lon- 
don, I had taken the utmoſt precaution to be informed 
of his health, by defiring my daughter to write, and 
ordering Scoti to forward her letters; fo that if there 
had been any cauſe for his fears, I ſhould infallibly 
have heard it. I added that as I was no way blamea- 
ble, I left him to judge how far his ſuſpicions were un- 
juſt. —We grew preſently friends again, and I perceived 
hun recover his uſual chearfulneſs. - 

now found a new inftance of the capriciouſneſs of 
my fate. As I had hitherto judged of the Marquis and 
myſelf by compariſon, I was ſtartled to find that in pro- 
portion as he grew more eaſy, I found my own quiet 
diſturbed in a degree that deprived me of the fatisf: c- 
tron 1 expeQed from his alte ation of temper. The 
conſciouſneſs of my own weakneſs increaſed my trouble, 
which the Marquis ſoon perceived, and rallied me in his 
turn; but finding me too ſerious. for ridicule, he em- 
ployed the moſt affectionate methods to comfort me = 
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* hkelihood they will ever 
at Bath, which lies at about ten miles diſtance, Though 


gaicty and lovely ſituation of Tunbridge, 
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uſed the utmoſt art to diſcover my ſecret. If he hag 
been older, I had not heſitated intruſting him with it, 
for nothing is ſo natutal to thoſe who are troubled, as to 
wiſh-a confident. But his youth, my own age, and 
above all, the equal concern I had for his honour, and 
my Niece's virtue, all conſpired to bridle my tongue. 
I. had recourſe to the uſual topicks of auſterity and ho. 
Nour. | 

The ſhort ſtay we made at Briſtol gave me an agreea. 
ble idea of that city, which is reckoned the third in 
rank to London, but in reſpe& to trade, is allowed the 
ſecond. It ſeems to me as large as Rouen. Tho its 
ſituation-does not at firſt fight appear advantageous for 


commerce, the river being only N at high 


tides, and leſt dry with the ebb; yet the number of 
ſhipping is * even of the largeſt burthen. The 
ſtreets are large, and Queen s- ſquare is a magnificent 
area. Their merchants hall is the beſt edifice 1 have 
ſeen of the kind, and the inſcription taken from Horace 
happily expreſſes the motive that is the ſpring of all in- 
duſtry in life, viz, the fear of want. | 


INDOCILIS PAUPERIEM PATI. 


The country round Briſtol is agreeable, and full of 
ſeats of pleaſure ; there are alſo mineral ſprings, which 
began at this time to gain great eſteem ; but there is no 

9 the reputation of thoſe 


this appears a ſmall city for its compaſs, yet the great 
number of perſons who reſort here in the ſeaſon, for the 
benefit of the waters, make it one of the moſt agreeable 
towns in England. They reckoned near $000 ftrang- 
ers there at our arrival. Lodgings are dear as at Tun- 
bridge, and their way of living is much the ſame; but 
if I were freely to declare, which of the two places | 


liked beft, I ſhould not ſcruple to give Tunbridge the 


preference. Bath may exceed it for ſplendor, and con- 
veniency ; but nothing, in my opinion, can equal the 


We 
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We now began to think of returning to London, but 
as we were confined to no certain road, we reſolved to 
take Oxford in our way, We found this famous univer- 
fity (contrary to what uſually happens) exceed the idea. 
we had formed of it. The beauty of its colleges, their 
order, and large revenues are ſurpriſing. It is here the 
Muſes fit ſecure from indigence, but I doubt if it be ſo 
much for the credit of Oxford, that they live at eaſe. 
Of numbers, who are well provided for in theſe ſeats of 
learning, very few of them apply themſelves to fludy. 
Moſt of the valuable pieces publiſhed in England, are 
wrote in London, and though tke authors ſometimes 
have a degree in this univerſity, yet they are ſeldom of 
the number of the beneficed reſidentiaries. 

From Oxford we went to ſee the caſtle of Blenheim, 
raiſed at the coſt of the Britiſh nation, to commemorate. 
the ſervices of its great general, the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough. It is a very noble pile of building. We conti- 
— our road by Windſor and Hampton Court, two 
royal houſes, to Kenſington, which is a ſeat of the King's, 
within ſight of London. Our journey had coſt us two 
months, ſpent with great ſatisfaction. As we travelled 
always in our chaiſe, we were ſo little fatigued, that the 
day after our return we viſited all our friends, and were 
informed of whatever had happened in our abſence. Mat- 
ters were yet unſettled at London. The rebellion in 
Scotland was not totally extinguiſhed. There were great 
heats in parliament with reſpe& to the important point, 
of having that aſſembly triennial or ſeptennial, and the 
oppolite parties talked in very high terms. Tumults 
and mobs were frequent, and the ſenity of the govern- 
ment ſerved only to embolden the rioters, ſo that if they 
had been under the management of an experienced leader 
they might have thrown the court into great confuſion. 

We were witneſſes to an enterprize, which diſcovered 

2 inclinations of the populace. It was the eſcape of 
Brigadier Mackingtoſh from Newgate, with about four- 
teen of his fellow priſoners. The reſt were retaken, to- 
the number of about . Mr. Foſter, a gentleman 
of Northumberland, and a chief of the rebellion, had 
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made his eſcape ſome days before. In three weeks all 
things were calm again, by the news Col. Cholmondley 
brought of the extirpation of the Northern inſurrection, 
the chiefs having withdrawn into Sweden and France, 
This intelligence reſtored quiet to London, and gave u 
an occaſion to admire the temper of the Engliſh, eleva- 
ted and depreſſed with the leaſt change of fortune, Az 
the King ſoon after communicated to his parliament his 
deſign of viſiting his German dominions, we reſolved to 
leave England at the ſame time. 

Among the other friends whom we viſited at our re. 
turn, we did not torget the Baron Spalcing and his miſ- 
treſs, whom we found married, and yet happier by an 
extraordinary accident. It is cuſtomary at London to 
publiſh all weddings, of perſons above the vulgar, in the 
news papers, without conſulting the parties concerned, 
That of the Baron was related, with his wife's name, 
and a ſhort account of her adventures, from the time of 
her captivity at Marſeilles. Mr. Perry, her father, was 
not dead, but lived at London, under another name, 
and by his induſtry and kill in trade, had acquired a 
confiderable fortune. He no ſooner ſaw his daughter's 
name in the papers, than he found her out, and the 
reader may gueſs the joy it gave that amiable lady to 
recover her facher. The Baron had as little cauſe to be 
diſſatisfied with this adventure, fince it brought him a 
fortune almoſt equal to his own. We conſtantly viſited 
this happy couple during our ſtay. 

The Marquis being informed the Dutchefs of M—gh 
was come back from Tunbridge, we thought it our duty 
to wait on her grace, at her fine houſe in the Park. She 
aſked us ſeveral queſtions in relation to our tour, and in 
particular what we thought of her houſe at Blenheim? 
Ar laſt, turning to me, Well, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I am in- 
formed you can tell me news of my Lady R, for it 
is ſaid you had a private interview with her five or fix 
days before her elopement — Though my confuſion was 
inexpreſſible, yet I endeavoured to keep my countenance. 
All the world, Madam, (replied-I) fri as much of 
that lady's affair as I'do, and my acquaintance with her 

lady ſhip 
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ladyſhip was too flight, to ſuppoſe ſhe would chuſe me 
for her confident, 1 cannot account for it (anſwered her 
Grace) but I know my Lord R—— has a ſuſpicion of 
you, and is at this time employing methods for a diſco- 
very of the truth. He talks of you with great reſent- 
ment, and ſeems perſwaded you had a hand in my lady's 
eſcape, Opinions (reſumed I) are free, but if they are 
groundleſs, they are always unjuſt. I therefore wonder 
my lord is not cured of his jealouſy, fince your Grace 
ſays he has taken methods that ought to have cleared 
me. I thus endeavoured to appear indifferent; but 
though the part I ated was diſagreeable to me, it ſuc- 
ceeded to my wiſh ; for in a few days the Dutcheſs told 
me ſhe had ſeen my Lord R 
ceived him with reſpe& to me. As the Marquis had 
been wholly ignorant of my affair with my Lady R—, : 
he took occaſion. from the Dutcheſs's queſtion, to be 
I would let him know the truth, which I did without 
diſguiſe. He immediately took the occafion to preſs 
our return to France, to offer that Lady all the good 
offices in our power. I readily — as I hid been 
previouſly determined by a letter I received from my 


daughter, who gave me an account of Amulem's re- 
turn, ſo that we fixed our departure for the twenty fourth 


of June. | 
The reader will, perhaps excuſe me for relating a co- 


mical adventure that happened to Briſſant, juſt as we 
were preparing for our voyage. This fellow was hand- 
ſome, and knew how to put on the airs of his betters. 


He dreſſed genteely, and I doubt not, bad his own 


amours, though not always to his credit. We received 
a meſſage from him one night, informing us he was in 
Newgate, which is the criminal goal for the city, but 


without letting us know further; he only begg'd I would 


relieve him from his confinement. I reſolved however, 


to let him ſuffer q little, in order to teach him more pru- 
dence than he had diſcovered on ſeveral occaſions. To- 
wards the cloſe of next day, I ſent Scoti with directions 
to enquire into the matter, and procure his enlargement, 
It coſt only his fees; but Scoti — him to us Fo a 

| eſs 
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. dreſs that would have raiſed laughter in a man half dead. 


He had neither hat nor coat, and the reſt was fo torn 
and disfigured, that he looked like a madman, We or. 
dered him to go clean himſelf, while Scoti imformed us 
of his misfortune. It ſeems Briſſant had a pretty Eng. 
liſh girl, whom he had courted: for three or —. months. 
As he ſaw himſelf on the point of leaving her, he thought 
himſelf obliged to take great precautions in telling her 
the news, to prevent her griet. The damſel appeared 
ineonſolable; but as it was not poſſible to avoid a ſepa- 
ration, ſhe engaged his promiſe to come to her the next 
night. Briſſant did not fail the appointment, He found 
her with two other girls, whom no doubt, ſhe had let 
into her deſign. She took care to ply the lover well 
with a glaſs, while the two aſſiſtants ſecured his watch 
and purſe, without his perceiving it. But as they had 
deſigned to ſtrip him altogether, his miſtreſs, ptopoſed he 
ſhould go to bed, which Briſſant eaſily conſented to. It 
was then he diſcovered his loſs, and began to bluſter, 
but his miſtreſs diſſolving into tears, laid the fault upon 
her two acquaintances, with the ſolemneſt proteſtation 
of her own innocence. This no way ſatisfied Briſſant, 
who found he was duped. He kept no meaſures, but 
treated the jilt ſo roughly, that the watch was called to 


interpoſe, and poor Briſſant conducted to Newgate. As 


it is uſual for the malefactors confined here, to extort a 
gratuity from a new priſoner, by the name of garniſh, 
they attacked Briſſant, who having nothing left but his 
cloathes, defended himſelf like a hero; but numbers 
prevailed, and he was plundered in the manner we re- 


. ceived him. I gave him next day a ſevere reprimand, 


telling him, that theſe ſort of atchievements were no way 
eable to his maſter or me, and that as foon as we 


landed at Calais, he was at liberty to ſeek another ſer. 
VICE. 


122 BOOK 


S -..xHk 


Atisfied entirely with what we had ſeen of England, 

and its great metropolis, we took leave of our 
friends, in order to return to France. Moſt of them 
were ſo obliging as to accompany us to Graveſend, 
where they had prepared a handſome entertainment at 
our landing; we had a barge, with muſick all the way. 
With theſe friends we paſſed the beſt part of the night 
agreeably, ſo that it was morning before we parted, 
ard we continued our journey to Canterbury, where we 
dined, We reached Dover in the evening, where we 
found the pacquet wind-ound. About break of day 
we were calted on board, and, as the weather was clear, 
we had a fair view of the E-'gliſh coaſt. — Happy iſland ! 
({id I ro the Marquis, pointing to the chffe that plitte- 
red to our fight) klappy Hand ! and yet h.ppiet the in- 


from their climate and ſituation. From nature they are 
furniſhed with all the conveniencies and comforts of life. 
The heat of their ſummers is not excefſive; nor the cold 


| of their winters too ſevere, Their lands abundantly pro- 
ö duce all the neceſſary means of life, and all foreign com- 
- RE noditics ſeem to be ſuperfluous, yet by their genius for 
| iaduſtry and commerce, they feem to have laid the 
7 world under contribution. The trade of all nations 
0 Wicems to centre in London, and from thence diftribute 


uſelf in channels through the whole kingdom. Nei- 
Wther power nor birth regulate diſtinction here. Every 
e is eſteemed in proportion to the fortune he enjoys, 
bas acquired, Their freedom is fecure on the ſtrong- 
Wt foundation : Their laws are eſtabliſhed ſo, that the 
oople enjoy their privileges undiſlurbed, and the nobi- 
lity 
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habitats, if they knew the advantages they erjoy, 
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lity have their bounds, which they dare not exceed 
Their religion is free and unconſtrained. They allow a 
liberty of conſcience to all, while the eſtabliſbed faith i 
itſelf ſecured by law. Fheir worſhip is manly and de. 
cent; and their hoſpitals, alms-houſes, and charity. 
ſchools, ſeem to be much more uſeful than our religi. 
ous communities in France, which too often ſhelter 
idleneſs and pride, urder the falſe names of piety and 
retirement.— I ſhould have proceeded in this natural pa- 
negyrick, if the Marquis had not interrupted me. I be. 
lieve (ſaid he ſmiling) that the Biſhop of Chicheſter has 
converted you, for you ſeem to talk a little heretically, 
I replied, that I thought mylelf obliged in juſtice to give 
England the character it deſerved, and that without par. 
tiality or prejudice. During this diſcourſe we loſt fight 
of England, and ſoon after entered the port of Calais 
The Marquis was for ſetting out immediately ; but under 

tence of ſeeing the fortifications, I kept him a day, 
in order to reflect what I ſhould do. As I flattered my- 
ſelf, that abſence had in ſome meaſure abated the vo- 
lence of his paſſion, I thought it by no means prudent he 
ſhould ſee my niece ; the difficulty was how to avoid it, 
as the Duke his father had poſitively declared he ſhould 
not come to Faiis, till he had finiſhed his travels through 
Europe. I recollected at laſt, that the Duke had a ſeat 
near the abby of, which I had choſe for my for- 
mer retreat. I told the Marquis that as it was the hunt: 


ing ſeaſon, it was probable we ſhould find the Duke 5 


there, and that I thought it was his duty to ſee him be- 
fore he appeared at Paris. As I offered to bear him com- 
pany, he had no objection. I therefore ſent off Scot 
expreſs, with a letter for my daughter, giving him ſe- 
cret inſtructions to take Paris in the way, and deliver a 
letter I wrote to the Duke, by which J gave him notice 
of our arrival, and intreated him to meet us at the caſte 
of , for reaſons | ſhould communicate to him. We 
ſet out from Calais next day, and by eaſy ſtages, which 
I purpoſely contrived, we reached the Duke's ſeat in (1 
days, who we found had been a day there before u 
He received the Marquis with great tenderneſs. On ac 

quainting 
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quainting him with the motives of my conduct, he had 
the goodneſs to approve what I had done, and agreed to 
keep his ſon with him, while I went to ſee my family. 
The Marquis appeared no way pleaſed with this regula- 
tion; but as he had no ſuſpicion of me, he thought pro- 
per to be ſilent. But he fell on an artful contrivance of 
writing to my niece, before 1 came away. I had no 
ſervant with me, having diſpatched Scoti before me, ſo 


took occaſion to tell his father, that it was more decent 
to ſend me home in a coach or a chaiſe of his own; 
and the Duke, who had not thought of it, readily made 
me the offer. I accepted the chaiſe, and Briſſant was 
ordered to attend me; for he had, with fair promiſes, 
got leave to continue in the ſervice, The firſt Rage we 
lay at, as I was mufing alone, after ſupper, on the Mar- 
quis's circumſtances and my own, it ſuddenly came into 
my head, that Briſſant was entruſted with a ſecret com- 
miſbon,—I taxed him with it ſtrongly for ſome time, 
but to no purpoſe. Calling at laſt to mind our affair at 
Liſbon, I offered to buy his ſecret, and he preſently 
capitulated. I received from him a pacquet, carefully 
wrapt up, and bidding him withdraw, I found it direc- 
ted to my niece, by her real name, conceived in theſe 


terms, 
LETTER. 


: Nadina! to what ſhall I aſcribe the alteration 
I complain of? I left France afſured of that tender- 
* neſs your own goodneſs inſpired me with ; a ſource of 
the moſt charming expectations ! Have you forgot the 


* generoſity of your indulgence, and which might have 
* lerved as a ſecurity for my eternal gratitude !—Whe- 
ther you have forgot thoſe dear moments, or, which 
is a more dreadful reflection, have thought me unwor- 
* thy of your heart; it was unjuſt in you to begin a hap- 
* pineſs you never deſigned to compleat. Can I accuſe 
* heaven for your ſilence, which is conſcious to the fin- 


that I intended to take the ſtage coach. The Marquis 


OO dear, or rather too cruel and inconſtant 


* exceſs of my joy on that occaſion? a joy equal to the 


* cerity 
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* 

cerity of my heart, and the innocence of my deſires? 
* —Orcan I believe you capable of falſhood? Are 
ve betrayed? The engagements and oaths of the per- 
* fon intruſted, aſſue me on that fide, —I have no one 


then to blame, but her whom I dread to accuſe.— 
— Juſtify your dear ſelf, or bid me die. — The bearer is 


faithful. Mr. de Renoncour will inform you of the 
* reaſons which debar me from ſeeing you. It is a miſ- 
fortune I could not prevent, and which only your 
* compaſiion can alleviate. Once more reflect on our 
mutual vows. Reflect on your own charms and {weet. 
* nels —Remember my affection, fidelity, and reſpect, 
and then conceive, if poſlible, that I can loſe the 
* hopes you gave me, without deſpair—Adi.u !'— 


The peruſal of this letter perplexed me greatly, as it 
ſhewed me 1 had no medium left that I could willing y 
chuſe. The Dake intended Germany for our next tour, 
by which route Amulem h-d fixed his return to Amaia ; 
ſo that I found myſelf under a neceſſity of either reſign- 
ing the care of the Marquis, or of loſing the pleaſure of 
accompanying my brother and his children to Vienna: 
What was yet worſe, I had no time leſt for deliberation, 
uniels 1 ſhouid. betray the truſt regoſed in me: On tie 
Other hand, the M.rquis wes grown fo dear to me, that 
I could not bear the thoughts of parting with him, 
Theſe reflections, which took me up by the road, gave 
me the utmoſt diſquietude. I found the famihy all over- 
joyed to ſee me again: In particular, my Lady R—, 
ſeemed highly pleaſed with my return. I could not avoid 


being ſenbſile of her charms. I experienced on this oc- 


caſion, that neither age nor wiſdom can rule the emo- 
ti-ns of the hezrt; all I could do, was to reſolve to 

conceal my weakneſs. | 
I took the firſt opportunity I could of diſcourſing with 
my daughter about my niece. As I conſidered my dear 
Julia as myſelf, ſo I communicated my thoughts to her 
without reſerve. Her affection merited my confidence, 
and her good ſenſe and prudence made her capable of 
adviſing me well. Her condition in life was very bap- 
: P- 
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py, and ſhe had no trouble, unleſs it was on my ac» 
count. She informed me that Nadina had been v 

melancholy all the time of my abſence, and often ſhan'd 
company, to walk alone in the woods; ſhe told me 
further, that on receiving my letter, ſhe had examined 
her ſteward, who confelſ:d the promiſe he had made 
the Marquis, and having ſtrictiy charged him for the 
future, to bring her all the letters he received, he h 

delivered her three of the .arquis's, but that he had got 
none from my Niece. I conſulted with her next what 
we ſhould do to ſtop, in its infancy, a paſſion that might 
be attended with the worſt conſequences. She replied, 
ſhe ſaw no great difficulty in this; that Nadina had a 
great deal of prudence, and a good education, but that 
ſhe thought it beſt, if poſſible, to keep them aſunder, L 
told her there lay the point; for 1 knew the Marquis 
expected to bear Amulem company as far as Vienna. 
She anſwered, this inconveniency might be prevented, 
by keeping my Niece in France ; that ſhe bad already 
fpoke to Amulem on this head, and doubted not, if I 
would ſecond her, we might prevail on him to conſent 
to it. —We will then (continued ſhe) place her in a co- 
vent, where ſhe will ſoon be inſtructed in our religion 
and manners, and have time to forget the Marquis. —L 
was ſo pleaſed with this expedient, that I embraced my 
daughter tenderly, I then enquired what ſhe thought of 


my Lady R—? She aſſured me the was charmed 


with her manners and conduct. The firſt day after her 
arrival (added ſhe) ſhe appeared troubled and reſerved, 
but when the grew a little acquainted, ſhe opened her 
mind to me with ſuch great fraukneſs, that I bave loved 
her like a fiſter. She has even confeſſed to me, her in- 
clination for you. I interrupted my daughter in this 
diſcourſe, which I could not hear without bluſhing, by 
turning the converſation on another ſubje&, but ſhe was 
too wiſe to be deceived. How happy am I (cried ſhe) 
if my conjectures be true! If I gueis right What do 
you mean (interrupted I) I 4 nd neither . your, 
ſenſe nor your exclamation.— 1 aſk your pardon, (re- 


turned ſhe) a thouſand times, but if you love your poor 
daughter, 
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daughter, you will not conceal your thoughts from me, 
when I freely tell you mine. I could wiſh for no great. 
er happineſs than that the cba ms of my Lady R—, 
may be fowerful enough to change the deſign you have 
long talked of, in retiring from the world. —1 remained 
for ſome time filent, my eyes caſt down, and at a loss 
what to ſay.—Ah ! my child! (replied I) do you con- 
ſider what you wiſh? Do you think of my age, and 
how ſoon you muſt be employed in the cares of my fy. 
neral? Can you mention love to me, who ought to 
have no concern but that of preparing for the grave. I 
was ſurprized, inſtead of growing ſerious, to find my 
daughter laugh, and tell me I had ſo little the air of a 
dying man, that my Lady R was every day praiſing 
my good looks. I could ſcarce forbear ſmiling at this 
pleaſantry, though I had no mirth at my heart. My 
dear daughter, (continued I with a ſerious tore) it is no 
time for your father to think of the follies of love. The 
ſpring of joy and pleaſure in my heart, is for ever dried 
up. I ſee your lovely mother reaching out her army, 
and calling me to herſelf —I will not however deny to 
to you, that the beauty of my Lady R, has diſtur- 
bed my repoſe. I ſecretly reproach myſelf for this 
weakneſs, which I want you neither to flatter nor en- 
courage, but rather expect your aſſiſtance to ſupprel. 
If you muſt take any part, it ſhould be mine. Speak 
no longer to me of my Lady R, but as an object of 
eſteem, whom I ſhall ever regard as her quality and vr. 
tues deſerve. —My daughter hearing me talk ſo gravely, 
told me, ſhe was afraid ſhe had offer ded me. No, (an- 
ſwered I, embracing her affectionately) my dear child, 
I am no way diſpleaſed, I rather rejoice you have given 
me this opportunity of explaining myſelf to you. It wil 
be a conſolation to me that I can freely impart my 
thoughts to you on this head, becauſe I know in whom 
I place that confidence. Before we ended this long con- 
verſation, I aſked her if my Lady R „ had never 


mentioned to her what ſhe intended to do? Or how to 
ſettle? © She anſwered, that if ſhe could 1 
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Lady's proteſtations, ſhe had no thoughts of living any 
where, but where ſhe was. l 
Tbe manner in which we ſpent our time at my daugh- 
ter's, for a fortnight after my return, was one of the 
moſt agreeable ſeaſons of my life. Health, joy, friend- 
ſhip, and mutual ſatisfaction appeared in every face. I 
received from my Lady R— the moſt obliging marks 
of kindneſs, which I returned with all poflible reſpect. 
J perceived more than ever in all her manners, that air 
of modeſty, which heightens the charms of beauty. 
Amulem and his children ſpoke the French ſo well, that 
it was hardly to be known they were foreigners, eſpe- 
cially, as they were dreſſed in our faſhion. Nadina 
fill kept ber diſguiſe, with the name of Memiſces; nor 
did my Lady R ſuſpe& her for what ſhe was. My 
daughter and I did not care to diſcover her ſex, till we 
had prevailed with her father to leave her behind him. 
It was not without much difficulty, we at laſt obtained 
his conſent, upon condition that my ſon-in-law the Mar- 
quis of““, and my daughter, ſhould adopt her as 
their own- This ceremony was performed with great 
ſplendor, and in the preſence of moſt people of faſhion 
in our neighbourhood. Nadina appeared ſo charming 
m her new dreſs, that ſhe made more than one con- 
queſt, We had but too fatal inſtances of this, in a 
ſhort time after. | 
During this agreeable time, I received a letter from 
he Abbe du Bois (ſince Cardinal and firſt minifter of 
ſtate) informing me that his royal highneſs the Duke of 
Orleans, defired I would immediately come to Paris. 
An order of this nature could not but extremely ſurprize 
one like me, who meddled fo little with ſtate affairs, 
that I ſcarce troubled myſelf to read the news. I con- 


my ſolted with my friends upon it, who were of opinion, 
om that I ſhould conſult the Duke of * *®, in my way to 
on- Paris. I ſet out poſt for his ſeat. He was no way ſur- 
ever priſed at what I told him, but explained the myſtery to 
10 me. I have ſpoke of you (ſa'd he) to the Abbe, as a 
by man of good tenſe, whom I choſe to accompany my ſon 


to England, where you ftay'd together for ſome time; 
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ſo that I ſappoſe, as he is ſoon to go with a commiſſion 
to the Britiſh court, he wants to tall with you about the 
affairs of that country. I reached Paris, and as ſoon as 
I had reſted myſelf, I went to the palace royal, where 
the Abbe du Bois had his apartment. On ſending in my 
name, I had immediate acceſs. He received me ci. 
villy, and without bidding me fit down, he defired [ 
would accompany him to the Duke Regent. We were 
introduced at once. We found that Prince with two la- 
dies, who, as I have been informed fince, were the Coun- 
teſs of Parabere, and the Marchioneſs of Flayacourt, 
They both fat ſtill. His Royal Highneſs being told by 
the Abbot who I was, deſired me to advance. bt told 
(ſaid he) you are a gentleman of experience, and have 


lately been in England. You will oblige me, to let me. 


know how matters ſtand in that country? I replied, that 
my obſervations had rather been with regard to the cuſ- 
. toms and genius of the people, than their politicks. 
However, (replied his Highneſs) you were there at ſuch 
a particular juncture, that you muſt have made ſome re- 
flections. What do you think of the affairs of Scotland, 
and the diviſions of their parliament ? — Since your 
Highneſs honours me ſo far as to aſk my ſentiments (an- 
ſwered I) I think it my duty to ſpeak ſincerely. I ſup- 
Poſe you are too well informed with reſpe& to the Scots 


rebellion, to need any information. With reſpec to the 


preſent diſpoſition of the Engliſh nation, I believe it 
quite the reverſe of what we imagine it in France, The 
affairs of the Prince who pretends to the crown, have been 
ſo negligently, or rather ſo fooliſhly managed, as to give 
the people the worſt impreſſions of him. The omiliion 
of ſending a proper perſon to London, to improve the tem- 
per that was viſible there, was a fatal miſtake ; and bis 
amuſing himſelf with preparations for being crowned in 
Scotland, without declaring himſelf either in reſpe to re- 
ligion. or the liberties of the people, raiſed both a gener 
miſtruſt and contempt. Add to this, his ſudden and im- 
prudent retreat, at a time when he had a conũderable bo- 
dy of troops entire, a lift of which he had juſt publiſhed 
at Aviguon, All theſe errors joined, have made he 
c 
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returned with the Abbe to his apartment, where we 
had a pretty long conference, on the ſubject of England. 
I tvund him a man of a ready wit, but he muſt have had 
very little learning for me to perceive it, who never 
pretended much that way. Two things in his conver- 
{ation ſurptized me greatly; one was, that he frequently 
ſwore by the name of God, in a very profane manner; 
tle other, that he talked very laſciviouſly. He aſked me 
a great number of queſtions about the Engliſh ladies, in 
which his curioſity extended to the minuteſt trifles. It 
is a pity, Sir (faid I ironically) that your ptofeſſion ex- 
ciudes you from all hopes of receiving favours from theſe 
amiable women. He preſently antwered with a ſim- 
plicity that made me laugh. That can be no obſtacle 
in England ; for it is the cuſtom there for the prieſts to 


marry. It is true, Sir, (ſaid 1) people ought to con- 


form to the cuſtoms of the place they live in. I ſtay d 
ſupper with him; we had a large company at table. 
The whole converſation turned upon the fair ſex ; and 
in three hours I was informed of all the moſt noted in- 
trigues at Paris. I was more agreeably pleaſed with the 
news that the Prince of Portugal was then in town. I 
enquired his abode, and found be lodged at the Count 
de Ribeyra's, who had vewly taken the Hotel de Bre- 
tonvilliers. I went next morning to pay him my re- 
ſpects, and met him juſt going into his coach. He pre- 
ſently recollected my face, and had the complaifance to 
50 back a moment to his apartment, to entertain me. 
e aſced me obligingly for the Marquis, and ſeemed 
ſorry to hear he was not in town. I foon perceived by 
the gaiety of his looks, that the image of Donna Clara 
de Bermuda was near effaced. Re never ſpoke a word 
of her, and I took care not to refreſn : his memory on 
that fubject. Don Tellez de Sylva ſtill attended him. 
Some days after the Count de Ribey ra gave a ſplendid 


_ entertainment, on occaſion of the birth of the infant 


Don Carlos. The Duke Regent honoured him with his 


pPieſence, and that of the Dutcheſs of Berry, his ſiſter. 


All the Frinces of the Blood afliſted, as well as the {o- 
Vor. II. a A | reign 
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reign miniſters. Don Tellez was ſo kind to procure me 
an adyantageous place. I ſcarcely knew the dutcheſs of 
Berry again, ſhe was grown fo prodigiouſly fat, wheres 
the laſt time I had ſeen her ſhe was finely ſhaped, and 
ſlender; a lady muſt be very fond of pleaſure, when 
ſhe purchaſes it at the expence of her beauty. The eail 


had a magnificent feaſt on the anniverſary of the King's 
birth. That nobleman alſo gave two balls of an extra. 
ordinary kind, one by the light of innumerable lamps, 
at the wood of 2 the other a maſquerade in the 
Elyſian Fields, oppoſite the gardens of the Tuillieres; 
both which were greatly admired. As I was in no dil. 
poſition to taſte theſe diverſions, I choſe one more ſuita- 
ble to my age and temper. This was a viſit I paid the 
Marſhal de Tefle, at the abby of Camaldules, where he 
had ſhut himſelf up, to paſs the remainder of his life 
The ill-natured world imputed this retreat to his cha- 
giin at being neglected by the Regent, and his loſing hi 
peſt of general of the gallies, which he kad been obiigel 
to reſign in favour of the Chevalier D' Orleans, the 
Duke's natural fon. But this ſeemed groundleſs, as he 
received an equivalent in the ſum of 4co, ooo livre, 
paid him for that demiſſion. But the beſt proof of tle 
integrity of his intentions, appeared to me in the ſerenity Wi 
and chearfulneſs of his looks, when I had the hono.r uM 
ſee him. Though I was a ſtranger, yet he favoured ue 
with his converſation for two hours, during which tine 
I was more than ever fortified in my own reſolutions, c 
leaving the world. I will only mention one obſervatu 
of his; he ſaid, he did not wonder if the inconſtancy voi 
youth, ard the heat of paſſions, concealed a while fra 
mens eyes the awful truths of religion; but for a na 
like him, advanced in years, rot to think of the interd 
of another world, but to continue in a vicious court 
be looked upon as the moſt, dreadful infatuation all 
folly. I will conſider (added he) things in the 19 
moſt favourable for vice. I will ſuppoſe eternity uh 
certain, or if you pleaſe, impoſſible ; but I have v0 KH 
reaſon to believe, that this life will be een / 
| mo 
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ſome other ſtate, wherein I ſhall preſently find myſelf 
againſt my will, as I once found myſelf in this world, 
without my knowledge bow I came into it. I will even 
grant that this future ſtate may be perhaps ſhort and pe. 
riſhing as the preſent, but it is not leſs certain, 74 
know it is approaching from the common lot of all men 
for ſix thouſand years paſt. Would it not be ſtupidi 
to neglect the employing the remainder of my time in 
preparing for this inevitable change? I compare myſelf 
to a man who is about to remove his dwelling, and diſ- 
ſes of his moveables, in order to have leſs trouble. 
Thus (concluded the Marſhal) I am fo far from repent- 
ing of my retnement, that I only fear it may be owing 
to ſelfiſh and intereſted motives, rather than a due ſenſe 
of religion, and the importance of my own ſalvation, 
= 1 returned that evening to the hotel de“ * * where I 
lodged by the Duke's order. I found he had juſt arri- 
Need, and I gave him an account of my diſcourſe with 
is Royal Highneſs. He aſked me if I deſigned to con- 
nue at Paris, and on my anſwering that I intended to 
eave it next morning, he intreated I would go to his 
ountry ſeat, to divert the Marquis for a week, till his 
eturn. I ſet out early next morning, propoſing to ſur- 
prize the Marquis, when he leaſt expected it; but to my 
pwn ſurprize found him gone. All that 1 could learn 
, that he had taken horſe immediately after the 
WP uke's departure, attended only by Briſſant, without 
ling any one his intentions. I preſently gueſſed the 


6, 0 och, and proceeded to my daughter's, where I found 
[a0 im. as I expected. His confuſion, diſcovered to me that 
icy 6 —_ thought I came back too ſoon. However, he em. 
1 paced me, and to prevent my reproaches, owned his 
. il in leaving the Duke's ſeat at * * ®, but that the 
1 


ad uſage he had met with at my daughter's, had made 
m think himſelf at home. As there was no remedy, 
affected to be glad to find him fefe ; I even diſſembled 
that evening, as if I took no notice of his familiarity 
th my niece, with whom he jeſted on his pretended ig- 
ance of her ſex, and complained of me for deceiving 
n ſo long. But as ſoon as we broke up, I took my 
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daughter aſide, to cor fider this accident, which difcon 
certed all our. meaſures. She told me ſhe had carcſuly 
obſerved all their motions, that Nadina ſeemed ar fit 
"behave with great Thyneſs, but that ſhe believed de 
*Matqais had found an opportunity to talk to her, f 
that they ſeemed now equally fond of each other, te 
added, ſhe believed now was the proper time to put ny 
. niece in a convent, but that firſt it was neceilary to gt 
the Marquis at a diſtance. I took the charge of this. | 
was late, and I retired to my chamber, bf could get rg 
Teſt, though I was perfectly well. As this ſympton hy 
been often ominous to me of ſome ſucceeding mi-{orture, 
I intreated Heaven if it deſigned me a new trial, to en 
ble me to ſupport it. I toſe pretty late, ſo that 1 did n 
leave my room till I was called to dinner. I fourd fi 
or ſeven neighbouring young gentlemen, who h:d cillid 
to ſee my ſon-in-law, and whom he kept to dire wik 
him. The converſation was agreeable, and after dinner 
the company. diverted themſelves different ways. A 
mongſt the gueſts were two young gentlemen, mud 
about the Marquis's age, briſk, and forward, Both d 
them loved my niece, and could not bear to fee the 
Marquis ſo much in her favour. Though they kney 

his quality, yet love and jealouſy break all bars of e 
ſpect, ſo that they formed together the reſolution of i 
fronting the Marquis in his miſtreſs's preſence. Ti 
ſoon ſound an occaſion, by meeting the two lovers 
the garden, where they gare the Marquis ſome grd 
language, that had reither ſenſe nor manners in it. 4 
"the Marquis was paſſionate, there had been blood, if thy 
had not all wanted their ſwords. He only told then, 
they did not deſerve to be uſed like gentlemen, anc vil 
ot ſaying more, he brought my niece to us at the ot 


fide of the garden. He had the precaution only by nl 


way to deſire ſhe would take no notice of what happen 
which ſhe readily promiſed, ro way foreſeeing the ot 
ſequences. I he Marquis, after a moment's ttay, K 
us With a ſezmicg unconcern. He ſoon joined theſe i 
gent]: men, and they made un appointmer.t to dect 
the cuarrel, the Marquis pronah g to bring a 
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He choſe Briſſant for this purpoſe, who now appeared 
like his gentleman, having laid aſide his livery, and who 
did not on this occaſion fail his maſter's expectation. 
They both went to the place of rendezvous, about ſeven 
in the evening, and were each ſo lucky (if that name 
can be properly given to ſucceſſes of ti.is kind) to kill. 
their man. The Marquis eſcaped unhurt, but B. iſſant 
had his thigh run thro'. — I was leaning accidenta;ly out, 
of a window that looked into tie court, far fiom Al- 
petting any thiag, when I ſaw them returning at a dif- 
tince, holding each other's arm. I was furpgrized at the. 
fam iliarity of the poſture, but much more, when they 
came near, to perceive Briſſant pale as death. and bloody 
in ſeveral places. I was but too ſoon informed of the 
truth by the Marquis, who drew me aſide to relate Il 
the affair. I could ſcarce believe what I heard. lo- 
ever, as it was not a matter could be concealed, we beld 
a family council what ſhoujid be done. The refult was 
this: 1 ſeat immediately for the Baliff of the d.itrict, 
who, upon the Marquis's depoſition, and the teſtiui ny 
of my niece, drew up an information of the circum:a - 
ces of the fact, which we all ſigned. By this it man- 
ſeitly appeared, the perſons killed were the aprefiors ; 
that the Marquis had been grofiy infulted, and dsf: 
tion taken upon the ſpat. I fent Scoti off expres 1 in 
this inſtrument, inclos'd in a letter for the Duke, Wnere- 
In I gave him a particular detail of the affair ; well alla, 
red that his credit, joined with the proof; I ſent, would 
prevent the bad conſequences thit might be apprehended, 
However, in order to negle& nothing for the Marquis's 
ſecurity, I ſet out the ſame evening with him for the 
Grand Chartereuſe, which I choſe on account of its ſo- 
litude, and its lying on the frontier of the kingd m. 
Beſides that, I was aſſured of a good reception there, 
No perſons were intruſted with this ſecret but my daugh- 
ter, her huſb ind, and Scoti. 

8 We got ſafe to this vaſt and melancholy retreat The 
rior and his brethren were greatly pleaſed to ſee me, 


* and that 1 deſigned to ſtay with them ſome days. The 
ol bght of a place where my dear father had ended his 
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days in penitence, awakened the ideas of my former 
life. I led the Marquis to his tomb, which [I bathed 
with my tears. The Marquis mingled his forrows with 
mine, though I ſaw he endeavoured to hide his con. 
cern, Bluſh not, Sir, (aid I) at theſe marks of tender. 
neſs and compaſſion ; they arc proofs of your humanity, 
It is only cruel and ſavage tempers that know not hoy 
to weep. Tears ſhed with decency and moderation, at 
the ſigns of a generous and compaitiionate ſoul, and 10 
way ſhameful. As he was curious to know what were 
my father*s inducements for ſuch a retreat, and had hi- 
therto known little of my hiſtory, I took this occaſion 
to relate to him the ſeries of my life, He heard me with 
the deepelt attention, and frequently ſhed tears. When 
I had ended, he anſwered me in theſe terms, which [ 
ſhall pever forget. Mr. de * “, my dear papa, I hare 
as y& loved you both through inclination and gratitude; 
but the emotions I have felt on hearing your mi: fortune, 
convince me that neither your father, nor your dear e. 
lima herſelf, ever loved you more than I do this moment, 
and I beg Heaven ſo to bleſs me, as I may preſerve this 
z ffection to the end of my life. I felt my heart fo 
touched with this amiable ſincerity, that I could only 
unſwer by aſſuring him how ſenſible I was of his friend: 
ſhip, and that his affection could never exceed mine. | 
took him in this openneſs of mind, to give him a gentle 
reprimand for his late raſhneſs, which he bore very well 
The reaſons he gave in his defence were modeſt, and he 
expreſſed a juſt concern for the accident, ſo that 1 hardy 
knew how to inſiſt: on the ſubject. The return of Scot 
5 an end to our inquietude. On the fixth day Ie 
rought a letter from the Duke, informing us we migit 
appear in ſafety. As we quitted the Chartreuſe, I fourd 
the Marquis expected I would return to my daughters 
I ſhewed him the great hazard he run, by expoſing him. 
ſelf to the reſentment af the relations of thoſe whom it 
had killed, eſpecially as the ways of juſtice were ſtopped 
to them, and with ſome difficulty I prevailed on him " 
go to his father's. His melancholy by the way made 1 
Ju 


. mily. A little Turkiſh girl, (proceeded 1) who i go- 

| ing to loſe her father, and has no ſupport but me, may 

1 one day or other want the protection of a man of your 

0 uy. I have thoughts of getting her admitted into 

If t. Cyr. Such an eſtabliſhment would make her for- 

l. tune, I defign to apply to the Duke for his intereſt, on | 

[ her behalf; and I hope, Sir, you will have the good- 15 
tle neſs to uſe your good offices with your father on behalf | 

ll, of this little ſtranger.— He ſeemed confounded for ſome al 

he moments. "Recovering himſelf at laſt, with a deep ſigh, 30 
dy he ſaid, Oh Sir! do you ſport.with my anguiſh? or are f 
on you as ignorant of my paſſion as you preterd ?—No, 525 
be you Know I love your niece, and you know my temper ny 
pit ſo well as to be aſſured my love for her will never ceaſe. 1 
und It is no ſudden paſſion, but the moſt important and ſeris FF 
er; ous affair of my life, I can appeal to you, if after the l 
un- loſs of Donna Diana, I was fond of new engagements. $ * 
n be I thought J had bid an everlaſting farewel to love. You OY 
opel muſt be conſcious my love for your niece was involunta- „ 
m 10 ry, and prior to any knowledge of her ſex. How can q 
e me this be accounted for, but by the will of Heaven, that 18 
uot deſigned us for each other? Muſt I be the only man i 


judge of the ſituation of his mind. 


my niece, and 


% 
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It was his abſence 
from Nadina, and the fear of ſeeing her no more, that 
occaſioned this trouble. I found my niece had acquaint - 
ed him with her father's intention of leaving her in 
France; for he aſked me the firſt night of our journey, 
i it was C-rtain that Amulem had contented to this? As 
I always affected to appear ignorant of his paſſon, I 
made no ſeruple of replying in the affirmative, addirg, 
that J believed he would not be diſpleaſed at her flay, 
who had been ſo fond of her while ſhe was M miſces. 
] preſently ſaw the fault I had commited, in giving 
him an opportunity of declaring his ſentiments, which 
by his anſwer, he ſeemed to have waited ſor.— It is true, 
(hid he) too true, that I loved your niece paſſionately, 
as Memiſces, and can you believe that the dif. overy of 
ber ſex has extinguiſhed my tenderneſs? [I believe (an- 
ſwered I grave'y) that your friendſhip for me extends to 
i thank you for your gocdneſs to my fa- 
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on earth debarred from enjoying the liberty of placing 
his affections ? — Or can you juſtiy condemn an inclita- 
tion, inſpired by love, and conſiſtent with virtue? Haye 
you not, Sir, told me often, that love is not a criminal 
paſſion, when regulated by honour ? You are lilent, 
(continued he) pray tell me if you have deceived me in 
tis point, or if 1 deceive myſelf? 

My attentton was divided, while the Marquis ſpoke, 
in hearing him, and meditating the anſwer J ſhould re- 
turn, He had gained ſuch experience by his travch, 
that he was fully capable of hearing reaſon. I anſwered 
him calmly, that I was ſo far from baving deceived h m, 
that if he followed the mexims he had learnt from me, I 
aſſured him he would never go aſtray, That while he 
cblerved the laws of virtue and koour in his paſſion, he 
was ſafe from my reproackes and his own. But that if 
there was any mittake, reaſon was to decide the queſt.on, 
You ſay, Sir, (continued J) you love my niece, a d 
that your ſentiments are honourable.— So tar all is rigut; 
but you ſuppoſe that honour and virtue will autho1ize 
your paſſion, and this is to be proved. You refemble a 
man, who with an honeſt intention, makes 2 little tco 
tree with his neighbour's property. He is not 1tridily a 
10gue, and yet he infringes upon the law. To jululy 
your paſſion, you ought to begin with its riſe. 1! 

your paſſion, be ſuch as you deſcribe, it does great ho- 
nour to my niece : But all this time you forget that ſuch 
a platonic love is a Chimera which you ſhould never have 

entertained, but have checked in the beginning. 11 

. ſhort, fir, I ſee nothing but precipices-for you on all 
tides, and perhaps the leaſt dangerous one for you, is the 
ruin of my niece. 1 leave you, Sir, to determine if! 
merit this return for my ſervices, and my friendſhip. 
Remember, my dear Marquis, that the fault does not lie 
in my. precepts, but your application of them, Your 
ſertimcu:s I grant, are at prelent virtuous, but you ouglit 
to have conſidered, that they muſt in the event become 
otherwiſe, ſo that it was your duty to have ſtifled them 
in the birth.— What have you to rc; ly? - 
ki 11 
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7 

Only this (returned the Marquis eagerly) which de- 
ſtroys all your arguments, that my ſole intention is to 
marry your niece, if you allow me your conſent. Were 
you a boy (interrupted I) ] could have excuſed your 
talking ſo indiſcreetly ; but when I conſider your age, 
you put me out of patience. No, no, Sir, God forbid 
the Duke your father ſhould ever know you made me 
ſuch a propoſal, or that I-heardiit, If you think to- 
throw the blame of your little follies on me, you are yet. 
a ſtranger to my principles, for I will ſuffer death before 
I betray the confidence your father has put in me. Do 
you know the conſequenc-s of your imprudence ? To 
cure your paſſion, I mult loſe the ſatisfaction of my 
niece's preſence, and make her return to Aſia with her 
father. had never ſpoken to the Marquis ſo ſharp- 
y. — dle could not conceal his diſtraction. He fat len- 
ing on the table, with his handkerchief over his eyes. 
J put on this ſeverity in order to diſcourage all future 
overtures.of this fort. I bid him good night, intreating 


him to have more command over his own defires, and to 


reap ſome better profit from his paſt adventures, 

The Duke came home two days after our arrival, 
and expreſſed great pleaſure in ſeeing his ſon. He was 
ſo far from being diſpieaſed with what had happened, 
that I obſerved ne rather was delighted his ſon had gi- 
ven this iaſtance of his courage, before his appearance in. 
the world, As I mentioned to him my concern at not 
being able to prevent this quarrel ;/ he ſaid, that though. 
things of this nature ought, if poſſible, to be avoided, 
yet he thought jt no diſadvantage to a young man to- 
have diſcovered his reſolution on ſuch an'cccabon, As 
the Duke deſigned to make ſome ſtay in the country, I 
deſired that he would conſent I. ſhould return to my 
daughter's, We fiſt ſettled: the time o the Marquis 3 
ſetting out for Germany, tobe about. the: middle of- 
Autumn, ſo that we might reach Vienna in Ame, to paſs- 
the winter there, which I knew alſo to bs W iether's 
Deſign. The morning on which I left the Hes, the 
Marquis entered my room with a melanchohy#air, and. 
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intreated me not to execute the menace I had made him, 
of _— Nadina back to Turky. I told him it was 
his own fault if I was forced to this ſtep, for that I loved 
my niece too well to wiſh to loſe her, but that I had alſo 
ſo much regard for him, as to facrifice-every thing to 
keep him in his duty. He promiſed every thing oy 
quired, except ceaſing io love her, and we parted on very 
good terms with each other. 

J little foreſaw in my return home, that new troubles 
were prepared for me. ] he firſt news I learnt, was the 
death of my lord R— of which my Lady had received 


an account by ſome private letters from London. I went 


to make her my compliments on this occaſion ; though it 
was eaſy to gueſs her grief was not immoderate for ſuch 
aloſs, I found her more concerned than I expected. As 
ſhe was alone I reſolved to ſhorten my viſit, as much as 
poſſible, becauſe the experience I had of my own weak- 
neſs, made me carefully ſhun all ſuch interviews”; ſo that 
after a brief converſation, I roſe up to leave her, when 
ſhe begged I would fit down and hear her for a moment, 
I want (ſaid ſhe) Sir, to know from your own mouth, 
a truth on which my peace depends. You know with 
What view I accepted the retreat you offered me at your 
daughter's, as well as what has kept me here ſo long. 


As my promiſes were fincere, I believed your conſent to 
be the — 


Vet now that we are both at liberty to 
fulfil our engagements, and that I rejoiced at this turn 
of fortune, as what would be as agreeabie to you as to 
me:z,,your daughter informs me your mind is entirely 
changed, and that you have no longer the leaſt regard 
for me. For Heaven's fake, Sir, at leaſt let me know 
how I have been ſo unhappy as to loſe your eſteem, and 
become contemptible ? This language appeared to me 
ſo unint-lligible, that I was at a loſs to judge if the lady 
was in her wits. She on the other hand, took my filence 


and confuſion as a confirmation of the negle& ſhe up- 


braided me with. I ſaw a viſible diſorder in her face 


and eyes.—She broke out into the moſt bitter invectives 


againſt my ingratitude, calling me baſe and perfidious, 
ard not forgetting to twit me with my age. This ſtorm 
Was 


1 * as ** 


«a a ih. 


a f EY — ac as a. a7 Ani. rn 1 7 — Fr” —— n _—_— 


Man of QUuALI Iv. I55 


was ſucceeded by a flood of tears. A ſcene I was ſo lit- 
tle prepared for, threw me into the utmoſt diforder. Re- 
covering myſelf at laſt, I aſked her with all the calmneſs 
imaginavle, what was the cauſe of her paſſion, and why 
ſhe treated me ſo harſhly, without letting me know how 
1 had offended her, aſſuring her, that as I was conſei- 
ous of my own innocence, ſq my eſteem for her conti- 
nued inviolable, and that I had never made her a pro- 
miſe, which I was not ready to execate at the hazard of 
my life. 

Sbe ſeemed more compoſed by theſe aſſurances. Hear 
me, Sir, a moment, (anſwered ſhe) 1 will not be de- 
ceived. Is it not true that your ſentiments are ſuch as 
you have given me the cauſe to believe them, and as T 
flattered myſelf. I charge you with nothing but what I 
have been aſſured of by your daughter, and what the 
Marchioneſs always aſſured me ſhe had from yourſelf. 
As this ſeemed very myſterious to me, I contented my- 
ſelf with repeating to my Lady the ſame proteſtations I 
had made of my reſpect. and intreating ſhe would allow 
me to (peak to my daughter, in order to clear up what 
occaſioned ſuch a miſtake. | | 

I quickly found my daughter, whom I repraached in 
terms ſhe underſtood as little as I had done my Lady 
R—, Let us ſettle matters, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) a little; 
what is it I have done? I repeated to her all that pnſs'd.. 
She informed me in her tarn, that my Lady, on receiving 
the news of her huſband's death, had come to her, and: 
bid her join with her in thanks to Heaven, for her deli- 
verance from her greateſt enemy; that the converſation 
next fell upon me; when my Lady declared ſhe was rea- 
dy to give me her hand, and ſeemed to make no doubt 
of my receiving the offer with joy. 1 then told her 
(continued my d1ughter) that though I no way doubted: 
your being ſenſible of the bounty ſhe deſigned you; yet 
as I knew your inclination for leaving the world,” I mach 
queſtioned if you would marry again. As my Lady 
preſſed me to explain myſelf, 4 made no ſcruple to tell 
her I had lately — you on this head, and that you 
were ſo averſe to hear me, that I was obliged to excuſe 

| myſelf 
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myſelf to you for mentioning the ſubject. In ſhort, (eon. 
cluded ſhe) ſince th:t time, my Lady's humour is entire- 
ly changed, and ſhe ſpeaks to me no more. 

The myſtery was now unraveiled. I perceived that 
my Lady was offended at the refuſal ſhe imagined im- 
plied in my daughter's diſcourſe. I gueſſed what ſhe 
meant in ſpeak ing of my promiſes ; but 1 was yet ata 
loſs to know what ſhe deſigned by the expreflions my 
Conſent, and our Engagements, which ſhe had uſed in 
her repreaches to me, I remembered that at the mo- 
ment of leaving London, ſhe had engaged to marry me, 
whenever it was in her power, and I would conlent to 
it; but as I had made no reply, I did not think my fi. 
lence amounted to an engagement. I teflected next 
what I ſhould do. — My daughter, who ſecie ly wiſhed 
the match, artfully employed all the reaſons ſhe could 
deviſe to perſuade me to it, and my own feeble heart too 
often took her part. Sometimes 1 even thought i: was 
ridiculous for me to reſiſt the advances of a lady, who 
diſcovered ſuch a generous tenderneſs for me, for | ſaw 
no reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of ber paſſion ! To what 
other motive could I aſe ibe her fondieſs, but to love, 
which prevented her from ſceing the defects of my age, 
and the inequality of my fortune? Her reſeniment even 
flattered my vanity, and 1 was juſt at the criſis, when 
tae charms Af my Lady R were ready to turn the 
ſcale, and daftroy the reſolutions of thirty 3 ears. I con- 
tinued a long time in ſuſpence. I would often cry to 
myſelf, ſpall 1 ever hope to be loved as 1 was by Selina? 
My Lady R continued her ſollicitations ; and I am 
greatly miſtaken if my daughter arid ſhe did not act in 
concert, Amulem joined in the perſecution, my daugh- 
ter, having. no doubt, ſhewn him the advantages ſuch a 
match would bring me. He uſed.a great many Turkiſh 
arguments to convince me that there was no happineſs 
either in this world or the next, without woman In all 
probability I ſhould have yielded to theſe redoubled at- 
tacks, if Heaven had not ſuccoured me, thiough an ac- 
cident which opened my eyes to ſee my duty, and gave 
me reſolution enough to perform it. 


This 
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kindneſs to him, He was always gratefully praiſing 
my goodneſs to him, and ſaying, never ſervant had a 
better maſter, Iu return, I owe him the juſtice to de- 


expire. Spectacles of this fort have always ſomething 
touching to a good diſpoſition, but after beſtowing ſoide 
tears on him, my compaſſion turned at once upon my- 
felf, Irefleged how nearly I approached my laſt hour. 
and as I paid him my laſt offices, I conſidered his grave. 
as opened for myſelf. I beheld it with a ſad and atten- 
tive eye. nſtead of returning home from the church- 
yard, I turned afide into a wood that lay near us, in or- 
der to examine a confuſed multitude of thoughts that 
crowded at once upon my mind | 

There it was that I recollected the long ſeries of years 
that had paſſed over my head ſince the deceaſed entered 
into my fervice; that is, ſince my own infancy. Towhat- 
ever part of this wide track [ turned my view, I ſaw no- 
thing but the footſteps of grief and ill-fortune. Scarce: 
could | remember a few moments of pleaſure, but all ſuc- 
ceeded by numberleſ woes; all the objects of my eſteem, 
my love, and deſire, had been progreſſively ſnatched from 
me by death and misfortune, The remedies of my 


that I had experienced benefit by (I mean my retirement 
from the world) J had. quitted by a fooliſh complaiſance, 
for which 1 had ſufficiently ſuffered by a revival of my 
troubles, But the moſt humbling reflection was to find 
that my weakneſs increaſed in proportion to my ſorrows. 
Sufferings, loſſes, continual agitations, and wantof repoſe, 
all theſe I confidered as the ſtrokes of fortune. But at the 
age of ſixty years to, become the prey of a fooliſh and 
wanton paſhon was a weakneſs not to be excuſed. What 
defence can 1 plead to hide my ſhame! alas none! The 


me. 


This was the ſudden death of Scoti, whom a violent 
pleuriſy hurried in three days to the grave. He had 
ferved me faithfully for 48 years the time of my flave- 
ry in Turky excepted! and I know, not which was great- 
eſt, his zeal and affection for me, or my confidence and 


clare, that never maſter had a better fervant. 1 ſaw him 


" 


troubles had ĩnſenſihly changed into poiſon. The only one 
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me. I viewed my body grown unwieldy with age, my 
heart ſpent, my pirits enfeebled, my hairs grey; ina 
word, all this animal œconomy as haſtening to decay 
What thoughts could this inſpire but pity and contempt 
for my own folly, in believing myſelf a proper obje& of 
love. And if I appeared thus ridiculous to myſelf, what 
muſt I be to others. No (ſaid | to myſelf) I will no 
longer hear my Lady R- or my Daughter, one is blind. 
ed by affection, and the other by gratitude ; I will be 
porn by reaſon alone. I am happy that Heaven 
as opened my eyes to ſee the precipice juſt before me, 
and ſnatched me from falling into it.—I reſolved noy 
firmly no more to flatter my Lady R—, in her hopes, 
but to undeceive her freely. I found my mind much 
calmer after this, and returned home. The ſame power 
that inſpired my reſolution gave me an immediate op. 
portunity of praiſing it. For entering at the garden 
gate I found my Lady R— walking by herſelf, and a 
decency forbid me to ſhun her, I met her. After ſome 
compliments on the death of Scoti, for whom ſhe expreſ- 
ſed a concern, ſhe told me frankly, that if I was till inthe 
mind to accept of her hand, ſhe thought all longer de- 
lays unneceſſary; that though my Lord R— was but jul 
dead, yet the manner in which he had treated her, their 
long ſeparation, and their being in another country, made 
her cafe different from that of others. I ſpoke without 
heſitation what I had reſolved. I am highly ſenſible 
Madam (replied I) of that generous conſtancy which en. 
gages you to repeat your offers. Great as your goodnekh 
15, my gratitude does not fall ſhortof it. But | ſhould 
be unworthy of your efteem if I a&ed infincerely with 
you, Dare | tell you, Madam, you do not know me. 
My ſeeming tranquillity makes you take me for a man 
diſpoſed to taſte the happineſs you offer, — But you art iſ 
deceived ; | ſhouid frighten you to diſcover the real ſtat: Wy 
of my mind. Imagine to yourſelf a wretch, loadel WF 
with misfortunes, deprived of all he held once dea 
for forty years accuſtomed to miſery. and grief, ince+ Wl 
ſantly diſquieted, diſtracted, agitated, and deſiring p* 
death as the ſole remedy for his pains, yet dreading ' ne 
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as the end of a long life that has had its errors. Add 
to this picture, the infirmities of age, and the weakneſs 
ſes owing to continual travels and fatigues. Such is 
the deceitful ontfide you behold, and ſuch truth obliges 
me to own myſelf to you. — You read my heart! Judge, 
can I offer you ſo fatal a preſent, or if it be juſt, you 
ſhould receive in your arms a man taſteleſs of all beau- 
tie, and whoſe only remaining conſolation is in ſolitude 
and tears! No Madam, you 1 a better fate. 

Here I topped for my Lady's anſwer: She had heard 
me without lifting her eyes, or —_— her looks. She 
replied with much calmneſs, that if my procedure was 
Wnot gallant, it was at leaſt honeſt: That ſhe perhaps had 
been offended at my indifference, if it had proceeded 
rom any other cauſe; that my reaſons were weighty, 
Wand ſhe was far from defiring 1 ſhould conſtrain myſelf to 
Woblige her. She owned that my age would have been 
Wo obitacle to her, if ſhe could have made me happy; 
ut as that was impoſſible, ſhe freely renounced all fur- 
her thoughts that way. I kiſſed her hand, aſſuring her 
fmy everlaſting eſteem and gratitude. I depend (re- 
Wurned ſhe) upon both, and will immediately give you 
proof of it. I want your advice how to regulate my 
Wife. There is no likelihood I ſhall ſtay here, ſince I 
Wave loſt the hopes that kept me. What would you 
Wave me do for a ſettlement ? 1 anſwered, that while 
ee pleaſed to continue with us, ſhe ſhould always find 
e ſame ſervices and reſpect ſhe had done hitherto, She 

Wonſcnted, after ſome faint reluctance, and turning back 
wards the houſe; Here then (ſaid ſhe) will I end my 
ys! But it muſt be on theſe three conditions, Firſt, 
bat you freely let me know when I grow troubleſome to 


—_ c 


gu. Secondly, that you conſent to aſſiſt me with your 
a endſhip. And laſtly, that I ſhall be allowed to adopt 
tate adina for my child and heireſs. So good-natured and 
ded nerous a conduct melted me into tears, You are 
ear, {WE »ceforth abſolute miſtreſs here (replied I) my daugh- 
icel- is happy in fo valuable a friend, and I look upon 


opportunity I have had of ſerving you, as one of 
greateſt bleſſings of my life, My Lady A 
ted 
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ted. what had paſſed to my daughter. We agreed to her 
terms, and Nadina from that time, lodged in her apart. 
ment. She treated, her with all the} fondneſs of a trye 
mother. The Reader will find in the ſequel that ſhe ra. 
ther carried her indulgence too great a length. 
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T5 E happy concluſion of this adventure, made me 
bleſs Heaven which ſeemed to have condu ed it, 
I employed ſome. days in regulating with Amvlcn our 
Journey into Germany. He was fully determined : ſet 
out before Winter came on, but as hc had never ſeen Pais, 
he inclined to paſs a week or two there before our de- 
parture. Is this agreed entirely with the nicaſures ! 
had concerted with the Duke, I reſolved to accompany 
him thither. We arrived there at a time, when luxury 
and profuſion of every kind reigned. without controul, 
I mean the ſeaſon of the iſſiſippi. Money circulated 
ingſuch abundance, that it ſeemed to have broke looſe 
f. om its uſual captivity. All conditions and ranks ſeem- 
ed to be confounded together, and the public magnif- 
cence ſeemed to ſhew the inexhauſtible wealth of the na- 
tion, or to ſpeak more properly were ſymptoms of its 
ſecret decay. Amulem was ſurprized with the appea- 
rance, and in ſpite of his Turkiſh prejudices, could not 
avoid owning, that Paris exceeded Conſtantinople. It 
was not without difficulty-we,procured convenient lodg- 
ipgs iu thenew ſtreets de Petis Champs; we found it yet 
more troubleſome to hire an equipage at a time when 
nobody ſcarce cared to walk on foot, Every day we 
had freſh inſtances of the capriſciouſneſs of fortune in 
beſtowing her favours on the dregs of mankind. This 
and political machine. was direcjed by, the celebrated 

r. Law. I had the ſatisfad ion of being introduced to 
him by ſome Engliſh- Gentlemen, whom I formerly 
knew: at London, and who were now at Paris. * 
; . . . 4 * with» 
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withſtanding the great multiplicity of affairs at that time 
on his hands, his mind ſeemed quite eaſy, and his temper 
chearful, His wife was an agreeable woman, whom the 
Abbe du Bois, viſited in a very familiar manner, without 
Mr. Law's taking the leaſt notice of their intimacy. He 
ſupped with us there the firſt night 1 ſaw Mr. Law, and 
thinking I had been in town ever ſince he ſaw me, he 
pare me an obliging challenge for not ſeeing him ſo long, 
ut he was too agreeably amuſed with Mrs, Law to en- 
ter into a more particular converſation, He only engaged 
me to come to him next day. Joy and pleaſure crowned 
this entertainment, and Mr. Law ſaid a thouſand good 
things, but without once mentioning his ſcheme, which 1 
wiſhed to have entered into our converſation. The.chief 
ſubje:t of diſcourſe was the ſevere proſecution at that time 
begun againſt ſeveral perſons concerned in the public re- 
venues, and eſpecially M. Paporel, late Treaſurer, Ge- 
neral of war, who had been juſt then ſentenced to die, 

and it was vet unceitain how the Regent would determine 
his fate, As perſons-in that unhappy condition: are fel: 
dom ſpared, it may be eaſily. gueſſed that Paporel met 
with no quaurer, The Abbe and Mr. Law related ſeve- 
ral villainies of his, which, if true, rendered him a 
monſter of iniquity. If what the former told us could 
be depended upon, his appetite was as vile-and corrupt 
as his mind; for he aſſured. us, his favourite diſh was 
human excrement, which he purchaſed at any rate from 
the firſt healthy perſon. he met in the ſtreets, whom he 
Judged poor enough to make the bargain. He added; 
1 tha: for this purpoſe he always carried a gold ſpoon in 
his pocket. This depravity of taſte appeared to me ſa 


3 incredible, that | ſhould not mention it, if I had not 
et been afterwards well aſſured of the truth. In my return 
en home from Mr. Law's, the two Engliſh Gentlemen en- 
10 tertained me with the methods by which he had roſe to 


ſuch a prodigious fortune. Mr. Stepney, who knew 
80 him beſt, related ſeveral particulars. | 


The next morning 1, made my promiſed viſit to the 


* Abbe du Bois. He ſeemed to me an adventurer, whoſe 

4 Principles were no better than Mr. Law's. I cannot here 
for 
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forbear to own that nothing ever gave me ſo contemptible 
a notion of riches, as te ſee them ſo profuſely laviſheg 
on perſons of this ſort. It is a reflection I have made in. 
numerabletimes, on obſerving ſo many worthleſs wretchey 
arrive at the height of opulence. Is it poſſible (thought |) 
that wealth is eſtimable in the fight of providence, when 
it places it in ſuch hands? 1 would not, however, be 
thought to 3 to the Abbe du Bois, who had 
merit enough to be excepted from the crowd. He re. 
ceived me very familiarly, and ſpoke inceſſantly of the 
marks he every day received of his Royal Highneſs 
confidence and affection. As he had been his Precep. 
tor, he valued himſelf much on the taſte that prince had 
for the ſciences, heaven knows, if he was a proper 
hand to have inſpired his pupil with ſuch a diſpoſition! 
He was ſo obliging as to let me ſee the Regent's li. 
brary, his pictures, and his elaboratory. The firſt was 
full of books and papers in great diſorder. I had the 
curioſity to obſerve the books, becauſe I have always 
thought the beſt way to know a great man's character, 
is to ſee what Authors he reads. His Royal Highnels's 
collection conſiſted of a mixture of divinity, hiſtory, 
the Belles Lettres; but chiefly of natural philoſophy, 
The works of Spinoſa, Hobbes, Vanini, Cardan, Toland, 
4 other extraordinary writers, were ſepa- 
rely ranged from the reſt; and amongſt them a large 
nuſcript in the Regent's hand, where he had digeſted 
what was curious in their produttions. The Abbe 
made me take notice of a Latin MS. on the poſſbilit 
of a God t, which the Duke had purchaſed for 50 Len. 
iſdores. He aſſured me, moreover, that that Prince often 
paſſed four or five hours a day amongſt his books, and 
that he always read with a pen in his hand, to mark bis 
reflections. He had cauſed ſeveral Engliſh books to be 
tranſlated, which he highly valued. Mr. D' Agueſſeay, 
attorney general, who underſtood that language per- 
fectly, had been employed by the Regent in that ſervice. 
If the Abbe ſpoke truth, the Duke's curioſity with re. 


gard 
4 De Deo, an poſlibilis ? 
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ard to ſpeculative learning was very extenſive, Hav- 
ing read in an Engliſh deſcription of Norway , that 
the natives of that country were much addicted to witch- 
craft, he had no reft, till he had got one of them 
brought to Paris. What paſſed between them was a ſe- 
cret, but probably the Duke got little ſatisfaction, for 
the Laplander, was ſoon diſmiſſed. He was more plea- 
ſed with one Valtas who had gained his favour by his 
extraordinary ſkill in chemiſtry, and who he often em- 
ployed with him in his elaboratory. There was no fort 
of elixir eſſence but what he compoſed. He even in- 
vented new ones, which were ſold at Paris and London 
by operators whom he employed for that end. They 
alſo made counterfeit pearls, and tinctures of chryſtal of 
incomparable beauty and colour. 
With reſpe@ to what the Chemiſts call the Great Work 
{ he told me the Duke had tried it without ſucceſs, tho? 
he had been at great expence in making experiments. 
As to the tranſmutation of metals, Mr. Cartwright, an 
Engliſh gentleman, was his operator, but they could 
never hit the Secret of Nature, All that they could do, 
was to compoſe ſome mixtures of great perfection, but 
which coſt much more than their real value. 
4 I thanked the Abbe for all his favours. He preſſed 
: me to accompany him to London, for which court he 
was deſigned embaſſador. I excuſed myſelf civilly on 


4 account of the engagements I lay under to the Duke. 
8 Amongſt other queſtions, he aſked what had occafioned 
= quick return to Paris. I told him it was on account 
6. of my brother Amulem, and his ſon Muleid. He told 
1 me that I would oblige him to bring. them to him, that 
nd he might introduce them to the Regent. Accordingly 


he preſented us to that Prince next day, who aſked 


* Amulem ſeveral queſtions relating to the government 

and force of the Ottoman empire. Speaking of the 
85 Mah ligion, his High fs ſaid, 1 d 't think 
er anometan religion, his Highneis ſaid, on t t in! 
ice. | 8 
ke. { This piece is a tranſlation of Scheffer, a Swediſh author, whe 
ard has wrote in Latin. 


$ This is the Philoſopher's ſtone. 
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it a very holy faith, but I think it a very agreeable one, 
if it was only, becauſe it does not confine its profeſſors 
to one, wife. Amulem anſwered with a ſmile, that if it 
was an inconvenience only to have one wife, it was cer. 
No equivoca- 
tion replied the Duke. The evil of being tied to one 
ts ſo intolerable, that I think it no laughing matter; and 
if one were not a little Turkiſh on certain articles, a 
poor Chriſtian would have enough to do to live.— His 
Royal Highneſs had the goodneſs to order one of bis 
guards to attend us to Verſailles, and ſuch other places 
as are not to be ſeen without permiſſion, 

The curioſity of Amulem being fully ſatisfied, we re- 
turned to the country, - 

As we came near my daughter's houſe, I diſpatched 
my footman before to let them know of our being with 
them by ſupper-time. I was ſoon after ſurprized to ſce 
the fellow return back to meet us, on the gallop. He in- 
formed me that the Marquis, my pupil, had been there 
four days; and preſenting me a letter, he told-me, that, 
he had given him orders to tell me it was from the Duke, 
and to deſire me to read it before he ſaw me. I did ſo 
immediately. I found by it that the Duke acquainted 
me, his ſon had ſo earneſtly intteated his leave to wait 
my return from Paris at my daughter's, that he had yield- 
ed to his importunity, and as he believed him in ſafe 
hauds there, he hoped I would-approve of what he had 
done. After ſome thought, I gueſſed the defign of the 
Marquis in ſending me this letter, was to prevent my 
reproaches, and he owned to me that evening that it 
was ſo.— towever, this no way leſſened my diſſatisfac- 
tion at finding him there. As the Duke was not igno- 
rant of his paſſion for my niece, I was ſurprized he 
would expoſe him. to the danger of being with her. In 
ſhort, 1 prophecied, no good from a viſit of this fort. 
Had but Heaven been pleaſed to grant, that for his own 
fake, and that of my family, my fears had not been ſo 
juſtly founded, or that they had not been attended by 


conſequences that have completed- the misfortunes of 
my lite. 


The 
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The Marquis had loft no time during the four days 
he had been there befote me. He had not only found 
ſeveral opportunities of, converfing privately with his 
Miſtreſs, but by an addreſs, which love alone could in- 
ſpire him with, (for he was not naturally cunning) he had 
found means to intereſt my Lady R— fo greatly in his 
favour, that ſhe openly approved his paſſion An af- 
ſiſtant of this kind was quite deſtructive of my precau- 
tions, as it favoured the lovers with frequent occafions 
of meeting together: my Daughter, who had diſcovered 
the whole myſtery, had the prudence to ſay nothing; but 
at my arrival ſhe told me all. At firſt 1 began to fear 
things worſe than 1 found them: I made no delay in 
ſpeaking to my Lady R—, and trying to draw a confel. 
tion from her. This I did, however, with great caution, 
on my Daughter's account. My Lady, who Pony 
knew my meaning, owned to me that ſhe had in ſome - 
meaſure favoured the Marquis's paſhon, becauſe ſhe belie- 
ved it ſincere, and becauſe, (ſaid ſhe) poor little Nadina 
is ſo fond of him. She added ſmiling, that it would have 
been very cruel not to pity two ſuch lovely children, 
tho ſhe declared her indulgence never went further than 
to allow the Marquis to ſpeak to her in her own pre- 
ſence. Jam far, Madam (replied'I) from imagining you 
would do more, but you will be ſo-goodas to allow, that as 
things Rand, even this-indulgence, ſmall as it appears to 
you, was unneceſſary, Vou are not ignorant of the vaſt 
diſproportion in point of rank between the Marquis and 
my Niece. Amulem is a ſtranger, whoſe condition amongſt 
the Turks would never be regarded in France, As Na- 
dina is only related to me by my wife, ſhe is no ally of 
my family. Nothing can raiſe her to the Marquis, whois 
ſo vaſtly her ſuperior in point of quality riches, and for- 
tune; Is it not dangerous then to nouriſh in her inno- 
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N cent heart, a paſſion that can never be happy for her. — 1 
x Suppoſe theit's a childiſh and Harmleſs affection, yet 85 
ö both you and J are wiſe nas to know, it muſt have 175 
0 fatal conſequences for one, if not for both. I know the 1 
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bliges me in honour to conſult his intereſt. 


his friends, rely on my honeſty and 3 for his 


the young lovers. I ſhould have alſo placed Nadina, 


ed with him as I am. I have conſidered beforehand, 
interrupted my Lady R—, the difficulties you mention, 
and I think them very trivial. Nadina, is I confeſs, by 
birth inferior to the Marquis, but love we know equals 
all conditions; that Providence ſeemed to have deſigned 
this weakneſs on the male fide, as the only way for wo. 
men to raiſe their fortunes ; and that if charms and vir. 
tue could eſtabliſh a pretenſion to honour, Nadina had a 
right to a throne; —She added, that nothing was more 
common in England than theſe unequal matches, of 
which ſhe gave me a long catalogue of inſtances lt i 
true, Madam, (returned I) that what you ſay is com- 
mon in England. A Duke there may marry the daugh- 
ter of a mechanick.—But in France the caſe is quite dif. 
ferent. I here is yet, Madam (added I) a great obſtacle, 
The charge I have conſented to take of the * o- 

am in 
ſome meaſure anſwerable for his conduct; his Father, 


Free . —_— 1 


ſafety.— Doubt not, were I in any other ſituation, but 
I ſhould be glad to ſee my Niece in a way of being 
Dutcheſs. Were my power anſwerable to my wiſhes, 
ſhe ſhould be a Queen! But no views of her advantage 
ſhall make me betray a truſt I would not violate to enno- 
ble and enrich all my poſterity. In a word, Madam, 
(concluded I,) I ſhould think myſelf guilty, to heſitate 
a moment between my intereſt and my duty, when they 
ſo viſibly claſh with each other. 

The reſult of this converſation was, that I brought my 
Lady R— to promiſe, ſhe would no longer countenance 
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immediately in a convent, if I had not thought it would 
have been cruel te have deprived her Father of the Satif 
faction of ſeeing her the ſhort time he was to ſtay. 4s 
decency forbade that, I reſolved to fall on ſome method 
of ſending away the Marquis without his ſuſpecting the 
reaſon : Pr this end, I wrote to the Duke, and laid be- 
fore him the freſh reaſons J had for deſiring he would 
recall his Son under whatever pretence he thought pro- 
per. I had his anſwer in a a days, with his orders 
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for the Marquis, who reſpeted him too much, not to 
obey ; and I diſſembled ſo far, as to expreſs a regret at 
what happened by my own direction. 

I now applauded myſelf for the ſucceſs of a meaſure 
that ſeemed to ſecure all my views, I propoſed joining 
the Marquis at his F ather's in a foi tnight, in order to ſet 
directly out together for Straſburg, where I appointed my 
Brother and his Son to meet us by a different route. 
This project appeared to me plain and infallible. —Bat 
alas! it is the weakneſs of mankind to be blind to futu- 
rity? our reaſon bids us daily endeavour. to grow wiſer 
and better, while at the ſame time we know not what 
may happen to us the next hour or moment. How 
ſhall we avoid faults or misfortunes of which we 
art not capable to foreſee the occaſion ? How ſhall we 
arrive at a certain good, when we are uncertain of the 
means? We may preach of experience as a light to di- 
rect our eps, and help us forward in the paths of life! 
—But how feebly does it guide us amidft the number. 
leſs motives that influence free and rational agents, and 
the confuſion of the ſprings that dire& mortal actions? 
A long and extenſive acquaintance with the world has 
taught me with regard to this point, that all that boaſt- 
ed rules of human prudence are generally uncertain,/ 
and often falſe. — The Reader will be convinced of 
this, from the following example. 

While I thus pleaſed myſelf with the way in which I 
had ſettled my affairs, a neighbouring Gentleman (hear- 
ing of Amulem's departure) came to aſk Nadina in mar- 
riage ; the match was every way advantageous for my 
Niece ; for beſides a large eſtate, the Gentleman was 
extremely agreeable, about thirty years old, and the 
chief of a good family : So that he could have no views 
in this propoſal, but real love and eſteem. There ſcem- 


3 ed no objection but the age of Nadina, who was ſcarce 
K Wy fifteen, I conſulted Amulem and my Son- in-law and 
» e Daughter, who were all of my opinion, that the offer 
Nd was not to be rejected. The greateſt-difficulty I fore- 


a, was the violence done a tender heart, in which 
Love had taken ſo early a root. I own, this 2 — 
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flicted me, as 1 have always diſapproved the tyranny of 


me with a curt'ſy, and I obſerved ſhe haſtily run fron 


parents in obliging their children to forced marriages, 
Tne example of my Grand Father, the ſource of all the 
mrsfortunes of our family, was a warning before my 
eyes. On reflection, however, the preſent caſe appezr. 
ed to me very different. I ſaw her marriage with the 
Marquis a thing morally impracticable. The inſtant 
threats of death would not have made me alter my opi. 
nion that way. In this view which yet appears to me 
to be juſt) I thought my giving her to another far 
from cruelty, that I imagined did her a real ſervice in 
haſtening her cure; for nothing ſeemed to me a wiſe 
remedy than a tender huſband, who truly loved her, 


and would ſpare nothing to make her life eaſy and agree. | 


able. This way of thinking appeared rational, and 
notwithſtanding the event does ſo yet to me; ſo far 
that if I was in the ſame caſe, and as ignorant of the 
conſequences, I ſhould take the ſame reſolution. 
The point being thus ſettled, Thad my Niece calledin, 
whom 1 told that Mr. B— having done us the honourto 
aſk her in marriage, I thought the propoſal ſuch as wa 
greatly her intereſt to accept. That her Father and al 
the family preſent were of the ſame opinion; fo that 
(continued 1) my dear Niece, we only want to knoy 
your own ſentiments. She replied, with great mndelly, 
that ſhe was at a loſs, what to ſay, fince ſhe knew the 0. 
bedience ſhe owed her Father and me, but that if ve 
would let her follow her inclinations, ſhe choſe rather 
to live with my Daughter and my Lady R—, who wer 
ſo kind to her. I affected to take this anſwer as Ihe ef 
fe@ of her baſhfulneſs. I praiſed” her, I careſſed her, 
and promiſed her, if ſhe would leave the care of be 
fortune'to me, I would make her a little Qucen. M 
B— (added 1)-will come to wait on you this afternoon; 
you muſt receive him civilly, you will ſoon find he 153 
worthy and an amiable gentleman. She only anſwertd 


us to my lady R—'s apartment. 


Mr. B— came in the evening. Nadina appeared, i 7 


ter ſome delays. I perceived her eyes red, fo „ 
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ſhe had been crying. This made me [pity her. 
. ſo much the — of herſelf as 2 — on a 
chearſul look; nor did ſhe affect any airs of ſeverity, 
when her deſtined huſband: kiſſed her hand. He depart- 
ed extremely pleaſed, begging me to complete his hap- 
pineſs before we ſet out. I needed no intreaties to do 
this. I ſpoke of it that evening to my Lady R——, as 


a thing determined ; ſhe pretended ignorance. when I. 


aſked her conſent, though her anſwer was 


murderer of your niece ! for it is much the ſame thing as 
if you killed her with your own hand. Whoever heard: 
of a child like her, forced to marry againſt her will? 
I am reſolved nct to ſtay a moment longer with you, if 
you perſiſt in ſuch a violent reſolution. Beſides (conti- 
nued fe) after the rights you have given me over her, I 
might have expetted to have been conſulted. — ] aſſured 
her, that, the whole affair had been fo ſuddenly conclu- 


ded, that I had not time till now to aſk her advice, and. 


that with reſpect to the rigour of wkich ſhe accuſed me, 
I was far from conſidering it in that light.—In ſhort, I 
obliged her at laſt to own, that as my niece could never 
hope for the Marquis, we could not wiſh her a better ſet- 
tlement than now offered. | 

I agree. to what you ſay replied my Lady at laſt) but 
it 15 not you or I are the belt judges on this occaſion : It 
is your nieceꝰs ſatisfaction ſhould be firſt conſulted. She 
will be miſerable. I know, from my own fatal experi- 


ence, what a marriage not founded on inclination is.— In 


order to end this diſpute, I thought proper to call in Na - 
= diva; to whom I ſpoke in this manner: : 
= . 1 underſtand from my Lady, that᷑ you are not pleaſed 
Vith the match I have pro ed to you. I love you too 
tenderly to force you, — { am willing to get you know 
my ſentiments on what I gueſs to be: the cauſe of your 
reluctance. I am not unacquainted with the Marquis 8 
paſſion for you, as well as your inclination for him. If 
you have flattered yourſelf with any vain: hopes that way, 
it is time to undęceive yourſelf, For I Near to you ſo- 
lemnly, you never ſhall be the Marquis's; it is a thin 
Var. II. 1 impoſ- 


ee. 
med itated. You want then, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) to be the 
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at your liberty.— Only reflect how much you will, by 


and well. The anſwer I received, was, that ſhe was 


di 


the ſame tenderneſs, nothing but a bold reſolution wa 


impoſſible ! —Confider then, if you interd to renounce all 
other engagements on ſo fooliſh an expectation, you are 


your refuſal, grieve your friends, who expect a different 
conduct from your virtue, and your modeſty. 

I own this diſcourſe was enſnaring for a girl of her 
age, who had been always accuſtomed to behave dutifully 


ready to obey her father and me. I told her, ſhe acted 
the part of a wiſe and good child ; and that if it coſt her 
a little pain to forget the Marquis, ſhe ought to conſ der 
R as a ſacrifice neceſſary to ſecure her honour and repoſe. 
I left her with my lady, although I had ſome diſtruſt cf 
her advice. And the next day, I info med Mr. B—, 
to take the quickeſt methods, if he deſigned to accomp- 
liſh his marriage before my departure. He wrote imme- 
diately to the Biſhop, and in leſs than eight days he fe- 
ceived the lic-nſe and other powers, hat are given in 
caſes of expedition. The ceremony was ſoon pertormed. 
Nadina was baptized and married the ſame day, ard 
never appeared more graceful to me than on this occa- 
fion, All my family were preſent hut my Lady R—, 
who conſtantly refuſed to be a witneſs, ot what ſhe could 
not prevent. 
She had her ſecret reaſons for this conduct, which [ 
ſhould cenſure more harſhly. if Heaven had not ſo & 
verely puniſhed her for it. Her blind affection for Na. 
dina had made her take every irregular methods to diſ. 
appoint her marriage with Mr. B—, and finding thei 
Cad by our haſte, her vexation was inexpreſſible. 
She had wrote to the Marquis by an expreſs, which fie 
ſent off to the Duke's. She informed him in her letter, 
that he was on the point of loſing Nadina beyond reco- 
very; that her marriage was concluded, and would be 
over in a fortnight ; that if he continued to love her with 


neceſſary to make him happy. She aſſured him, ſve 
would gladly favour him ia the enterprize ; that if be 
would only ſecure two men he could truſt to attend h'n, 
and would come on ſuch a night ſecretly to my daug)- 
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ter's, ſhe would not only put his miſtreſs into his hands, 
but would ſecure the honour of Nadina by ſharing in 
her flight : That in caſe of violence, they might take 
ſhelter in a convent, or at the worſt retire to England : 
That he might the leſs dread his father's anger, becauſe 
ſhe deſigned Nadina ſhould inherit ker fortune. Above 
all, ſhe conjured him to be ſpeedy, and not to fail her 
on the night of appointment. TEE: 

I know not, if I ought to call it a piece of good for- 
tune, that my Lady could not foreſee the marriage would 
happen two days before her ſcheme could take place. 
'The Marquis had taken the alarm at the news, and re- 
ſolving to follow her inſtructions to a tittle, he wrote her 
word, that ſhe might depend on him. Inſtead of two 
men, he ſecured tour. My Lady waited for him in 
deſpair, ſor the ruin of her project. Leaving his atten- 
dants in the wood, he found means to convey himſelf at 
night to her apartment. But what was his diſtraction at 
finding his miſtreſs was already married. He fell moti- 
onleſs at the news Being recovered, he made my Lady 
repeat all the circumſtances of his loſs, and perceiving 
not a ſhadow of hope left, he gave himſelf up to all the 
exceſſes of diſappointed paſſion, As day began to ap- 
pear, my Lady prefled him to be gone, but he could 
not hear of returning home. He prevailed on my Lady 
to allow him to return next night, and in order to be 
near at hand, he went with his men to paſs the day at 
a {inall village, a league from my daughter's, and about 
the ſame diſtance from Mr, B — 3, where Nadina 
NOW Was. 

1 was told early that morning, that five men armed, 
and on horſeback, - had been obſerved hove ing about the 
wood; but I had not the leaſt notion of the truth. In 
the afternoon l viſited my Lady R, whom I found 
much diſcontened at my niece's marriage. I prevailed 
on her, however, fo far, as to conſent to go with us next 
day to ſee her. She carried with her a conſiderable pre- 
{ent in jewels, which ſhe forced her to accept. T'bey had 
ſome private diſcourſe together, but as it was in the ſame 
room with us, I kept my eye on them all the time. 1 
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l my niece bluſh two or three times, as if m 
Lady pteſſed her to ſomething, ſhe was averſe to. We 
t the evening with Mr. B., and returned to my 
avghter's pretty late. As we entered the court, I per. 


ceived a man at ſome diſtance, who ſeemed to me like 


the Marquis, but the night was ſo dark that I could not 


de ſure. * Laſked my Lady R-—, if ſhe had not ob. 
ſerved the ſame thing. She replicd coldly, 1t was very 


improbable the Marquis could be ſo near us, without my 
knowledge. It 22 notwithſtanding, who was tired 
with waiting for her return. He had paſſed the prece. 
ding night with her, which he ſpent with violent invectives 
againſt my inhumanity, the ingratitude of his miſtreß, 
and his own hard fortune. He made a thouſand oaths 
never to ſee me more, and believing he had no friend 
left but my Lady, he opened all his heart to her. He 


. Intreated her, as the laſt proof he aſked of her friend{lip 


and compaſſion, to procure him one interview with Na. 
dina. All theſe circumſtances I learnt afterwards from 
himſelf. | | | | 
My Lady was \. nfible of the danger and difficulty of 
complying with this requeſt ; I even believe it was with 
reluctance ſhe undertook the commiſſion, but the Mar. 
+ ors ſolicitations prevailed, and it was with the view of 
erving him ſhe bore me enz to Mr. B— s. Her 
influence over Nadina was great, that ſhe quickly 
brought ber to conſent to what ſhe deſired. But as it 
was no eaſy matter to put ſuch a ſcheme in execution, 
they parted without determining what to do. — My own 
unhappy ſtars made me contribute to their deſign. In 
coming back from Mr. B—'s, I told my ſon. in law be. 
fcre my Lady R—, that I wiſhed he would invite the 
new mariied couple to ſupp with us next day, which he 
promiſed me to do. My Lady took no notice of thiz 


_ reſolving to make her own u e of the. occaſion. She 


communicated her intentions that night to the Marguis, 
and it was agreed he ſhould conceal himſelf all next cay 
in my Lady's apartment, till my niece came, whom ny 
Lady was to engage to pretend illneſs at ſupper, and (0 
get for into her chamber. This ſcheme appeared al 
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but when my niece was let into it, ſhe would on no ar- 
count agree to it, till my Lady promiſed to be preſent 
all the time, ſo that ſhe was obliged to feign indiſpoſition 
to keep her room. Mr. B—, who miſſed her at ſupper, 
imputed her abſence to her ill-will to him, for he knew 
ſhe had oppoſed the match, Time, ({ays, he) I hope 
will leſſen her averſion, or if not, I reſolve not to be un- 


ealy about the matter, About the middle of the enter- : 


tainment, Nadina roſe in ſome confuſion, telling us, ſhe 
was a little out of order, but ſhe would come back pre- 
ſently —She little thought how love ſhortens time. The 
moments ſhe paſſed with the Marquis were ſo little tedi- 
ous, that ſhe forgot herſelf, and Mr. B— miſſing her 
ſo long, began to grow uneaſy. He roſe ſrom table to 
enquire aboat her, and was told by a ſervant, ſhe had 
gone up ſtairs to my Lady, He came back into the 
parlour to tell us this, and my ill genius once more bid 
me tell him, he oaght to take this occaſion of paying my 
Lady a compliment, and-/perſuading, her to let us have 
the pleaſure of her company. He immediately went ug 
fairs, but he had not been abſent above four or five mi- 
nutes, when we heard the report of a piſtol, and the 
ery of help! murder! We all ran up immediately, but 
the firſt object that preſented itſelf, was the Marquis: 
wich a pitol in his hand, who met us in the paſſage. 
His look was fierce. Sir, (ſaid he, advancing to me) I 
am in deſpair for what has happened. Mr, B— has aſ- 
ſaſſinated my. Lady R— before my eyes, and I have re- 
venged her by ſhooting him through the head. Pray or- 
er ſome aſſiſtance for your.niece, who lies inſenfible, 
I fy Sir, (added he, as he paſſed) but I am not criminal. 
The horrible confuſion I was in prevented my reply. 
W: entered my Lady's apartment, whom we found pale 
and bloody but till alive, Mr. B— lay dead on the floor, 
ard his brains ſcattered in ſeveral places. My niece was 
in a ſwoon ; but my Lady's woman told me the Marquis 
had been ſo careful as to raiſe her, and place her in an eaſy 
chair. I firſt cauſed the dead body of Mr. B— to be 
removed. We next applied our cares to my Lady R—;; 
who ſcarcely knew me, ſhe was ſo feeble with the loſs of 


* blood. 
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blood. Nadina recovered firſt, and I made my daughter 
convey her to her own chamber, with an intreaty 10 
take all proper care of her. | 
When we had a little got over this dreadful ſhock, ] 
deſired my Lady R—'s gentlewoman, who had been an 
eye witneſs of this tragical ſcene, to relate to us the cir. 
cumſtances.—She told us, that while the Marquis talk'd 
to my niece in my Lady's preſence, Mr. B— entered the 
appariment without knocking at the door of the anti- 
chamber ! that my Lady hearing his foot, had haſtily 
opened her chamber door, to prevent his coming fur- 
ther; but by misfortune he was ſo near, that he ſaw the 
Marquis fitting by his wife. Enraged at this, he endea- 
voured to preis forward by my Lady, who ſtill kept hold 
of the-door, and not being able to force his way, he 
had drawn his ſword, and through the opening of the 
door, run my Lady through the thigh ; that the Mar- 
quis, who had roſe at the noife, feeing my Lady fall, 
and Mr. B— advancing with his ſword directed at him, 
had fired and killed him on the ſpot.— O Heaven ! (cry'd 
I) how adorably awful are thy diſpenſations ! if thou haft 
any further ſtrokes in reſerve, let them fall upon me, 
and cloſe my wretched life. My Lady R —, in the 
mean time growing better, I tele her to viſit my niece, 
whom I found in bed, and perceiving by her paleneſs 
and tears how much ſhe was affected with the misfortune 
ſhe had innocently occaſioned, I forbore ſaying any thin 
to increaſe her trouble I exhorted her to patience a, 
courage, ſhe was quickly ſenſible of this mark of my in- 
dutgence. Ah! Sir, (ſaid ſhe, preſſing my hand) you are 
too good, if you believe me wholly innocent; but I hope 
if you have been informed of the truth, that you will be 
convinced my misfortune is greater than my crime, Hea- 
ven knows my intention pf ſeeing the Marquis, the laſ 
time I ever defigned to be in bis company !— Alas ! that 
it ſhould be ſo fatal, as to involve me in the charge of my 
huſband's death !—1 comforted her as well as I could, and 
prevented her father from making her the leaſt reproach. 
I T had not had time till now to think of the Marquis. 
\ was uncertain what was become of him, and I wa 
3 willing 
| ED 
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willing to know before I wrote the Duke an account of 
our tragical adventure. While I was thinking of fend- 
ing out perſons to make a proper enquiry, I was pre- 
vented by the following letter I received from him be- 


fore I got up: 
NY LET TBE 
SIR, . 
if I was not well aſſured, that in ſpite of the reſend- 
ment which the late bloody ſcene muſt naturally inſpire 
you with, you are at the ſame time too juſt and good 
to condemn me unheard, I ſhould never be able to 
ſupport the loſs of your friendſhip. But however un- 
* favourable appearances are to me, I flaiter myſelf you 
© will, calmly hear what I have to offer in my own de- 
fende; if I fled, it was leſs throꝰ the apprehenſions of 
© any. guilt, than that of offending you by my preſence, 
* or renewing your. grief by the fight of him who unhap- 
* pily occaſioned it. If you have any remains of regad 
* leſt for me, I would beg you would allow me tc ſce 
you, and convince you of my. innocence. Ihe bearer 


will let you know where I. am, and bring me your 
' anſwer.” | 


had ſcarce read:this letter, when I received a ſecond, 


which the Duke ſent expreſs to me, to enquire about his 
ſon, who had been abſent five days, and whom he be- 
lieved with me. Iiſent the ſervant back with an imme- 
diate anſwer, to tell him, that the Marquis was ſafe, 
and that we both ſhould be with him in a few days. I 
reſulvel the Duke ſhould learn the news from myſelf, 
for which reaſon I:took care this meſſenger ſhould know 
nothing of what had paſſed. I next reflected how I 
il0ad behave with reſpe& to the Marquis, who waited- 
my anſwer, It was eaſy for me io ſee he was no way 


criminal, as he had killed Mr. B— in a cafe which ne- 


celliy juſtifies, that is, to ſave his own life, —If his in- 
terview. with my.niece was a fault, it was my Lady R— 8, 
and her own, rather than that of the Marquis. I was 
as yet ignorant of the whole extent of my Lady's pro- 
ject, ſo that I confidered her more as an object of com- 
2:Gon than blame. I determined therefore, to treat the 


I 4 | Marquis 
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Marquis more favourably than he had room to expect 
I got on horſeback and made his meſſenger accompany 
me to the place he had directed. It was the ſame yi]. 
lage where he had paſſed the preceding days. He ap. 
peared a little ſurpriſed at ſeeing me ſo foon, contrary to 
his expectation. I found him in a condition capable of 


exciting pity. His linen, hair, and dreſs, in the utmoſt 
diſorder, his looks. pale, and his air like one who had 


Wanted fleep for a long time, I affected to aſk Briflant, 


who ſtood within four yards of him, if he knew where 
his maſter was? don't wonder, Sir, (rep'ied he him- 
ſelf) that you are at a loſs to know me «gain, but can 
you be ſurpriſed (added he, drawing me aſide) to ſee me 
in this condition! Alas, my dreſs is but an imperfect pic- 
ture of my mind! You would pity me yourſelf, in ſpite of 
all I have done, if you knew the anguiſh it has coſt me. 
I will faithfully relate to you what happened, and ſub- 


mit myſelf to your own judgment.— I continued ſilent 


that he might go on. He then told me the whole ſtory, 


excuſing my Lady as much as he could, or rather con- 


cealing her part in the adventure. He owned, that ha- 
virg learned my niece's intended marriage, he had cone 
purpoſely with a view of defeating the deſign, but fird- 
10g it too late, he had by his intreaties prevailed on my 
Lady R, to procure. him an interview. By what ſo- 


... xmn oaths (continued he) ſhall I aſſure you, that my ſole 


deſign in this ſtep was to weep at her feet, and to bid her 
an everlaſting adieu. Alas, for the few moments 1 ſaw 
her, I had ſcarce power to ſpeak, or look at her I durtt 
not even accuſe her of ingratitude and infidelity. Ny 
fchs were all the complaints I made, ſo far was I fiom 
thinking of injuring Mr. 3—. If my own life only had 
been in queſtion, I Wight bave avoided that gentleman's 
ſword. It was the cruelty with which he aſſaſſinated wy 
Lady R, and my dread of the ſame fate for your 
niece, that made me prevent it by his death. Inevitably 
as I ſlaw my own, I know not if I ſhould: otherwiſe have 
avoided it. Hz concluded, that he looked upon bim- 


| ſelf as no way guilty. with reſpect to me, ſince he hoped 


J would not lay the effects of Mr. B's brutality 1 his 
oor, 
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door; and that all his ſentiments for my niece were ſueh, 
as would bear the examination of Heaven itſelf. In 
ſhort, that if he could reproach himſelf with any thing, 
it was lefs with regard to me; whom he had: loved in 
ſpite of my eruelty, in diſpoſing of my niece, than on his- 
father's account, whom he had left without hit know-- 
ledge, and who no doubt was alarmed at his abſence.—- ' 
After this juſtification, he ſtood ſilent; expecting my re- 
ply. He appeared ſo ſatisfied: of his om 1hnocence, that” 
I reſolved to put him to the ttial. I:anſwered, - that | 
however fatal the diſaſter was, which he had occaſioned 
in my family, I ſhould be very willing to make a diſtine- 
tion between his faults; and thoſe of fortune; ſo that I 
neither charged him with the death of Mr. B—, whick 
that unrhappy gentleman had drawn upon himfelf; nor 
with his intentions for my niece, ſince he aſſured me they 
we e ho ourable — But (added I) if yon could not avoid 
taking Mr. B —'s life in your own defence, how will 
you juſtify yourſelf for ſeeking the ecaſion, by leaving 
your father's, and following the dictates of a blind and 
Irregular p aſſon, to expoſe” yourſelf to ſuch: dangers? 
What tho* you could not foreſee” them, does that ex, 
cuſe your want of conduct and conſideration? What bet- 
ter could you have expected from ſuch thoughtleſs im- 
prudence? Reflect a little what will be the conſequences 
of this affair. In the firſt place it brings an iteparable 
ſtain on your reputation. The world judge. of things 
by appearances; and will always view you as the mur 
derer of my nephew, whom you have killed in my houſe, 
almoſt before my eyes. A horrible return for all my 
piſt ſervices and cares Vou have next laid me under 
the ungrateful neceſſity of breaking all my engagements 
with your father, for continuing the charge of you edu- 
cation; for you muſt ſee, that hereafter there can be no 
further correſpondence between us. Reaſon, and eren 
common decency forbid I ſhould waſte the remainder oꝓf̃ 
my life and ſtrength to ſerve the murderer of my nephew. 
Lafily, what reception can you expect from your father, 
when he ſhall know what has happened? I know by a 
letter I have from him this morniag, - that he is diſplea 
17 
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| . I ended this harangue, I pretended to call for my 


med I) L conſent to go home with you, and reſtore you 
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fed at your abſence. Judge if the occaſion of it will in- 
creaſe or leſſen. his diſſatisfaction ! This (concluded I) 
is all I have to ſay to you, the laſt time I ſhall ever ſee 
you. Another would have perhaps taken this occaſion 
of ſecuring. your perſon, and delivering you into the 
hands of juſtice, which has no reſpect for perſons. But 
1. fagrifice my reſentments, to our former friendſhip. 
Return, Sir, to your father's, and be aſſured I ſhall op; 
i inſt your life, 


horſe, in order to: go away. The Marquis held me with 
a diſtracted look. If you love my life (cried he) don't. 
leave me, or Lk no not what my deſpair may drive me 
to. Etold him, I thought repentance fitter for. him than 
deſpair. No matter (replied. he briſkly) if you reſol'e 
to abandon me as you ſay, I bid adieu to all thoughts of 
returning kome ; I will this moment leave the kingdom, 
and ſeek my fortune thro? the world. Well, Sir, (retu- 


fafe to your father. The confidence he. has repoſed in 
me, obliges me to. this return. Would to-Heaven that 
you yourſelf not conſtrained me to reſign an office } 
ſo- willingly under: ook, and ſo faithfully endeavoured to 
diſcharge !—My promiſe calmed him a little. I deſired 
him to wait for me at the ſame place, and to take ſome 
reſt. till next morning, when I would ſee him again. As 
I was juſt going to mount, he ſoftly whiſpered, I fear, 
Sir, to offend you a-new, but you: will forgive he vio- 
lence of my paſſion, if. I intreat you to let me know how 
your niece is ?— [I anſwered, that L left her well. 

In effect, on my return home, I found Nadixa pretty 
well recovered,. tho much afflicted; but it. was quite 
otherwiſe with my Lady R—; the Surgeon, on taking 
of the laſt dreſſing. having declared the wound mortal. 
Sbe appeared herſelf unconcerned at the rews. Tun: 
ing towards me, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe thanked Heaven for 
Kx her out of the world ſooner than ſhe expected: 
That ſhe had wiſhed for death ſo often, that its approach 
gave her no fears: That ſhe hoped we would pardon 
her ſor the concern ſhe occaſioned in the family, * 


f 
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death of Mr. B—, as what ſhe had done proceeded ſion 
no criminal view; and that ſhe hoped Heaven would di- 
finguiſh between weakneſs and guilt. She then deſired 
us to witneſs her laſt will, by which ſhe le't two thirds 
of her effects to my neice, and the other third to the 
poor of our pariſh, She died the ſame night in the moſt. 
violent pangs.—For a lady of her rank and merit, her 
fate bad been very hard. Nor was her death leſs unfor- - 
tunate than her liſe: She had no doubt haſtened. it by, 
ter ill conduct, but it was viſible, there was more. of 
weakneſs than ill defign, in the fault ſhe committed. 
* She never had the command. of her. paſſions, but was 

conſt:n:ly-governed. by her love, or her averſion... _ 
Such is the character of moſt fine ladies, I mean of. 
ſach who e wiſdom and virtue are inferior to their beau- 
ty. Their charms; tho” the giſt of Heaven, become 
equally fatal to themſelves, as to their admirers. Their 
kves are continually perplexed between the deſire of 
pleaſing, ai d the pain of being neglected. The wildeſt 
paſſion of their lovers expoſes them leſs than their own + 
nitural in-onſtancy and vanity, Add to all this, that if 
their good nature exceeds their pride, they are doubly 
miſerable, as their attraftions bring upon them ſollicita- 
tions they want the power to reſiſt, and ſo. makes them 
faves to the tyranny and caprices of love. TR 
The death of my Lady.no way prevented my keeping; 
my appointment with the Marquis next morning. I le | 
the care of the funerals:with. my daughter, which were — 
privately performed; The Marquis waited. for me, at- 20M 
ler ded only by Briſſant, having diſmiſſed the reſt of his 
train. — By the way he employed the moſt obliging con- 
daft, and. the moſt preſſing intreaties to engage me io 
repreſent matters favourably to the Dake. He put me 
in mind of the reſpect he had always paid me. and the 
regard he had for my in ſtructions. To convince me of: 
his fincerity, he conſeſſed to me freely all his faults and 
deſigns. He owned then the meaſures he had concerted. 
with my Lady R, to carry off my niece, .but he pro- 
teſled he had no thoughts of marrying her without his: 
fi.her's conſent and mine; but that his intention was 
to 
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to pat her in a monaſtery, to prevent her marriage witk 
Myr. B—, till: he could prevail on the Duke and me to 
give our conſents, — He added, that provided I would 
have the goodneſs to interpoſe in his favour, he made 


no doubt af bringing over the Duke to his deſires, who 


had formerly favoured his paſſion in Spain, and he ho- 
ped would canſent to crown his affections for my niece, 
when once he was informed of her beauty and merit.— 
I'anſwered,, I was ſorry to hear him argue fo ſeriouſly 
on inconſiſtencies. That he ſpoke of obtaining favour 
from his father, when he ſtood in need of his pardon: 
Fhat he propoſed an alliance with my family, when 
he had broke all the ties between us: nay, what is more 
abſurd, he talked of marrying the woman, whoſe huf- 
band he had juſt killed. — I thought to puzzle him with 
this anſwer 3 but without heſitation he replied. with-an 
openneſs that expreſſed fully his ſincerity and ſu eetneſ- 
of temper. It is true, Sir, I. am faulty, but nothing 
ſhall ever oppoſe me to your goodneſs, my father's in- 
dulgence, and the generoſity of your neice. I confeſs, 
I was touched with this ioftance of his gentleneſs and 
confidence. However, in order to difcharge my own 
duty, and to bring him back to his, I told bim, that 
though I was far from leſſening his opinion of his father's 
indulgence and my kindneſs, I heartily wiſhed ke might 
not deceive himfelf on this head: I] hat he could not 
but know as well as I, that the Duke was a man in- 
flexible in his juſt deſires 3 and that if he had that opi- 
nion of me, which our long acquaintance together might 
ſirely have taught him, he muſt believe me neither to 
be flattered, nor threatened; from my duty.— You are 
then reſolved (faid he, with a melancholy look) to quit 
me. Ves, Sir, (replied I) I am reſolved to do my 
duty, let the event be what it will: All can promile 
you is, to repreſent things to your father as favouradly 
for you, as you could defire. | 

On our arrival at the caſtle of * , we found a great 
deal of company with the Duke. It happened to be the 
feſtival of the Saint of the Pariſh, which the Duke cele- 
brated after the country manr.er, by inviting all the per 
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ſons of diſtinction in that neighbourhood. The Marquis» 
was loaded with compliments on his, return —I- took. 
this opportunity to talk a moment with the Duke alone. 
He appeared greatly, ſhocked at the relation I gave him 
of the Marquis's adventure; tho* I forgot all ſelf· inte · 
reſt, ſo far, as to turn all the circumſtances in his Son's» 
favour, The Duke, however, had the penetration to 
diſcover my partiality for his Son,, and to expreſs a kind 
ſenſe of it. I then told his Grace, that whatever af - 
fection and attachment I had for the Marquis, I thought 
myſelf obliged in honour and decency to give up the 
charge I had taken of his education. — The Duke ſeem- 

ed concerned at this, and aſced me, if I was in earneſt 7 
I replied, that. this ſeparation: ſeemed to me: ſo-indif- 
penſibly requiſite in the preſent caſe, that I thought. it 
as much for. his. intereſt as my-own:; I continued thus: 

The reputation of the Marquis, Sir, can ſuffer nothing 
from my leaving him, becauſe. the world wil fuſicient=- 
ly ſee my regard for him by my conduct: My filence- 


believe him innocent;;. but that does not hinder, that: 
after ſuch a tragical and domeſtick. wound, I ſhould ob- 
ſerve ſome reſttictions, were it only for the ſake of: de- 
cency. That, Sir, ſhall never. leſſen the reſpeR I owe 
your illuſtrious houſe, nor the particular eſteem I have 
for your Son, whom 1 ſhall always ſee and ſerve with 
pleaſure : Sothat, except that conſtant habitude of live 
ing together, 1 deſign no change in my conduct. It is 
no langer, Sir, (concluded I) my intention to ſtay in 
the world. figh daily for that ſolĩitude your com- 
mands prevailed on me to quit. My age, my laſt tra- 


to a ſpeedy retreat, which I deferred no longer than to 
ſee my brother ſet out for Aſia, having laid aſide my- 
intention of accompanying him to Vienna. > 
Though the Duke heard me calmly, he was far from 

yielding to the reaſons I alledged for my conduct, which 
he uſed. all his eloquence. to. confate, Finding this to 
no purpoſe, he made me this propoſal. - I have nom 
(aid he) fifteen... or., ſixteen, Gentlemen of quality with 
0 | __ 


under ſuch an affliction. will be a convincing proof that ! 


vel:, and my recent misfortunes, had all determined me 
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me, who are men of honour, and know the world: [ 
will leave it to them to determine the caſe in diſpute, 


If they are of your opinion, that honour forbids yon t 
to continue with my Son, I will ſubmit to loſe you. [ wh 
anſwered, with a ſmile, that I knew not if the appeal des 
was ſo impartial as his Grace imagined, fince reſpett or the 
| Hevanr might prevail-over reaſon and truth; He an. ex 
wered, that he would -ſwear them to anſwer upon their im 
honour without partiality; and that the Marquis and ſp! 
he would retire till they had given their deciſion, He: U 
added, that if there was a majority of votes on one ſide, 
they ſnould determine the point. ——T agreed to this ſti 
ſcheme. The Duke immediately aſſembled his gueſt, le 
Thirteen Gentlemen appeared, of the firſt rank in the. Y 
province. The Duke informed them of all the circum- lc 
ſtances of the accident, and of our mutual appeal. To. te 
prevent all ſuſpicion of biaſs, he deſired each to write and * 
ſeal up his opinion without ſubſcribing his name. This, © 
extraordinary trial did not laſt long. | had twelve votes * 
of the thirteen in my favour, The Duke agreed to the: k 
deeiſion of the company, expreſſing at the ſame time, in a 
very obliging terms, his regret for loſing me. The ) 
Marquis was fo affected, he Fer the room. | followed: - 


him.—Am TI'then deceived ſaid he to me at the door) 
in believing you a real friend ?—I -defired him to hear; 
what I had to ſay.— Heaven, Sir, (ſaid I) can witneſs, 
that L have hitherto given you all the proofs of friend - 
ſhip in my power: It can witnefs what I would till do: 
for you, were it to hazard my life. If you have then 
any thing to object againſt me, it is the reſolution I have 
taken to leave you Conſtder, Sir, in this caſe, who 
is moſt to be pitied; you who loſe only an honeſt, but 
antiquated friend; or-!, who loſe in you-a child whoſe. 

_ converſation and company was the chief happineſs of my. 
life. Judge from this, Sir, if I deprive myſelf of you! 
without the utmoſt regret. Judge of the: ſtrength of the 
motives which influenced me, by the judgment of 
thoſe Gentlemen who can have no viſible intereſt 
to decide in my favour. Believe then, that my con- 
corn on this occaſion is ſuperior to yours ;. and = 
| m 
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ry friendſhip for you will never ceaſe, but with π] 
life. e 1 
As I aw we were alone, I took him into the garden, 
where we ſat down, and I ſpoke thus: Receive now, mx- 
dear Marquis, the laſt ſentiments of my fondneſs, or ra- 


ther the laſt expreſſions of it, for the principle itſelf will. 


exiſt with my life... I forget all your little follies, as I. 
impute them to the vivaciety of your:temper,. and the 
ſprightlineſs of. your youth. I ſuppreſs the. laſt .griefs. 
ou have occaſioned me, becauſe I aſcribe them to a 
ügher hand!. I only now aim to give you my lateſt in- 
ſtructions.— 1 know your mind to be upright and art- 
leſs. — Your heart is generous, worthy, and ſincere.— 
You. are defigned. by nature for the moſt virtuous. and. 


lovely of mankind Oh Heaven! cried I, to fix his at- 


tention). why doſt thou permit. the moſt perfect. work 


manſhip of thy hands to be disfigured-by paſſions, and 


corrupted. by vice? Without theſe infectious weeds, 


what noble and uſeful harveſts might ſociety reap from 
nature! But alas. Love alone is capable of deſtroying _ 
all our hopes. O my dear Marquis, learn timely to arm 
yourſelf againſt this. favourite weaknefs !: Already too 
well I know its poiſon. lurks around your. heart! 


Witneſs the dreadful effects it has alrcady produced. 
In leſs than fix weeks your hands have been 


thrice embrued in blood l- ove is an abridgement 


of all the paſſions; it is cruel, violent; ſuſpicious, un- 


juſt, always inclined to exceſſes, _ and deaf to moderati- ' 


on — Shake off its early tyranny,—Peace ſhall recom- 
pence your trouble, age ſhall ripen your virtues, prac- 
tice ſhall confirm. them; and the older you grow, you will 
be more eſteemed in this world, and more aſſured of 
bappineſs with reſpect to the world that is to come,— 


We were here interrupted by a ſervant of the Duke's, 


ſent to call us. into the company, where we ſat till it was 
late in indifferent converſation. 

As] was fixed, in ſpite of the reſolution I had formed, 
to preſerve all the rules of good manners and friendſhip 
with the Marquis, ſo I was eaſily prevailed upon by the 


Duke to. continue ſome days with him. 1. ſhould: even 


have 


_ 
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have ſtayed longer, if I had not been obliged to retum 
to my Daughter's on a preſſing affair, on account of 
which ſhe ſent a-ſervant-expreſs for me. By her letter 
ſhe informed me, that the preceding: night an incengiz. 
ry letter, threatning deſtruction to the family, if ſhe did 
not in four days depoſite the ſum of 2000 crowns in a 
private place directed in the note. She was not the on- 
ly perſon menaced. Numbers of Gentlemen and Far. 
mers had been addreſſed to this way for 2 or 3 months 
before, and ſome of them had been ruined by fires, ſor 
their non-comptiance.. 'Fhe Duke was ſo kind to offer 
me his ſervant, fo aſſiſt; butiow a little-confiderations I 
found that artifice was a- ſafer remedy than force. I 
took my leave of the Duke in the intention to ſet out 
early, and to reach home by the poſt next evening. The 
Marquis would not quit me that night. I took the oc 
caſion to renew my former counſels for the conduct of 
His life I gave him an exact ſletch of his own character, 
without either ſparing his faults, or concealing his good 
qualities. I ſhewed him all the hazards and temptati. 
ons to whieb his birth and rank particularly expoſed 
him. I pointed to him the paths of neglcRed vir- 
tue, and the roads of honourable vice! Behold, Sir, 
ſaid I, thoſe difficult aſſents that lead to glory and 
e. I know none who can purchaſe wiſdom at a' 
cheaper rate than you. Your birth is illuſtrious, 
your genius is happy, your underſtanding is ſound, 
and your inclinations are chaſte!' Love alone is the 
rock that threatens all theſe valuable — with 
ſhipwreck. It is your favourite foible ?'-———— It ir 
your preſent tyrant !———- But you deſert yourſelf, for 
you want no arms to recover your liberty. Are virtue 
and innocence preferable in your cſteem to ſenſual ſatiſ- 
faction? Is folly ſuperior to reaſon? — Or the ſhort 
moments of a tranſitory poſſeſſion. to the ſerene tranqui- 
lity of a temperate life? I dont ſpeak to you of an ima- 
mary diſtinction - Vou once knew this refined delight, 
— paſhon has viciated your taſte, I would par- 
don a vulgar mind for this imbecillity ; love raiſes ſuch 
tempers above their uſual meanneſs.— But for great 


ſouls, 


* 
* 
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fouls, love debaſes them from nobler purſuits. The 
human ſoul was fromed for pleaſures of a higher kind; 
ſach as flow from juſtice, truth, virtue, and goodneſs, 
— Theſe form a ſolid baſis for happineſs; whereas the 
chains of beauty are flight and vain. Love deſtroys all 
true conſtancy and peace of mind. Its agitations are 
too violent for our repoſe, and its weakneſſes too ſtrong 
for our reſolution. In ſhort, the variety of cares and 
paſſions that attend it, are ſo many quickſands for virtue. 

The Marquis heard this lecture with his uſual good- 
nature. But notwithſtanding all my declamations a- 
gainſt love, he begged me to let him know what the 
Danke thought of his paſſion for my Neice.— It was eaſy 

for me, by this queſtion, to gueſs of the effect of my ex- 
hortation. However, I anſwered him, without taking 
notice that the Duke had ſpoke of it to me, as a fool- 
ih inclination; and that nobody could judge of it in a 
Petter light. I added, the worſt of it was, the ill con- 
equences it had produced; but I hoped they would at 
eaſt, be a warning to him for the future Theſe wers 
ny parting words, to which I gave him uo time to re- 
| 1 I {ct out next. morning, in my chaiſe, by breaks 
day. | 


B O O K XV. 


i Reflected ſeriouſly by the way on the ſtep I had ta- 
is. ken; and the more 1 did fo, the greater cauſe I 
or and to thank Heaven for enabling me at laſt to break 
ae WD chains. — My regret at quitting the Marquis was fine 
iſ. c, bot as I found it impoſſible to continue my ſervi- 
we. co bim with honour, after what had paſſed, 1 was 
i- 


Il pleaſed in the main to have recovered my liberty. 
t neither the motives of decency, which determined 

to this ſtep; nor my age, which was yet vigorous, 
e the real cauſes. of. this. reſolution, though they 
ed to juſtify. me to the world. had lately felt a 


ſecret 
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| — offended God and Man? What right had | 
n 


ſecret alteration in my own mind. which had piven me 
great uneaſineſs. In the courle of my life, I had expe. 
rienced all forts of loſſes, and conſequently felt all the 
degrees of trouble that attend them; but as I alway, 
lived inthe abhorrence of vice, i ſtill preſerved the mer. 
tal fatisfation that is the fruit and reward of virtue. 
My misfortunes I therefore confidered as trials, rather 
than puniſhments, and this refle:1on had often ſupport. 
ed me in the very criſis of deſpair : Of late, I knew ng 
How, this conſolation had forſaken me. The death of 
my Lady R— lay heavy on my conſcience; as I accu. 
fed myſelf every moment of being acceſſary to her unhay. 
PY fate. it was | who had aſſiſted her to fly from Eng. 
and, What excuſe could I plead for an action which. 


atch her from the arms of her huſband, and violate 
the ſacred ties of marriage? What call had I to exercil 
a criminal compaſſion, and injure the innocent to con. 
fort the afflicted ? How was I ſure, that what I thought 
pity, was not in reality a vitious paſſion which al 
ſumed that diſguiſe ? It is true I had conquered it 
at laſt, but ſhould I not rather have ſuppreſſed it inthe 
birth? How could I anſwer to myſelf, Er favouring the 
elopement of a married Lady, and procuring her a fe,. 
ter in my family? What intereſt had L 1a the fo 8 
tunes of this fair ſtranger ? Can I perſuade myſelf, ny 
tears, my ſighs, my agitations on her account, were l 
innocent? What though I could not charge mi 
with her death, yet it was the conſequence of my in Wl 
prudence ; for had ſhe remained in Englarid, ſhe had 
e periſhed ſo miſerably— So that the hand] 


ad in her eſcape, in ſome meaſure- involved me in tv 


guilt of her death, | 
In ſhort, whether thro' weakneſs of mind, or the li 
ly ſenſe of religion, theſe refleQions gave me daily . 
ter diſquietude, If I was guilty, it was highly neceſaſ iſ 
to make my peace with Heaven by penitence ; if u, 
was proper to take ſome method of quieting my , 
conſcience. In either caſe, ſolitude was abſolutely reg il 
ſte. I know not what judgment my reader. will ſom 4 | 
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this delicacy of mine, with reſpect to vice and virtue; 

but the nearer I approach my end, the more | am ſatiſ- 

fied with judging of myſelf fo ſtrictly; and the more I 

am aſſured of 

am called to give my laſt account. | 
Autumn was now begun, and Amulem ſtill continuing 


we regulated together the time of our departure to be in 
a few days. There appeared no obſtacle to retard us. 
But Heaven had decreed that 1 ſhould never leave France, 
ſo that our laſt meaſures were as unſucceſsful as the for- 
mer, | he accident which diſappointed them was as 
little advantageous to the Duke of““, as to me and 
\mulem ; fince we all three had our ſhare in the trou- 
ble it occaſioned. Thanks to Heaven, I drew this fruit 
rom it, that it haſtened my retirement from the world, 
nd contributed to ſweeten its repoſe. 

As I always diſtruſted the Marquis's paſſionate and en- 


o ſecure Nadina from his attempts, by putting her into 
Convent, which to me ſeemed the beſt ſhelter from his 
durſuits. I choſe for this purpoſe the Abbey of H—, 
ome leagues from Paris, bath becauſe the Prioreſs 
as my acquaintance, and becauſe I believed the great 


y Niece 


nM om thinking her confinement tireſome. 1 
e ll Wok a journey thither to agree with the Prioreſs for her 
yl Bb nval penſion, accompanied by Muleid who expreſſed. 
(in curioſity to ſee the Abbey, The ſituation of it appear- 
dun 


WE to us — and healthy. We obſerved with plea- 
re all thoſe parts of the incloſure, which are uſually 


n en to our ſex. Nothing charmed Muleid in this viſit 
moch as the fight of about a hundred young boarders, 

- li BE ng ft whom were ſame extreamly pretty. It was at 

pr RP ch we had this ſpectacle, where they appeared in 


ch good order, and ſo gaily dreſſed, that I was ſurpri- 
WE fuch vanity was permitted in a Cloyſter. Muleid. 

arded them with a wonderful attention. Perhaps he 
pnfidered them as a little amiable Seraglio; for in our 


the mercy of the ſupreme judge, when I 


in the reſolution of reaching Vienna before winter began, 


erprizing temper, I had reſolved, before our departure, . 


Wumber of young Ladies educated there, would prevent 
| I 


turn, he never ceaſed talking of them, I rallied, - 
4 him. 
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5 2 th 
him a little on this admiration, telling him, if | had ea 
known how ſoon he was to leave us, I would not have he 


expoſed his heart to ſuch apparent danger. had in 


now nothing left to do, but ro diſpofe Nadina to enter A 
into the retreat I had chofen for her, which ſhe readily he 


conſented to, eſpecially when her brother Muleid told cc 
her ſhe would find fuch agreeable company there, 4; ti 
our whole family intended to fhew their regard by ſeeing W 
her ſettled there, my daughter, who was often of a very le 
diverting humour, bearing how much Muleid wa V: 
charmed with the Novices, propoſed to drefs him like; 1 
gurl, and fo procure him an admittance to fpend two or I 
three days with his Siſter amongft them. In ſpite of ec 
the ſerious oppofi tion I made to this odd project, I was p. 
over ruled by my Daughter's arguments to give my con- b 
ſent. Muleid then was metamorphoſed into a girl. His W 
youth and fair complexion aided the cheat, fo that ex. h 


cepting his awkwardneſs, he might have impoſed on any tc 
eye. The good Nuns had not the leaſt fafpicion He 

ſtayed two days with his Sifter in the Convent at full li. 
berty, and ſoon contraRed an acquaintance, I was fir 


from ſuſpecting ſo trivial an: affair would produce ſuch b 
conſequenees, or rather, I believed Muleid fo little N 
formed to our manners, that I apprehended him ſecure tr 
from love. After taking leave of adina, we all return- a 
ed to my Daughter's, where I haſtened the preparations p 
for our journey, in ſuch x manner, that in Four days ve P 
were ready to ſet out. But the eve of the day appoint fe 
ed, Muleid was taken ſo ill, that we were forced to put [ 
off our defign. | ke 
His, complaints were ſo great, that his Father ww Þ 
highly alarmed, though the phyiician, who was pr h 
ſently called, could diſcover no ſigns of his diſorder: t 
This feigned indiſpoſition was nevertheleſs an artifcen WA ! 
indulge a new paſſion. During his diſguiſed ſtay will | 
his Siſter, he had fallen in love with a young Novice of 
. ſixteen called Tereſa ***. I avoid diſcovering her ft. t 
name on account of her family.) I could never guel F 
what his views were at the commencement of this # w 


mour, for there was not the leaſt ſhadow. of ſuppoing 
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that a young girl of fo tri an education ſhould: 

ear to a lover of a nation and religion 10 — 
her own. No doubt Muleid truſted a great deal to the 
influence of his ſiſter, whom he made his confidante. 
As this new inclination of his was the firſt of the kind 
he had felt, it was ay to gueſs it was violent. He 
concealed his, uneafineſs for a week, however, under the 
titles of the cholick and head-ach. One night he 
went to bed, ſooner than uſual, under pretence of a vio- 
lent pain; my uneaſineſs occafioned me to ſend my ſer- 
vant to his room, as I lay down, to learn how he was. 
To my great ſurprize I found he was nat in his room, 
I ſentback the meſſenger to enquire what had happen- 
ed, who brought me back word, that Muleid had 
privately ordered two horſes to be ſaddled, and attended 
by a foot-boy of my daughter's, had left the houſe 
without ſaying a word. I raiſed his Father to tell 
him this ill news, and we were equally at a loſs 
32 the reaſons of this unaccountable pra- 
cedure. 

Notwithſtanding all the enquiry his Father and I 
could make for ſix weeks, we were uncertain what 
had become of him. Amulem's concern and tender- 
neſs for an only Son, made him leave no methods un- 
tried, by ſending expreſſes even as far as Holland, but 
all to no purpoſe. We had been about a month in this 
painful uncertainty, when | received a letter from the 
Prioreſs of the Abbey where | had placed my Niece, in- 
forming me that the Marquis of 6 —, the Son of the 
Duke of H***, had been there twice or thrice incognito 
to viſit my Niece, which liberty ſhe had granted him. 
But that his aſſiduities becoming more frequent, and 
having underſtood his quality, ſhe had thought proper 
to let me know her ſuſpicions, that he was, ſecretly in 
love with Nadina, and to deſire my directions how ſhe 
mould behave in that reſpect. 

It is impoſſible for words to expreſs my ſurprize at 
this intelligence. As | knew the Marquis was with his 
Father, the Duke, at Paris; and that I believed him, 
wholly taken up with the pleaſures of the court, I did 

| not 
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not know how to conceive, in what manner he had py n 
notice of Nadina's retreat. In the mean time, az | Jo. 
reflected on this unſeaſonable diſappointment, I wrote 87 
the Prioreſs my anſwer, by which | intreated her, if the hi 
Marquis continued his viſits, to tell him civilly, that they © 
were improper; and that ſhe was forbid to grant ny 
Niece that indulgence, As I had always the notion my 
"Nephew Muleid was concealed at Paris, I reſolved at 
once to take this opportunity of ſeexing him, and of re. 
penny to the Marquis the inconſiderateneſs of hi, 
ate conduct. I loſt no time in ſetting out, and paid ny 
firſt compliments to the Duke at my arrival. 'Tw 
reaſons, — revented me from defiring him u 
employ his authority to ſilence his Son's paſſion; one 
was, the fear of expoſing the Marquis to a ſevere repri. 
mand; and the other, not leſs weighty, was the knoy. 
ledge I already had of the Duke's ſentiments.— On all 
the occaſions in which | had expreſſed my diffidence a 
to this affair, he had talked as one fo infinitely above 
me and my trifling concerns, that I well knew the fate 
of ſuch a complaint. -- His Grace regarded his Son's in- 
clination, onlyasa pieceof youthful gallantry, that ſerved 
for his amuſement, without reflecting on the dangers to 
which it expoſed my Niece.— His high birth ſeemed to 
him a ſufficient preſervative againſt ſuch low engage- 
ments. — Convinced how little i had to hope from that 
quarter, I was wholly ſilent.— I leſt the Duke late, and 
as I went to bed, I thought I had a right to enter the 
Marquis's apartment withovt knocking at the door; 
but i leave the Reader to judge my aſtoniſhment, at had 


ing Muleid engaged with him at back gammon.— The) » 
were both as confounded as |. I ſaid ſmiling, that it 4 
was a very agreeable ſurprize to me to find at once my * 
dear Son, and my dear Nephew. The Marquis em- 2 
braced me frankly, but Mulied appeared more reſerves, 
' 1 reproached him gently on the uneaſineſs he had given 7 
his Father, and the family, by his abſence. He cou'l Wi * 


make no excuſe, but that the Marquis had kept him 
employed with diverſions, that he had no time to write. 


I anſwered, that I was glad to find him ſo well recover, 
| al 
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and that 1 hoped he would be able to undertake his 
journey to Aſia, He replied that the air of Paris a- 
greed with him ſo well, that he wiſhed I would allow 
him to ſtay with the Marquis ſome days longer, I 
could not refuſe him this favour : I only intreated him 
to write an apology to his Father, and to take care of 
his health. In the afternoon I took an opportunity of 
taking the Marquis afide, I told him, that 1 had received 
a letter from the Prioreſs of the Convent, where my 
Niece was, complaining of his frequent viſits, as con- 
trary to the rules of that houſe. 1 added, that I hoped 
he would forbear ſo unneceſſary a conduct, and not ex- 
poſe himſelf, for the future, to the neceſſity of being de 
nied admittance, —He eaſily gueſſed what I meant, and 
as he had already concerted his defign with my Nephew, 
he anſwered, with an air of coldneſs, that he was very 
ſorry he had offended the Prioreſs, but for the future he 
aſſured me he would either wholly forbear his viſits, or 
they ſhould be ſo ſeldom, as not to violate the rules. 1 
paſſed the remainder of the day with him and my Ne- 
phew, and having nothing to do at : aris, I ſet out next 
day for the Abbey to viſit my Nicce. I had firſt a ſhort 
converſation with the Prioreſs, who repeated to me all 
that had paſſed in the different viſits the Marquis made, 
either in her preſence, or that of the Nuns who accom- 
panied Nadina. . She aſſured me (in the Monaſtic ſtyle) 
that nothing had paſſed, which could in the leaſt degree 
ſully the bright mirror of chaſtity. The good morher 
little knew, that the perſon ſhe traſted, was a treache- 


. „ „„ pn ory 


F rous girl, who had been corrupted by the Marquis's 
9 fair promiſes. She added, that my other Neice was a 
. very agreeable young woman, and that every time ſhe 
i came to the Monaſtery, all her Nuns were mighty glad 
N to ſee her. What other Niece is it you mean, inter- 
Fn rupted I, ſurprized! Why (replied ſhe) I mean the 
® young woman you brought me with Nadina, her elder 
14 WH fifter, | believe. —Truly, ſhe is a pretty young woman, 
0 and tho ſhe has ſomething odd in her behaviour, yet ſhe 
te, 1s ſo good-natured and chearful, that my boarders are 


d, all charmed with her, eſpecially one of them, who is 
ud never 
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| 11 never eaſy but when ſhe comes here.— This ſpeech Was 
; 


bs | too plain not to be underſtood. In ſpite of the trouble 
H it me, I could ſcarce forbear laughing at the cre. 
15 | dulity of theſe Nuns, in taking Muleid for a girl; 


F contented myſelf with telling the Frioreſs, that | wa 
whe : obliged to the community for their kind fentiments of 
$i my relation; and after advifing her not to let the Mar. 
1 quis fee my Niece any more; | I'gaye her ſome cautions 

with reſpect to a watchful conduct over her boarder. 
The viſit I made Nadina was ſhort. I was impatient 
to return to Amulem, and to inform him of what I had 
learnt of his Son. What ſurprized me, was, to find hit 
ſentiments of his Son's amour much the ſame with thoſe 
of the Duke of *. He was ſo glad to hear of his ſafety, | 

that he made a jeſt of his love. and wiſhed him 
ſucceſs. -- You talk finely (faid I;) I believe you think 
yourſelf ſtill at Amaſia What ſucceſs can Muleid have 
that is contrary to your own deſigns ? Do you believe 
he can receive any favours from a French Lady without 
being firſt a good Chriſtian ? Io God's name let him 
change his rehgion,—Do ſo yourſelf, and ſettle with us 
in France, and then perhaps we ſhall make Muleid happy 
with his new miſtreſs.— No, (replied Amulem in a more 
ſerious tone) 1 have a thonfand times told you, that! 
will never change my faith, be it good or bad; nor vil 
I ſuffer Muleid to forſake it: But 14 he can prevail on his 
Miſtreſs to go with us into Aſia, we will make bers 
Turk.— That (reſumed I) is a thing you mvft never 
hope for. It will be too dangerous an attempt for your 
Son, and if I may adviſe you, you will immediately (end 
for him from Paris. Amulem agreed to my opinion, 
and wrote to Muleid to come off the moment he recti. 
ved his letter. But we were ſoon convinced that pa- 
ternal authority is as little regarded by the Turks as bf 
many Chriſtians, I he Marquis and Muleid had alrezdy 
formed the moſt whimſical projeſt that was ever perhars 
conceived. It was each of them to carry off their mil- 
treſs, and fly together into Turky. It is probable, my 
Nephew was the inventor of this notable ſcheme, for up- 
on leaving his Father, he had gone directly to the Mar. 
| | quis 
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quis, and informed him where his ſiſter was; upon which 
they had mutually agreed to aſſiſt each other in their 
2mours. For this end Muleid had bired lodgings at 
Paris, and by the help of a woman's-dreſs had ſeen his 
Siſter as often as he pleaſed, who had aſſiſted his love 


was he who undertook to make them this propok 

cauſe, tho the Marquis viſited Nadina, he had not always 
the liberty of converſing freely with her. In-this manner 
they ſaw their Miſtreſſes by turns, and he that went car- 
ried his friend's letter, and brought back the anſwer. 
Tereſa was a little coquette, who had a thouſand charms. 
I don't know what notion ſhe had of the ſeraglis, but 
the event ſhewed that ſhe was not afraid of it. She 
quickly came into this ſcheme of going to Amaſia ; and 
her love for Muleid was no leſs violent, than that of Na- 
dina ſor the Marquis. Their affairs were in this fituation 
when my Nephew received his Father's letter. All the 
effect it produced was to haſten the execution of their 
meaſures, They had furniſhed themſelves with truſſy 
ſervants, ladders of ropes, and poſt chaiſes; in ſhort, 
with all things neceſſary for ſuch a deſign. Muleid had 
J received money to clear his expences at Paris, and the 
Marquis raiſed ſome 3 hisacquaintance. Thus pro- 
" vided, they reached the Abbey on the appointed/night, 
15 and got their miſtreſſes over the wall of the garden, with 
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4 a lay-fiſter who choſe to ſhare their fortune. Their 


eſcape was diſcovered early next morning, of which I 
received advice by noon in a letter the prioreſs ſent-ex- 
preſs to me. As the Convent lies in the country, and 
the Prioreſs had no perſons'to purſue them, ſhe only ſent 
two meſſengers off with the news to me, 3 the 
Father of Tereſa. She did not even in her letter 
lay whom ſhe thought the Authors of this adventure, 
but on that head 1 needed no information. I preſently 
| gueſſed the whole plot, and that their deſign was to go 
together into Turky. As it was not probable th 
would run the hazard of traverſing all France to embar 
at Marſeilles, I imagined they had taken the route of 


Germany, This thought = me hopes of An => 


ws * 
i 
* 


for Tereſa, ſo far, that he had made a — pr _ | 


2 - = 


2 
ag... 


Fen ů— 
ng cw TEE OO eo 7 


— < 
— 


— 


> 
— * 
e 


"og < — ; 
99 as r agg a ee ao re YG m0 get wa 7 


—— r — 
. „ 


TY Y 13 US4 1% wah 
0% MEMOIRS of o 
them, becauſe my 8 eſtate lies on the Frontier, 
However, as they might alſo go for England, I ſent os 
perſons I could truſt to Calais and Boulogne. At the ſame 
time, attended by three men well armed, I got into the 
uu road for Flanders, where the firſt ſtage | ſtopped at, 
had intelligence that two poſt chaiſes, ſollowed by 
ſour ſervants, had gone by three hours before; but that 
they wanted freſh horſes.—I preſently concluded thefs 
young travellers had forgot the neceſſary precaution of 
ordering relays, ſo that | hoped to get up with them that 
night; but perceiving their error, they had forced their 
guides to ride double Rlages with the ſame horſes, ſo 
that by, this means, as much as they adyanced thei; 
journey, ſo much they retarded mine, becauſe in ſever:| 
places I could get no horſes. However, as they topped 
the next night to lie at Mons, the firſt town of Imperial 
Flanders, I entered it early in the morning. before they 
were up. Although; I. had reaſon to apprehend ſome 
danger in managing two young men capable of ſo vic 
lent a reſolution, I was unwilling the Marquis ſhould be 
uſed harſhly. So that without calling any aſſiſtance. 2: 
I might, have done, I alighted with my men at the inn 
where they had put up the preceding night J was told 
they were till in bed. This made me tremble for my 
Neice. On further enquiry, I was informed that oneof 
the young Gentlemen lay with the youngeR Lady, but 
that the other two ladies lay together. Alas! tho't !, 


can it be my Niece? . She has been married, perhaps ſie 
has leſs. modeſty.— To be certain, I was conducted to 
- the chamber, where I ſaw the laſt cloaths I had ſeen Nadi- 
na wear. Thanks to Heaven (cried I) ſhe has ſome fe. 
mains of. virtue and prudence. As ſhe had defired the 
. landlady over night to lock the door, ſhe was ſurprized 
to ſee a man. I approached her bedſide ſoftly, defiring 


her not to be alarmed ; but as ſoon as ſhe heard my voice, 
ſhe fainted away. When we got her a little recovered, 
ſhe burſt into tears, made an effort to riſe, but | prevent. 
ed her, and obliged her to lie ſtill. I ſpoke to hers 
gently as poſlible. , Is it true (ſaid I) my dear Nec, 
that 1 find you at Mons in the power of a young fel- 

. OW, 
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low, who is not your huſband ? What fatal poiſon. has 
infatuated you to forget your duty? What have you 
done ?— Or rather what do you defign to do? — Art leaſt 
let me know your intentions? If they had been ſuch as 
you could avow, you would not have hid them from your 
Father and me!-- You would not have ſcandalouſly eſcaped 
by night over the walls of a Convent! You would not be 
now in a public inn, expoſed to the power of a young paſ- 
ſionate lover, who, like yourſelf, hasthrown off all the re- 
ſtraints of wiſdom and duty. Tell me truly where is he? 
Has he not paſſed the night with you? Theſe words, 
which | purpoſely threw out, opened her mouth. I own 
(ſaid ſhe weeping) I have committed the greateſt of 
faults, in conſenting to follow the Marquis; but I aſkiio 
mercy from Heaven, if J have in the leaſt point violated 
the rules of virtue What, alas! could 1 do? (added 
ſhe burſting into tears) you Know but too well 1] love 
him. te promiſed to marry.me, and to go and live with 
meat Amaſia.— s it poſſible (replied I) that with your 
ſenſe, you could not ſee the abſurdity of ſuch a promiſe? -- 
Could you be ſo weak as to believe him fincere, in an en- 
gagement he had not the power to fulfil ? Did you con- 
ſider the ſuperiority of his birth, and how far his Fa- 
ther's authority could reach? - But ſuppoſe you had 
reached Turky ſafely, what ſecurity had you for the Mar- 
quis's conſtancy there? Or that he would not have a- 
bandoned you, when the firſt warmth of his paſſion was 
abated by enjoyment?—Ah ! (interrupted ſhe) if you 
knew him, and with what tenderneſs he loves me, you 
would have a juſter opinion of him. I am ſure he would 
loſe his life for me! Go (replied I) you are a little fool, 
who are a ſtranger to the deceits of love. Get yourſelf 
ready to go Ws. with me to France, and thank Hea- 
ven, that has ſaved you from the precipice!—l then de. 
fired her to tell me ingenuouſly whether the Marquis had 
not preſſed her to ſhare her bed? — She modeſtly confeſ- 
ſed he had made ſuch a propoſal, but that he deſiſted 
from it on her declaring ſhe never would conſent to it, 
till they were married. —Well (continued I) and has 
Miſs Tereſa been as * with reſpect to your Bro- 
| 2 M ther ? 
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let us return quietly to France. If you cannot 1 


ther? I don't know (anſwered ſhe) I believe they have 
paſſed the night together, While we were diſcourſing 
in this manner, and that my gentleneſs began to reco. 
ver Nadina from her fright. f 

Marquis, who called his Valet de Chambre. He had 
Juſt got up, and was far from fuſpecting me fo near 


heard the voice of the 


bim. I bid my Niece get up and dreſt Herſelf, during 


Which time, I perceived the Lay-Sifter, who had af 


this time. crept beneath the cloaths to hide herſelf, [ 


gave her a ſevere reprimand for her bad conduct, and 
the hand the had; in ſo fooliſn an action, but ſhe made 
me no reply. 


This was but the prelude of the ſucceeding ſcene, The 
Marquis having called his valet, was greatly furprized to 
hearl was in the inn. Scarce was my Niece dreſſed, when 
he appeared at the door of her chamber, with a counte- 


' nance that expreſſed the diforder of his mind. He came 
forward, however, to ſalute me. Sir, (faid he) I do my- 
ſelf the juſtice to on I am guilty; but if you will not for- 


3 


ve a fault occaſioned by the exceſs of a paſſion I can no 
onger command; you may take the forfeiture of my 


- life. —1 will die ſooner than you ſhall deprive me of Na. 


dina, or loſe the right ſhe has given me over her perſon, 
— My deareſt Marquis, (replied I calmly,) it is neither 


in a place like this, or by ſuch violent methods, I want to 
_ your pretenſions. Your own reaſon and gene- 


rofity are all the weapons I ſhall employ againſt you. [ 


am no way ſurprized at the lengths your paſſion has 


hurried you, becauſe] know your impatience of tem. 
per. But at the ſame time, I know your integrity and 


. goodneſs, and rho? your love may blind your judgment 


awhile, it can never extinguiſh it.—Follow my advice, 


your paſſion, try to gain the Duke's approbat ion by the 
moſt dutiful methods. This is the only way you can 
mew the reality and warmth of your affection. Try to 
obtain your miſtreſs in this manner, which is alone wor- 


thy of the regard you owe to yourſelf, and her, and me. 


He continued ſilent, leaning over the back of a chair, 
with his eyes caſt down, as if he was in — me- 
. tation, 
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ditation. I took him by the hand, and defired him to 
go with me to Muleid's chamber, whither he followed 
me without ſpeaking a word. | 

My Nephew, who by this time was informed of my 
arrival, had like to have eſcaped from me, by an arti- 
fice, I could never have ſuſpected him for. —Hearing 1 
was in his Siſter's room, he ordered his chaiſe to be got 
ready, while he and his miſtreſs dreſt themſelves; ſo that 
if I had ſtayed a few moments longer with my Neice, 
they had been out of my reach. He was greatly diſ- 
concerted on ſeeing me, and waited to hear what I would 
ſay. 1 told him briefly, that his Father was ſo highly 
diſſatisfied with his conduct, that I believed he would 
find it a difficult matter to appeaſe him; that beſides, if 
he conſulted his own ſafety, he would avoid returning to 
France, for. juſtice had no regard to ſuch as broke the 
laws, by violating the geen of a monaſtery, ſo that 
if he would take my advice, he would let Miſs Tereſa 
return with me, and wait for his Father at Mons. — This 
young Lady, whom I had never ſeen before, and who 
ſeemed very pretty, interrupted me here with great 
briſkneſs. She told me, that what I mentioned of the 
ſeverity. of juſtice was only true, when a perſon was 
carried off by force; but her caſe was quite different, 
for Muleid had taken her by her own conſent, and that 
ſhe was reſolved never to part with him one moment. 
Well, my dear little Miſs, (anſwered 1) you ſhall ſtay 
with your lover, I have no deſign to force you ; but you 
muſt give me leave to confine you both to Mons till 
you hear how your reſpective parents determine. I ſhall 
obtain an order from the Governor for this purpoſe. 
She anſwered with ay air of ſcorn, That I might con- 
fine her where | would, but ſhe defied me to make her 
leave Muleid. My Nephew contented himſelf with 
ſaying, that having left France, he had no deſires of 
returning there, fo that he did not value its laws ; and, 
as to his Father, he hoped he would not be angry at 
him for being in love. I then defired them to go with 
me to my Neice's chamber, where I had ordered up 
breakfaſt, Muleid aud his Miſtreſs eat heartily ; but 
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the Marquis and Nadina ſcarce taſted any thing. They 


regarded each other with a mournful air, like two vic. 


tims deſtined to be ſacrificed, Their concern grieved 
me ſo, that I could have ſhed my blood to make them 
happy, but it was a thing impoſſible. I miſſed the 
Lay Siſter. On enquiry, I fonnd ſhe had taken the op- 
portunity to flip away from the inn, and I had no time 
to ſearch for her. Her flight no doubt was owing to her 
fear that I would oblige her to return to the ſtate ſhe 
had quitted, „ 
When breakfaſt was ended, I made this propoſal. to 


Miſs Tereſa. As | cannot, dear Miſs, ſuffer you to con- 


tinue your journey, without the conſent of your parents, 


conſider which of theſe two things you chuſe to do. Ei. 


ther to be confined here by order of the magiſtrate, till 
I inform your parents of your Affairs; or, what I think 
more decent, that you go for ſome time into a nunnery 
in this place. She-anſwered me, that, to avoid noiſe, ſhe 
was willing to follow the laſt part of my advice, only 
ſhe was afraid, ſhe might be detained there againſt her 
Will. Muleid would by no means hear of the Convent, 
and 1 was unwilling to carry matters to extremity. by 
making the ſtory public. I took Muleid apart, and told 
him, that if he would give me his word to ſtay at Mons 
with his miſtreſs till hetheard from me, I would truſt 
them both with their own liberty. Altho' 1 ſpoke very 
ſoftly, yet Miſs, who overheard me, anſwered with won- 
derful pertneſs, that if I would truſt to her honour, ſhe 


would engage for what I defired of Muleid, and that ſhe 


was eaſy about her family, ſince nobody could take her 
from Muleid, ' who was her huſband, and paſſed a night 


with her as his wife. I admired the ſprightlineſs of 
this young girl, and could ſcarce perſuade myſelf ſo 
much loquacity was proper for a ſeraglio. I took no 
notice of her, but told Muleid he might be aſſured of 
his Father's reſentment, if he failed in his promiſe. 
After ſurmounting this difficulty, I believed I had no 
more to do but to ſet out with the Marquis and my 


Neice; but I quickly found the moſt troubleſome part of 


my work was to do. I had ordered the chaiſe to be 


£ got 
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ot ready by noon, and notice given me at that hour. 
Hors en the time came, and I deſired the Miarquis'to 
5, He Tat ſtill without making me au anſwer. ' On my 
petting my intreaty; he cried—Stop, Sir, ſtop/a"'mo- 
went! Do you imagine I will ſotealtly loſe my hopes? 
After all the hazards P have run for your Neice, can 
b think I will toe all the fruit of my troubles ? No, 
tio, you may take Ryl life; I will make no reſiſtance; 
Þbt you ſhall neyef fnatch from me the jewel of my heart. 
Fear me, 'while'thus kneeling at' the:feet of Nadina, I 
{wear by all that's ſolemn, nothing but death ſhall part 
us. I anſwered him ſmiling . 
That love's a jeſt! and wows are wind, © 
Come (continued I, ſpeaking to my Neice) come child, 
the Marquis wilt at leaft conſent to bear you company. 
Seeing me thus take her by the hand to conduct her 
down fairs; he gave mé fo violent a puſh that had 
like to have fallen; and ſeizing: my Neice, be ft 
down arid placed her on his lap, In this poſture,” ſhe 
fell a crying violently,” whichHhereaſed'his rage fo, thay 
he loaded me with the bittereſt invectives, _ me, 
barbarian, brute,” a man'with6urt hantanity dr gobdnels, 
whoſe conduct and principles were qane ineenfiſtent. 
He added, that befides* a Hundred proofs he had niet 
with of my 'ſevetity, Rd fkill remembeied the ironieal 
manner in which I Had'treated his paMidt'when' quitted 
him as a governor, | He added, that LWwas greatly mif- 
taken if ] thought to tregt him like a child, or if 1 pre- 
tended to uſel any authority over him: That my Pedant 


reign was over! He concluded, that I could thew no 


right to rule my niece, | finte ſhe had been married, and 
was accountable for her conduct only to her Father: 
That the cruelty with which I had forced her to marry 
Mr B-— ſhould make her conſider me as her tyrant, 
rather than ber une. i e 8 80 | 

I heard all this railing patiently. Nadina, however, 
who heard it, and feared it might exaſperate me, diſen- 
gaged herſelf from her lover's arms, to aſk my forgive- 


nels, kneeling at my feet. I replied, that if ſhe had not, 


hike the Marquis, loſt all regard forme, ſhe would with- 


'2Y 
2 
„ 
+ 
4 
: 
2 
3 
3 


o 
d 
44 
4 
: 
J 
. 
\ 
"Is 
bas 
<6 
* . 
1 
1 
o 


a * 
1 wo * * zi * 
— — 8 —ͤ 3 — * «4 «<4 
5 bon” 2 4 8 | a 


— — 


TT” 


| 


= 
_.. 1 2 


your own cauſe, and employ all the influence of a loved 


200 MEMOIRS of a 
out heſitation follow me that moment. She anſwered, 


ſhe was ready to obey me. But then it was, that the 
Marquis, no longer maſter of himſelf, took hold of her 


a ſecond time, ſwearing with the moſt horrible impre. 


cations, he knew how to keep her in ſpite either of her. 
ſelf or me. I was aſtoniſhed at his ation. — ſaw no o- 
ther remedy for his tranſport but moderation, for it waz 
to no purpoſe to think of fighting, and as little of call. 
ing in force to aſſiſt me. I was even doubtful how far 
1 could obtain the help of the civil power in a town no 
way dependant on France, and where clandeſtine mar. 
riages are tolerated by law. The bare affront it would 
have been to the Marquis, checked all thoughts of em- 
ploying violence, I truſted to his natural good temper, 
an retired to let him calm a little. During this in- 
terval, he addreſſed a thouſand paſſionate expreflions to 
my Niece. Can you conſent, Madam (cried he) to aban- 
don me? Will you ſuffer me to loſe the opportunity of be. 
ing yours, which I fhall never recover ?--OQ Heaven! what 
can be depended upon, if you thus forget your vows! 
Have you not ſworn to me that the fight of death itſelf 
ſhould not hinder you from being mine? What opinion 
muſt I have of your conſtancy and truth! How can h be- 
lieve you will be more faithful in loving me, than you 
are in following me?—But you betray me. I ſee it too 
well. Perhaps you even wiſh for my death this moment 
to be at liberty to return to your Uncle. Is this all the 
ſhare I have in yourheart? O Heavens! is this the reward 


ol ſo much fidelity and love! Here I interrupted him, to 


big he would hear me a moment patiently. He replied, [ 
was his enemy and perſecutor, and he would have no- 
thing to ſay ro me. I aſk you, Sir, (returned 1) but a 
moment's audience. If you will but hear me, you ſhall 
be convinced not only that ] love you, but that | truly 
wich your happineſs; ſo far am I from being the barba- 
Tian you unjuſtly call me. Let us return to France, and 
III engage myſelf io repreſent your paſlion to the Duke 
in the firongeſt terms 1 am able. You ſhall yourſelf 
diQate the expreſſions to me. Do you ſecond me in 


Son 
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Son with an indulgent parent. Vour Father granted 
you in Spain his conſent te marry Donna Diana, why 
may he not repeat his goodneſs to you in favour of m 
Neice ? The caſes are parallel. Come, try ts ſoften hi 

by your ſubmiſſion and tenderneſs! The heart of a Fa- 
he is never inflextble, nor deaf to the calls of nature. 
As to the reft, you have no reaſon to doubt my firicerity, 
If I inclined to offend you, I ſhould have no occaſion for 
artifice. Be aſſured I ſhould be the ſtrongeſt here, if [ 
were neceſſitated to uſe force to reduce my Niece to het 
duty. This laſt expreſſion grieved Nadina, who imme 
diately made anſwer, that it ſhe had unhappily failed in 
ker duty, ſhe was willing now to obey it. She then ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to the Marquis, to perfuade him to follow 
my advice, adding, that if ſhe could not lofe him without 
death, ſhe ftill would prefer that to the lofs of her re- 
putation and honour. —l was charmed with this reſolu- 
tion. The Marquis ſeemed to relent. I ſeized this 
critical minute to take them both by the hand, and 
lead them to their chaiſe. We parted thus from Mons, 
leaving Muleid and his Miſtreſs behind us. 

EI know not how the Marquis and my Neice entertained 
each other in the chaife, but when we camo to the ſtage 
where I was to leave the poſt road, to take that to my 
Daughter's houſe, the Marquis told me, that be refolved 
to leave us aud go to Paris. I made no oppoſitien to it, 
You on (ſaid he) to be eontended with what I have 
done; for I leave your Niece with you from the reſpe& 
1 owe your commands and her own : Bat I expect in ra- 
turn you will grant me two things ; the firſt is, that you 
will not put your Niece in a Convent again; the ſecond, 
that you will come to me as ſoon as poſſible at Paris, in 
order to perform the promife you have made me. On 
theſe conditions (added he) I am willing to aſk you 
pardon for what has happened, and beg you-will reftore 
me your friendſhip. I embraced him kindly, promiſing 
at the ſame time all he defired. In effect, this was what 
J reſolved; for I ſaw no other expedient to end this af- 
fair, but to intreat the Duke to take care himſelf to re- 
gulate or approve his * paſſion as he thought beſt. 


5 I parted 
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I parted from the Marquis, and returned with my Niece 
to my Daughter's, As for Amulem, be was quite ea- 
ſy when I told him how his Son's amour had ſucceeded, 
and that F left him ſafe with his miſtreſs. He reminded 
me how I had aſſiſted him in alike affair at Conſlantino- 
ple. I told him, the caſe there was different, becauſe 
the perſon he carried off was free. But here his Son 
had invaded the rights of his Miſtreſſes's parents, and 
brought a ſtain on the family. Her parents, replied A- 
mulem, will perhaps conſent to leave her with us. Peo- 
ple are often glad to get rid of a Daughter. You ſce 
(added he ſmiling) we are like to have the greateſt bur. 
then. He happened for once to gueſs better than 1 at 
that time apprehended. I wrote the ſame night by the 
poſt to Tereſa's Father, who was an honeſt. Gentleman 
of Picardy, who had a numerous family. By this I in- 
formed him fully of his Daughter's eſcape, and al! 
that had happened, concealing only the place where ſhe 
was; and I let him know, that if he was willing to take 
her home, I ſhould engage to put her into his hands. 
In two days I had a long anſwer, the concluſion of 
which was, that as her lover had enjoyed her, the miſ- 
fortune ſeemed to him paſt remedy; ſo that ſhe might 
ſtay with him altogether. . He added, that for his part, 
he believed his Daughter might be as happy with a Turk 
as a Chriſtian, provided he was an honeſt man; but that 
iß it happened otherwiſe, it would he ,a puniſhment for 
her undutifulnefs. . He, laſtly, Kaba Bowl I would. uſe 
my intereſt with Amulem, that ſhe might be left at li- 
berty as to her religion. I ſhewed this letter to Amu- 
zem, who was well ſatisfied with it, and read:ly. conſent- 
ad to the requeſt mentioned in it. His ,zmpatience to 
dee his Son made him haſten his departure.” Ee ſtill 
expected I would accompany him to Vienna, but J 
gave him ſuch reaſons for declining it, that he inſiſted 
jon it no further. I promiſed, however, to conduct him 
to Mons, and take leave of my Nephew ; but [ engaged 
bim to delay bis journey a few days, that I might jul- 
Fl my engagement to che Marquis at. Paris. Before 
let out, I wrote to Mauleid. att Mons, to tell _ S 
Iikreſs 
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Miſtreſs was yielded to Kim, ſo that he might freely 
wait for his Father's coming. +2 
I conſidered my journey to Paris as no {light affair, 
The thoughts of opening myſelf once more to the Duke 
on a ſubje& he had ſo often ſlightingly treated as a jeft, 
was a matter of real concern. I now, however, reſolv- 
ed to ſpeak to him in ſuch a ſerious manner of it, as to 
obtain at leaſt a ſerious anſwer. At my arrival | found 
the Marguis overjoyed to ſee me. 'This is the critical hour 
(aid 1) Sir. J am juſt going to plead your cauſe, It is 
your buſineſs to ſupport me, and not be wanting to your 
own intereſts. He then propoſed to be preſent at my 
firſt interview with the Duke, but I thought that impro- 
per. 1 ſent up my name, and was immediately intro- 
duced. after the firſt compliments, I plainly laid be- 
fore the Duke the ſubject of my viſit, I begged him to 
be. perſuaded that 1 had omitted nothing to cure his Son 
of his paſſion, but had employed all the methods for 
that end that wiſdom, and even prudence, could ſuggeſt. 
] repreſented to him, that his paſſion had now laſted above 


a year, and taken ſuch root, that 1 faw no remedy. 1 


told him, that befides all the trouble it had given me, 
it had coſt me the life of my Nephew, anddeftroyed my 
repoſe, ſo that if my Niece had not been a Chriſtian, I 
ſhould have infallibly ſent her back to Furky with her 
Father. I then related to him the ſtory of his Son's car- 
rying her off, with a deſign of leaving the kingdom, 


and how I had been ſo lucky as to overtake them at 


Mons, where I had prevailed on the Marquis to return, 
by the promiſe of ſalliciting in his favour. Believe not. 
my Lord, (continued I) that I had any other view in 
ſuch a promiſe, but that of bringing him home to you, 


:I know the condition to which Heaven has fixed my - 


Niece, and I never wiſh to fee her greater; but you 


will conſider, my Lord, (added I) that in our inferio- 


rity of fortune, our honour and peace are as dear to us, 


as „ours Can be to you I hope, therefore, after all the + 


endeavours I have uſed: to bring the Marquis back to 
bis duty, you will employ your own authority. The 
Marquis now waits to ſpeak to you, and if l might pre- 
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dame to offer my advice, your Grace ſhould anſwer in 
ſuch a manner as you think moſt proper either to ſup- 

fs of favour his inclination. - 

The Duke heard me with as ſerious a look, as I aſſu- 
med in fpeaking. You ſurprize me greatly, (anſwered 
he) in telling me my Son's flight with your Niece, -[ 
thought him all that time at my country-ſeat, where he 
had aſked leave to go for ſome days. I ſee his paſſion is 
violent, but what anſwer would you have me give him? 
II replied, that as all the charms I had tried to cure 
him were ineffeQual, I was quite at a loſs what to ſay, 
Iwill call him in before you (returned the Duke) and 
talk to him as Heaven ſhall inſpire me. This conf. 
dence in ſupernatural illumination ſeemed to me very ſin- 
2 The Marquis made his appearance with a reſpedt- 
ful air. I doubt not, Sir, (ſaid he addreſſing himſelf to his 
Father) but you are informed of my griefs ! How much 
do ] fear they will be augmented, if I am fo unhappy as 
to have offended you. But if, Heaven is merciful to our 
involuntary faults, I hope you will not be leſs indulgent 
to mine. Ihe Duke anſwered, that he had learnt from 
me he was in love, which was no great wonder at his 
age, and that if he only moderated his paſſion a little he 
ſhould like him never the worſe for it. The Marquis 
was no way ſatisfied with fo general an anſwer. He re- 
plied wich an humble tone, that moderation was a virtue 
very difficult for a lover to practiſe; and that he was ſo lit- 
tle capable of it, that if he had not depended on his good- 
neſs, he had ſunk under his affliction. Very well! replied 
the Duke ſmiling, I ſuppoſe he talks this way to your 
Niece; for he ſeems to expreſs himſelf very movingly. 
This piece of raillery no way diſcouraged . Marquis, 
who continued his ſollicitations. I know not, Sir, ſaid 
be, what idea you have of my paſſion, but I am ſure, if 
vou do not pity me, I cannot hve; for death is a thouſand 
times more eligible than the continual agitation of 
mind I ſuffer, If Mr. Renoncour has told vou what has 
fed, you will ſee I have acted like a man half out of 
is ſenſes. Your compaſſion is my ſole reſource. Well 


(returned the Duke) what ſhall I do to make you - 
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Ah i my dear father, cried the Marquis, can you afk 
that? Or can you be ignorant of what I defire? Yes, 
faith, replied the Duke, for 1 believe you have too 
much ſenſe to think of marrying your miltreſs, and too 
much friendſhip for her uncle, to make her a whore. I 
ſwear to you, (continued he) that if your Dulcinea was 
the daughter or niece of M. Renoncour, who is a man 
of quality, I would .conſent freely to. the match ; but 
they tell me ſhe is only his wife's relation, and the 
daughter of a Turk, Z—ds, would you ally me with 
Mahomet and the Alcoran 7— All I can do for you, con- 
tinued the Duke laughing, is to deſire you to have pa 
tience till my death. You will then be at liberty to play 


the fool. Such were the inſpirations the Duke received 


from above ! 

I was ſenſibly touched with the Marquis's condition, 
who turned to me with his eyes full of tears. Sir, (ſaid 
he) you ſay nething in my behalf, as you promiſed. I 
anſwered, that I no way deſerved ſuch a reproach, ſince 
the Duke could witneſs for me, I had repreſented his 

fon in the ſtrongeſt manner I could. He then threw 

imſelf at his father's feet. What Sir, (ſaid he) muſt I 
do to ſoften your rigour, or what muſt I have recourſe 
to, if he to whom I owe my life, refuſes to pity me? 
Theſe words were pronounced in ſo affecting a manner, 
that the Duke, in ſpite of his pleaſantry, appeared mov'd. 
He raiſed him up. My dear ſon, (replied he) I am 
truly ſorry for you ; but you aſk me a thing im le: 
—1 know the Duke of St. Aignan married bis wife's 
chambermaid, and the Marſhal de Baſſompierre raiſed a 
whore to his bed; but though I make no compariſon be- 
tween ſuch creatures and your miſtreſs, I am fixed in 
my reſolution. As I love you tenderly, it gives me the 
utmoſt pain I cannot grant what you defire ſo earneſtly. 
Promiſe me to renounce this fooliſh „ and there is 
nothing I can refuſe you. 'The Marquis anſwered, that 
the only choice he had to make was Nadina, or death. 
Does ſhe-love him ? (interrapted the Duke, ſpeaking to 
me) and continuing his diſcourſe to his ſon. If ſhe loves 
you, (added he) ſhe will conſent io any thing to caſe 

| you. 
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Jou. Cohtabie wither privately for a year or two; ch 
condition that- ſſie enter into a convent, whenever 1 
think proper to marry you. I could not help telling 
the Duke ſeriouſly; that a jeſt of this nature was neither 
ſuitable to his ſon's virtue, nor that of my niece. ' He 
had that day ſo unlucky an inclination for raillery, that 
he even bantered me for my ſcruples. In order there: 
fore, to terminate this prineipab affair in ſuch a manner 
as to-ſecure my own quiet; I ſaid to the Marquis, You 
fee, Sir, I have fulfilled my engagement in coming to 
Paris. I have impartially repreſented your cafe to your 
father. If you are ſtill unhappy, it is not my fault, but 
that of fortune, which has-raiſed you too high. —T hope, 
Sir, this reflection will reftore your tranquility, as well 
as ſecure my own; for you cannot but know chat my 
niece's paſſion has already produced but too fatal effect. 
- * With theſe words, I took my leave of the Dul:e and 
his fon, but the Marquis folloded me. Would. to Hes. 
ven (cried: he weeping) I had been born a peaſ+:'t! [ 
ſnould then perhaps have had a father more ind gent 
uo my wiſhes.— What advantage is my birth to me, if! 
aðm always croſſed in my inclinations? My footinen are 
Happier than I How fhould J hate you added le) for 
ſtopping me at Mons? I had row been happy with 
Nadina beyond my father's power. He made a thou- 
fand complaints of the cruelty of his fate, - curſing his 
quality and rank for the diſappointment of his hopes. 
I never ſaw. him ſo much grieved before —1 ſail all 1 
could to ſupport and comfort him, but whenever | {poke 
of leaving him, he held me fiſt, to conjure me to hear 
his pains. Alas! (ſaid he) you are go ng to Nadira, 
and I muſt be left behind. Dreadful thought !' Tell her 
at leaſt that I'die-for her, finc2 it is impo ſible I can ſut. 
vive her loſs. * Tell her—here he ſtopped tor a moment, 
and then went on thus: No! tell her nothing. Grant 
me only, as the laſt favour I ſhall ever implore of you, 
to ſee her once more; aſter which, I ſhall die content- 
ed. — Suffer me to go with you, and bid her the l 
farewell. I told him, that as the Duke had abſolutdy 
Forbid his love, I thought fach · a fie! needleſo, and on 
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proper to create him new trouble. He importuned me 
fo, that I was forced to conſent, provided he ohtained 
kis father's permiflion. {+ 45% 
The Dyke conſented; and e ſet out together. J made 
no queſtign but Nadina, ſeeing her lover along with me, 
would flatter herſelf our deſign had ſucceeded. L took 
care to undeceive her. The Marquis, (ſaid I) my dear 
niece, is come to take his laſt leave of you. Give him 
the thanks you owe for the honour he does you, and re: 
member henceforth you muſt neither of you think of love 
any more. He approached her with a reſpectful but 
melancholy air, and kiſſing her hand, made ſome com- 
pla ints in general on the cruelty of his deftiny, to which 
the repl ed modeſtly. I ſaw eaſily. by the referve with 
which he-fpoke, that he watched for a private converſa- 
tion: But as I had no intention he ſhould have that 
liberty, I tool care not to leave them alone. As the 


evening drew on. and he ſaw he was cloſely obſerved, 


he took a reſolution: I cot in the leaſt expected. He 
deſired I would eall my ſon- in aw, my daughter, and 
Amulem, who had all left the room. In the1r-preſence 
he ſpoke thus: It is with pleaſure, Sir, I take this oc- 
cafion of publickly owning the motive of any, comiog 
here with you: After-what my father has ſaid,.. I know 
his temper too well to expect to move him; but though 
he aſſumes a right to controul my paſſion, it is bey ad 


bis power to extinguiſh it: I take God to witueſs, it 


ſhall laſt as long as my.. life, and I ſwear, by all, that js 
holy, never to love' another. If it pleaſe Heaven I die 
before my father,” I ſhall die in theſe ſentiments... If A 
cube mz v hat. moment. to give yaur niege the 
ſame right over my fortune, that ſne now claims in my 
heart. Will you conſent, (continued he, turning to 
Nadira,) to accept this ſolemn engagement? May LI 
hope, that while I leave you to pine in abſence with de- 
ſpair, you will cheriſh the remembrance of my love, and 
remember your own promiſes ? — Saying this, he took 
her hand, and ſlipping on her finger a diamond ring, he 
ſhewed it to us, and kifling her hand a ſecond time, May 
Heaven (id he) puniſh me with all its wrath, if ever I 
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violate the faith I plight your niece, before you all! 
Surpriſed at this action, I bid Nadina reſtore the ring; 
but the Marquis haſtily roſe, and without taking leave 
went to the fables, and called for his horſes. All my 
endeavours to keep him were in vain. He only deſired 
my leave to write to my niece ſometimes, and rode of 
in the deepeſt ſorrow. 

At my return to the houſe I found Nadina retired to 
her chamber, and it was with difficulty ſhe was prevailed 
on to come down to ſupper. I ſaw ſhe had taken of 
the Marquis's ring. 1 ed her to let me ſee it, and 
having brought it, I was in doubt if I ſhould not ſend 
it back ; for it was at leaſt worth 5001. But ſhe ap. 
peared ſo caſt down, that I did not care to trouble her 
more by depriving her of it. I affected to take no more 
notice of what had paſſed, being to ſet out next day with 
Amulem for Mons. He had provided a coach-and-fix, 
My ſon-in-law had likewiſe got his ready; fo that the 
whole family ſet out together to take our leave of Mu- 
leid. We reached that place in two days. Amulem 
was Charmed with the beauties of Miſs Tereſa, who was 
ſtill as fond of her lover as at firſt. She told us, with 
her uſual vivacity, ſhe longed to be at Amaſia.— ] com- 
plimented my brother on his getting ſo agreeable a 
daughter, in the room of her he had left behind with 
us. We with the tendereſt marks of friendſhip, 
after I had exhorted Miſs Tereſa to continue a chriſtian, 
and made Muleid promiſe to give her entire liberty of 
conſcience. She was then ſcarce ſixteen years old, a- 
bandoned by her father to her fortune. I doubt if ny 
readers will approve his indifference on this occaſion. 
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BOOK XVI. 


FTER ſome days repoſe, in order to recover my- 
A ſelf a little from the agitation of ſo many vexa- 
tious accidents, I began to reflect a new on my preſent 
condition. It was now time for me to execute my de- 
ſign of retiring from the world. I ſaw myſelf free. 
How many obſtacles had I ſurmounted ? how many 


my thanks to Heaven on this account, with the fincerelt 
gratitude, and without delay wrote to the Father Prior of 
the abbey of , to intreat him to get ready for me my 
former apartment. The only care I had now. was. for 
my niece, whom I was unealy to leave unſertded. Not 
that ſhe wanted an eaſy fortune ; the generoſity of my 
Lady R-—— had placed her in circumſtances far above 
want. But ſhe was yet young, ſincere, and good-na- 
tured, and conſequently expoſed to all the dangers that 
beauty and innocence are liable to in a bad world, Nor 


was I quite ſatisfied with reſpect to the nis, whoſe 
h violence of temper I had ſo often experienced. I ſome- 
P times wiſhed a match kad offered, though even 
D, that was a remedy appeared harſh to me, for I am not 
of naturally cruel; I know too well the pain it had coſt 
* me to make her marry Mr. B—-, and was ſhocked at 
7 the thoughts of a ſecond tyranny of the ſame nature. 
Her mildneſs, her reſpe& for me, and a thouſand good 
qualities I daily perceived in her, deſerved a better fate. 
After a ſeries of reflections, I imagined the pleaſures of 
the town, and company, might divert her inclinations, 
and induce her to forget the Marquis. Perhaps the aſ- 
iduities of a new lover might weaken her former attach- 
T ment. I ſpoke to my ſon-in-law and daughter on this 


head, adviſing them to paſs the winter at D, which 
a ſmall city not far from their ſeat. The reſolution 
. was 


chains had I broke to regain my liberty? — I returned 
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was immediately taken, and "communicated to Nadina, 
but the had already formed a ſcheme of her own, which 
the imparted to me the next day. 
She told me, that having ſeriouſly confidered the fate 
of her mind, and the vanity of her hopes, ſhe foreſay 
her life would be imbittered with grief and trouble; 
that ſhe did not pretend to deny her affection for the 
Marquis, who, as ſhe owned, took up all her thonglits, 
and engroſſed all her deſires. But as ſhe was convinced 
of 'the impoſſibility of being ever his, ſhe had ſolemnly 
vowed to Heaven, never to be auother's; ſo that her in- 
tention was to end her days in a convent, which {he 
Wiſhed I would chuſe for her, as ſoon as poflibly I could, 
She added, that ſhe had formed this reſolution at her ſirſt 
return from Mons, and was confirmed in it by the Mar: 
_quis's laſt viſit, and the oath he made in my preſence, 
which ſhe knew, he would never break. But that ſhe 
was alſo ſo aſſured it would never be in his power to 
marry her, that ſhe thought herſelf obliged to take thi 
Kep, to reſtore the Marquis to the liberty Uf difpoling of 
bimſelf. Hard as this trial was, fhe faid,” ſhe" felt a fe. 
tret joy in being able to give ſuch a rf the deli- 
'eacy amd tenderneſs of he love. That ſhe made 10 
doubt but the Marquis wouk. oppoſe it, but the intend. 
ed to conceal from him both her deſign, and the place 
of her retreat, till ſhe had taken on the Uο⁹wwm. 
I ſaid all that I poſſibly could to divert ber from the 
deſign; that, with reſpect to the world, ſhe · was going 
to loſe a thouſand innocent pleaſures, without a vertain. 
ty of finding any in her ſolitude. I told her, that a 
heart offered to God from motives purely human, could 
be no acceptable facrifice. With what eyes muſt Hea- 
ven.regard an offering made to paſſion, not to religion, 
What comfort can you expect in ſuch a retreat, (ſaid |) 
where you feel all the pains of confineme:t; without any 
taſte for its real pleaſures? Phe reflections that ought wo 
ſupport à mind ſequeſtered from the world, are, that the 
ſeveritics of felf-denial; and mortification, will be recom- 
penſed With a higher reward; but this only, when they 
proceed from ptritual motives, not Wen they are the 
Sn Od; 3891 en Ol, Tails 8 Yolo #3 of 
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effect of diſappointed paſſion.— As ſoon as time ſhall 


abate your firſt tranſports, you will unhappily find your- 


{elf the prey of your own remorſe, without aſſiſtanee or 
comfort,” either from the world or your own m-1d .—All 
my remonſtrances , were to no purpoſe, She continued 
unalterable, and flatly told me, if I refuſed to ſettle her 
in a monaltery, ſhe would return to the convent ſhe left. 


My ſon+in-law and daughter, employed al the argu- 


ments that friendſhip and kindneſs could diQtate, to en- 

ge her to quit her defign ;'-but her reſolution was in- 
flexibly the ſame. I was obliged to gratify her, by 
chooſing am agreeable ſolitude for her; all that I could 
bring her to, was to conſent the place of her retreat 
ſhould be in a town. I fixed for this purpoſe on the ce- 
lebrate&-abbey of * *, where moſt of the ſiſters. are of 
noble families, and where the great number of penſiona - 
ries, or boarders, ſoftens the rigour of the cloyſter: I 
carried her with me to ſee the place, and ſoon agreed 
with the abbeſs for her admiſſion. My deſign was to 
bring her back with me to my daughter's, but ſhe would 
not hear of a return.—-Na (ſaid ſhe): there is no redemp- 
tion from the grave. Here is mine, in which I will im- 
mute myſelf from this moment. 45 E 5 * 
With theſe words, ſbe deſired the abbeſs to open the 
inner gate, io which I accompanied her. She there ſtop- 
ped a minute to bid me farewell, while I melted. ipto 


tears. She put on a ſeeming courage, but in ſpite ofther 


firmneſs, ber eyes reddened, and ſhe ſhed a prafuſion of 
ſorrow. Adieu l. my dear uncle, (cried ſhe, embracing 
me) pity. your unhappy niece, and cheriſſ her memory 
as you would do that of a perſon dead, who had been ogee 
dear to. you; As L was: touched with her grief; 1 eg- 
treated the abbeſs to leave us a moment together. then 
repeated all the arguments I had befote uſed to diſſuade 
her from her purpoſe. Examine. (added I) your own 


| firength well, without giving ear to a haſty and inconſi- 


derate paſſion, that will in the end expoſe you to bitter 
remorſe... A calm and happy life can never be the fruit 
ot a: ſudden and violent reſolution. View . theſe grates 
armed with, iron, and.: theſe formidable walls chat _ 
bv a Sn 
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then you perpetually impriſoned. I tremble, my 
dear Nabe. 3 uiet.— Let my tears witneſs ln 
fincerity of my 3 
She ar-wered, that her grief was neither occaſioned by 
her fears of future remorſe, nor the fight of thoſe inclo- 
ſures I mentioned; but to a cauſe, which as I could not 
be ignorant of, ſhe hoped I would forgive—Alas! (ſaid 
ſhe) what wul become of the Marquis, when he hears 
he has loſt me, by my own choice. Good God | what 
if his deſpair ſhould lead him to attempt his life !— How 
can I abandon him juſtly, after all the vows of fidelity I 
have made ?: How wretched am I to betray fo generouy 
a lover, who loves me beyond his fortune or his life. 
Tell me, my dear uncle, is not this the blackeſt ingra- 
titude, or will Heaven. pardon ſuch perfidy ? As to 
what regards your vows, (replied I) I do not fee they 
are of any real obligation, fince neither the Marquis, or 
you, had any right to make them. — But, be that as it 
will, 1 will never conſent to leave you here in ſuch dif- 
order of mind, You muſt return with me home. Re- 
member you may enter here when you pleaſe ; but you 
Can never come out. All that I could ſay was loft. 
called the Abbeſs, and embracing me a ſecond time, 
entered that region of filence and retirement, never 
to viſit the world any more, | 
I fate down in an adjoining, parlour to contemplate her 
conſtancy, I had undoubtedly oppoſed her d but 
that I reflected her paſſion might cool during the year of 
her noviciate; and, in that caſe, I had defired the Ab- 
beſs not to inſiſt on her taking the rule. I continued mu- 
fing a conſiderable time, and never did the world appear 
ſo little and contemptible to me 25s on this occaſion. 
What is there in it (thought I) when a fit of love can 
make it odious ?- A caild ot fifteen abandons it for ever to 
a vain phanton of delicacy, and difintereſted paſſion ! — 
Its advantages and ures can only captivate vulgar 
and corrupted minds, void of all ſpirit and courage, 
With what eyes ſhould I then behold it, who have only 
been acquainted with its troubles? I, who have one 
' foot in the grave, and mult ſoon be obliged in the court 
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of nature to quit the ſtage, though I were not ſufficiently 
warned of it by ſad experience, and by the voice of reli- 
gion and 1eaſon !— O dear ſolitude ! peaceful refuge of 
a heart too long diſtracted by misfortunes, and torn by 
paſſions, when - ſhall I reviſit thee ? and in thy boſom 
taſte a ſhort repoſe, before I paſs to the eternal ſlumbers 
of the tomb | 
Full of theſe reflections, I deſired once more to ſee 
my niece at the grate. She came, her eyes yet bathed 
in ſorrow. Farewell, (ſaid I) my dear Nadina, fare- 
well! —l leave you, to follow your example. Perhaps 
you hear me now for the laſt time. My dear child once 
more-adieu! May Heaven reſtore your peace of mind, 
and grant you that tranquillity, which is not to be found 
in this miſerable world you have left. May it inſpire 
you with a true reliſh for that ſolitude you have choſen, 
and ſanctify the offering you make of yourſelf to its 
ſervice, by views pure and worthy of the great maſter 
you ſerve! It is from God alone you can receive this 
grace. His bounty is free. He gives and he takes 
away, ſtill righteous in his diſpenſations !—To him will 
I offer my ardent prayers for your eternal welfare. 
Adieu! tender victim Oh! could I add, of divine 
love !—Heaven, (continued I) graciouſly ſubdue a heart 
ſo worthy of itlelf. Teach it, that it's true felicity con- 
fiſts in ſerving and loving God !—My niece made a ſhort 
reply, defiring to be remembered to all the family ; and 
that I would take care to conceal from the Marquis 
the place of her retreat. I quitted her, after intreating 
her to write to me often the ſtate of her mind without 
diſguiſe. I returned home to my daughter's, where-the 
family was ſurpriſed to ſee me come back alone. I gave 
them a ſhort account of what had paſſed, which drew 
tears from their eyes. I then told my daughter, that 
my own turn was come; and that I reſolved, without 
delay, to imitate the example of my niece. I added, 
that I was aware of the difficulties and objections her 
kindneſs might raiſe ; but that as my reſolution was fixed, 
I begged ſhe would ſpare me the trouble of hearing them, 
and promiſe not to diſturb me on that article, 
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Short as this delay was, it appeared to me tedious.— 


Imagine a man choak ing with, thirſt, who impatien / 
ſeeks for a ſtream to reſreſh himſelf ! ſuch was the eager- 
neſs with which I returned to my ſalitude. I will not, 
(ſaid I to my daughter) ſtay a day longer in your houſe. 
It appears to me an endleſs ſcene of. confuſion, This 
little ſpot has been the theatre of more troubles to me, 
than I have found in all my travels. I own it (replied 
ſhe tenderly,) but you have always had in me a fond 
daughter, who ſhared your griefs: What will ſhe do if 
ſhe loſes you, and what ſhould ſhe think of your impati. 
ence to leave her? Accuſe me not, my dear Julia, (in. 
terrupted I) of an indifference I never was guilty of: You 
know your father's heart. too well to doubt of; his affec- 
tion. Rather own it is time for him to enjoy a little re. 

ſe at the end of his life. What ſhould I do longer 
— ? It is true, I am not yet quite decrepit or infirm; 
but do you think, that IJ am inſenſible of the advances 
of old age? or that I feel no frequent ſymptoms of my 
approaching decay? Believe me, my dear child, that 
in ſpite of filial affection, an aged parent is but a diſa. 
greeable object. If he is beloved by his children, the 
light is affecting; if he is not, it is burthenſome. Old 
age is diitateful, peeviſh, and inconvenient. I have ob- 
ſerved, that filial ſentiments decay in proportion as a pa- 
tent grows feeble and old, as if by degrees they wanted 
proper nouriſhment. Hence it is, their death is fo ſoon 
forgot. Truly, (interrupted Julia) if, this be your opi- 
nion of me, your poor daughter is much obliged toon 
for your eſteem,.— No, (replied I haſtily) my dear child, 
my deareſt Julia ! I know your heart better. | know it 
formed in a nobler mould, like my own, and that of your 
angelic mother Vou can never be ungrateful, who are 
the child of my heart, and the pledge of the moſt perfect 
love that Heaven ever inſpired. —1 was carried away with 
my reflexions, but without the leaſt deſign of applying 
them to you. It is my general opinjon, that à wiſe man 
ought to leave the world, before the world leaves him; 
that is, when he feels the infirmities af, old age. Ic b 
reckoned a favour, if people bear with hun. All * ſe- 
8 pech 
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: 


| ſpects paid him, are either flatteries or inſults. People 


of ſenſe will indeed be civil to him, and even then they 
think they do him a kindneſ.. Believe me, it is a me- 
lancholy thing only to be the object of compaſſion, On 
the other hand, beſides theſe motives, that are only hu- 
man, if we conſider the reaſons drawn from chriſtianity, 
zu old man wedded to the world is à prodigy of infatua- 
tion and folly. His underſtanding, fails him, and he 
grows a child again, —Thank Heaven mine is enligh- 
tened. I ſee now my own uſeleſſneſs here below); or, 
if! am yet capable qf doing good, it is only to myſelf. 
This is now my, ſole care, and the only advantage I 
purſue, to procure, ..in the moſt effectual manner, the 
only ſupreme neceſſaty, and moſt important of all bleſ- 
ſings, the ſalvation of my. own foul, , | | 
þ J had received .a very kind anſwer from the Prior of 
the abbey of * *, by which he granted my * of 
entering his convent a ſecond time, I had already col - 
lected a few books to take with ine. I bid my friends 
farewell, and made all the neceſſary preparations for my 
departure; ſo that I kept my word with my daughter, 
and ſet out next day with my ſon-in-law, who was ſo 
obliging as to ſee me ſettled in my retreat, From this hap- 
py dzy, I may date the recovery of my peace. If I 
ave felt any ſlight troubles ſince, they have been tae 
effects of ſriendthip, or natural affection. Heaven fa- 
ti-fied with my paſt trials, has thought fit to ſpare my 
declining years from new misfortunes, It treats me like 
an old man, whoſe weakneſs exempts him from bearing 
arms, or rather whoſe good intentions intitle him to 
claim ſome reward. —Slender, indeed, is the recompence 
] dare plead for from the Great Lord of all things, who 
has a right to our greateſt ſervices ; but his mercy is my 
conſolation; and the ground of my hope.— He has not 
preſerved me ſo long to abandon me at laſt; nor bas he 
given me grace to love him as my ſole good, to deprive 
me of the everlaſting happineſs I expect in his er ey 
where is the plenitude and perfection of immortal joy. 
Whether it be owing to this calm diſpoſition of mind, 
or to the natural ſituation of the place, the abbey of * * ® 


appears 
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appears to me one of the moſt beautiful places I ever 
ſaw. The buildings are noble, and the gardens very 
large, and finely laid out. The advantages of nature are 
improved by all the elegance of art. he Woods that 
ſurround it, the clear ſprings with which it is watered, 
beſtow a conſtant coolneſs and verdure, ſo that they have 
flowers in ſucceſſion all the ſeaſons. I had ever admired 
thoſe blooming treaſures of nature, which I conſider as 
the remains of a ſtate of innocence ; and my greateſt de. 
Isght has been to cultivate them with my own hands, 
My firſt care, after my arrival here, was to divide my 
time in ſuch a manner, as to avoid idleneſs. Reading, 
converſation, and walking, are the methods J have cho. 
ſen; for each of which I allot a part of my daily time. 
I do not naw make the firſt of theſe a diverſion. I now 
only peruſe ſuch books as inſtruft the mind, and edify 
the heart. I chuſe ſuch authors as may enlarge and per- 
fect the ideas 1 have of virtue and religion. By this 
means my heart is fortified in its duty, and my duty is 
ſtrengthened by new motives and ſupports. I have no 
longer a taſte for human ſciences, nor time to throw 
away in amuſements, ſo uſeleſs to my preſent ſtate. Re- 
ligion and morality are my chief ſtudies ; for the fruit of 
them I carry with me to all eternity. 

The only perſons I converſe with, are the Monks, 


with whom I reſide. Though they are not generally 


men of great learning, yet they have ſolid ſenſe. Soli- 
tude makes them reaſon cooly, and with attention. 
Teey are not diſturbed by paſſion. Their underſtanding 
is the more firm, as their imagination is little 1 
ſo that if their way of ſpeaking be not ſprightly and en- 
tertaining, it is at leaſt proſitable and grave. 
Another part of my time I employ in walking and 
admiring the wiſdom and variety of nature in her 
works. [I cultivate. with pleaſure the little portion of 
ground I have allotted to my care. I view with un- 
peakable ſerenity, the different proſpects that riſe before 
me; and as I confider the vaſt circuit of the horizon, and 
the diſtance between Heaven and Earth, I regret the bor 
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then of mortality, that weighs me down, and prevents 
my riſing to thoſe manſions of felicity. The remainder 
of my hours I ſpend in the public worſhip of God, and 
the neceſſary ſupport of nature by food and reſt, 

Such is the life have chalked out to myſelf, and 
which I reſolve to obſerve till it pleaſes Heaven to call 
me to itſelf. : 

In this manner I paſſed ſome months without hearin 
either from the Marquis, or my Niece. I interpreted this 
filence favourably for each of them. They are at laſt 
eaſy, thought I, and abſence has produced its wonted ef- 
fect. One day, as I was innocently amuſing myſelf in 
my little garden, I was ſurprized to ſee the Marquis en- 
tcr, Heembraced me with joy, and after returning with 
me to my apartment, | aſked him, if it was to the re- 
membrance of our former friendſhip, I owed his kind 
viſit? He owned without diſguiſe, that he came both to 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing me, and in the hope of hear- 
ing from me to what place my Niece was returned. 
make no doubt, continued he, but ſhe is gone into ſome 
Convent; but as you wrote to her at your Daughter's, I ſtill 


hoped ſhe would receive my letters; which have certainly 
been intercepted, or I ſhould have had ſome anſwer. [ 1 


would fain know what right the Marchioneſs can pretend 
to over my letters, as they are not directed to her? As 
he ſeemed alittle irritated, I anſwered him mildly, That 
perhaps he accuſed my Daughter without foundation: 
for that either ſhe might never have received his letters, 
or ſhe might have ſent them to my Niece, whom decenc 
forbid to anſwer them. No, no, (replied he briſkly,) I 
have been at your Daughter's, who has returned me all 
my letters unopened, —If ſo, Sir, returned I, What can 
you complain of?—If you think in that manner, inter- 
rupted he, I ſee you condemn me, and in that caſe I have 
no more to ſay.— But why am 1 to blame, in your opi- 
nion, for writing to your Niece, when you know our mu- 
tual engagements, and my conſtant purpoſe to fulſil them? 
I was a little embarraſſed for a reply.— Well, Sir. 
(ſaid I, after a ſhort pauſe,) but you know theſe promiſes, 
though they diſcover your Pm make no alteration 
' . in 


9 4 ns . 82 * as 
N K w 
Far 


206 MEMOIRS 4A 

in my Niece's condition, and that the rreſpondenze 
you defire is Foth indecent and unlawful in her p reſent 
circumſtances, —- You did not forbid it me (Interrupted 
he) when I asked your conſent for that end. It is true. 
Sir, (anſwered I) 1 was then ſilent, but it was for fear of 
Increaſirg your trouble I ſee then, Sir, (returned he 
abruptly) that you not only refuſe me the conſolation of 
writing to your Niece, but refuſe me that of knowing 
where ſhe is. I told him with an air of indifference, that 
ſhe might have changed the place of her retirement ſince 
I.came to mine, and that I could affure him I had not 
heard a ſyllable of her for the laſt three months, Be 
turned his back rudely at this anſwer, and in ſpite of all 
I could fay, left me repeating feveral times, that I made 
a fool of him, buthe would find her out, tho' my cruel- 
ty bad buried her in a dungeon! With this expreſ- 
fion he mounted his horſe, and rode off without deigning 
to hear me. Altho' ] ſaw little probability of his makin 
the diſcovery he threatened, yet by way of 1 
wrote immediately to my daughter, deſiring her to go to 
my Niece*s Convent, and enjoin the Abbeſs to be on her 
guard againſt enquiry. She was to call upon me in her 
return, and inform me of her ſucceſs — She accordingly 
came, and I had cauſe to becontented with her relati- 
on. Nadina began to be reconciled to ſolitude. Her 
thoughts were compoſed, and her tears dried up. She 
fill fpoke of the Marquis, but rather in the ſtyle of friend- 
ſhip than love. In ſhort, if ſhe firſt embraced a religious 
life thro' deſpair, ſhe now ſcemed to practiſe it thro in- 
elination. I could not forbear returning my thanks to 
Heaven for this change, eſpecially when Julia added, 
that ſhe was one of the moſt devout novices, and that the 
Abbeſs inceſſantly praiſed her zeal and piety. Some 
days after, I received a letter from her. The ſtyle of 
it convinced me, her heart began to find the tranquillity 
it wanted ſo long. She ſecmed impatient for the time 
of her taking the veil, She ſpoke of her paſhon as 2 


vapour ſhe had loſt the fight of, and forgot in the ſweets 


of a holy, and peaceful liſe To conclude, ee 
all the ſymptoms in her letter of a cure begun- 5 l 
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mind, and in a fair way of being perfected. T wrote her 
a long anſwer, to confirm her in theſe happy diſpoſitions, 
which increaſed my ſatisfaQion at my own repoſe. The 
thoughts of the Marquis alone gave me any diſquiet, 
as his happineſs was ſtill dear to me, and wanting to com- 
pleat mine. He returned to ſee me about two months 
after his firſt viſit, and tho' he knew me too well to be- 
lieve L retained any reſentment for what then paſſed be- 
tween us, yet he made ſome genteel excuſes for the 
warmth =Y rudeneſs with which he had left me. I was 
charmed with the ſweetneſs of his apology... Fhe con- 
verſation then turned on my Niece, He told me he had 
ſent to all the principal Convents of the kingdom, but 
without ſacceſs. As he appeared extremely caſt downy, 
and no doubt his intention was to raiſe my pity whi:h 
he knew too well how to effect, I told him 1was going 
to do him a real piece of ſervice. — What would you ſay, 
Sir, (ſaid I) if Nadina was inconſtant? He anſwered 
haſtily, that he would die, either of deſpair or by vio- 
' lence, —But, (added he) I know it is impoſſible ſhe can 
be ſo. What will you think (continued: I) if without 
lofing her fidelity, ſie renounces the flattering expecta - 
tion of being your's ?—1 would ſay (returned he pa 
ſſi 
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þ —[ would fay nothing—for you talk of impoſſibilities ! | 
1 —I am aſſured ſhe loves me, as much as I am ſure I a- 

K dore her; and ſhe is too good to take a ſtep would drive 

i me to deſpair Let us talk a little ſeriouſly. That my |; 
2 Niece loves you tenderly, is beyond difpute. She " 
1 would be the moſt ungrateful girl in the world, if after 0 
1 the l ſne has received of your generous affection, 1 
d. ſhe failed in the gratitude ſhe owed you. —No, Sir, her 1 
44 conduct proceeds from a different motive. She has re- a 
4 fected, that her tenderneſs for you has the ſame ill con- 4 
of ſequences as the moſt violent hatred : it deſtroys your 4 
ty repoſe, it degrades your quality, it ruins your fortune, | 
10 and miſleads you from your duty. Shocked to behold 
** herſelf the fatal cauſe of ſuch diſorders, even love has 
e inſpired her with the reſolve of ſacrificing her tender- 

nl nels to your intereſt !—How can you condemn her for 
0 this ?—For my part, I regard her conduct as a piece 
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of heroiſm, that ought for ever to demand your eſteerx, 
It is common enough for people to ſacrifice their love, 
when it is inconſiſtent with their intereſt ; but how few 
facrifice their fortunes and their eaſe to their love? 
Such a ſelf-denial is ſurprizing in a young creature like 
my Niece.—She does yet more, we frees you from all 
your engagements and vows, and yields up her liberty, 
to reſtore you to your's, Can you conceive a greater 
proof of generous love? Nadina has done this for you!- 
Read there, Sir, (added I, giving him her letter) and you 
will ſee for whom this lovely victim devotes herſelf at the 
altar! you will thence be convinced of the exceſs aud 
worth of her love! —He returned me the letter, after 
looking it over, without ſpeaking a word; he only threw 
himſelf back on a chair, lifting up his hands and eyes to 
Heaven, with great emotion, and his cheeks bathed in 
tears. I fate down by him.— You weep, vir, (ſaid I) 
but your concern ought to be rather the effect of eſteem, 
and wonder, than of forrow. It muſt give a ſecret plea- 
fure, to a mind ſo delicate as yours; that you have in- 
ſpired ſo exalted and pure a flame. A ſatis faction of 
this kind is ſingular, as it is the effect of love alone. 
Neither riches nor greatneſs have the leaſt ſhare in it, 
intereſt may ſerve me, flattery praiſe me, or artifice de- 
ceive, but love alone comes from the heart - incapable 
of all diſguiſe. A thouſand marks betray it, and prove it 
genuine beyoad a doubt. —By theſe gentle adulations, [ 
tried to ſoften the Marquis's grief, who heard me with- 
out ſaying a word. No doubt he had his own reflections. 
Do you know (continued I) my dear Marquis, the 
part you ought to act? — Lei my Niece's example en- 
courage you to moderate your paſſion. — You will by this 
means reconcile it both with your duty, and your peace; 
and at the ſame time preſerve for your Miſtreſs the friend- 
ſhip and eſteem ber virtue deſerves, When your paſi- 
on takes ſo happy a turn, I will myſelf conduct you 
to the place of Nadina's retreat, and procure you the 
fatisfa&tion of an innocent interview. You will then 
view each other in the gentler light of brother and fifier, 
while like your common father J ſhare in your 1 

| | ments, 
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ments, and rejoice in our mutual felicity ; the image of 
the nobleſt friendſhip that can exiſt on earth. | 
This exhortation was entirely loft, for the Marquis 
had, by reading the letter, obſerved from the date, the 
place he defired to know, which he took heed not to 
forget, ſo that in reality I was his dupe on this occaſion. 
After hearing patiently all I had to ſay, he civilly took 
leave. I aſked him if he returned to Paris? to which he 
anſwered dubiouſly, that he thought of making ſome ſtay 
in the country.—He rode ditectly to a caſtle the Duke 
had at ſome diſtance from the abbey, where he only ſtop- 
ped to dreſs, and take an equipage to proceed to C——, 
the place of my Niece's abode. Before he aſked to ſee 
her, he ſent a long letter to prepare her for the viſit, 
Ris little acquaintance with the monaſtic rules, threw 
him into this miſtake 3 for the Abbeſs, as is cuſtomary, _ 
opened the letter, and was at a great loſs to know how 
to act. As the Marquis in his letier ſpoke of viſiting my 
Niece that aſternoon, ſhe knew not, whether to refuſe or 
admit his compliment. To do the one was an aff. ont to 
his quality, which was of the firſt rank, the other was 
expoſing her young novice to viſible danger. In the 
mean time the Marquis's footman waited an anſwer. He 
was deſired by the Abbeſs to tell his Lord, that if he 
would give himſelf the trouble to come to-the abbey, he 
ſhould be received with all the regard due to his birth. 
As the Marquis took thefe words in a ſenſe favourable 
to his paſſion, he was ſurprized, at entering the par our 
of the monaſtery, to ſee an unknown face at the grate. 
It was the Abbeſs herſelf. —She received the Marquis with 
extreme politeneſs, making him the proper compliments, 
on the honour ſhe received by ſo uncommon a viſitor. 
By this introduction, ſhe continued the converſation on 
indifferent affairs, reſolving not to mention my Niece, — 
but the Marquis's vivacity broke her meaſures, for he 
quickly aſked leave to ſee his miſtreſs. The Abbeſs on 
this repreſented to him, that it was contrary to the rules 
of her order, that ſtrangers ſhould ſpeak to-novices at 
the grate, —The good lady told me afterwards, that the 
Marquis could only anſwer — How! A Novice l — and 
L 3 ſeemed 
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ſeemed in the utmoſt confuſion ſor ſome moments. To 
this ſhort amazement, ſucceeded the moſt violent com- 
plaints againſt the cruelty of his fate, and the inconſtancy 
of Nadina: He roſe ſeveral times from his chair, and 
croſſed the parlour in the moſt violent diſorder. — He 
wept, he fighed, he groaned {o that the good Abbeſs's 
heart was moved at his ſufferings. At lait he conjured 
her to let him but ſee Nadina a momeat in her preſence. 
She could not well refuſe his requeſt, ſo that my Niece 
was called, who was no way prepared for ſuch a viſit.— 
Her ſurpriae at ſeeing the Marquis was ſo great, that ſhe 
gave a ſhriek and ſtood motionleſs at the door. The 
Abbeſs was obliged to lead her to the grate, where the 
Marquis was ſo tender in his complaints, as to draw tears 
from her eyes. Nadina heard him with modeſiy ; her 
replies were prudent, though kind. She began by thank- 
ing him for the affection with which he had honoured 
her, and which ſhe could wiſh. he would preſerve, as far 
as was conſiſtent with his own quiet, and the condition 
of life ſhe had choſen ; proteſting at the ſame time that 
her tenderneſs for him ſhould never alter. She had the 
refolution not to ſhed one tear, though the converſation 
laſted near an hour ; but when ſhe offered to retire, the 
Marquis loſt all patience. He begged ſhe would at leaſt 
allow his viſits, but ſhe excuſed herſelf, on the obliga- 
tion of her rules, adding only, that ſhe ſhould be glad to 
ſee him aſſiſt at the ceremony of her taking the habit. 
All he could obtain of her, waz the general promiſe of 
eſteeming him all the reſt of her life. 

The Abbeſs informed me, that no ſooner was the 
Marquis gone, but Nadina gave a looſe to her grief. 
She wauld ſee nobody. for two or three days, nor receive 
any comfort. Heaven by degrees reitored her tranquil- 
lity. I knew not what became of the Marquis for fix 
weeks, at the end of which time he pald me a viſit. 1 
had been already informed of what had paſſed, which he 
ſpoke of to me in a manner, that conviaced me the vio- 
lence of his trouble was diminiſhed,, and the thoughts of 
loſing Nadina were grown ſupportable. I hoped by the 
and of her novitiate to find him fit to attend, with 1 
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the ceremony to which he told me he was invited. He 
no longer reproached his miſtreſs, but rather ſeemed to 
admire her greatneſs of ſoul, and the delicacy of her 
love: He only complained bitterly of the ſeverity of 
his fortune, which obliged him to renounce the poſſeſ- 
fon of ſo valuable a heart, after he had obtained all its 
fondneſs. He ſpoke on this occafion of his birth and 
quality, with a contempt that would have raiſed him 
to the perfection of chriſtianity, if it had proceeded from 
a better motive. With reſpect to his liberty, he ſaid he 
was already determined never to marry, or entertain ano- 
ther paſſion: That be deſigned to paſs the greateſt part 
of his time near the monaſtery, that inclofed all he held 
dear: And ſince he could hope no more, he would li- 
mit all his ſatisfaction and pleaſure, to that of ſeeing her 


ſometimes. He returned to the caſtle f“ * * @ ® 


whence he never ſtirred for th:ee months, but to ſee me 
once a week. The reſt of his time he paſſed in a calm 
melancholy, either reading or hunting in the park. I 
went to v.:.t him from time to time, and Nadina was al- 
ways the ſubje& of our diſcourſe. Sometimes he melted 
into tears, at others he ſeemed more compoſed ; but it 
was ſtill eaſy to ſee her image was rooted in his heart, I 
wanted not to efface it, but only to accuſtom him to con- 
ſider it without diſturbance. 

At laſt the time came, deſtined for this ſacrifice of pie- 
ty and love. He was too well informed of it to forget 
it. I received from the Abbeſs, a letter by which ſhe 
gave me notice of the day fixed for the ceremony, in- 
treating me, in Nadina's name, to aſſiſt withyny family. 
I ſhewed this invitation to the Marquis who was with me. 
I will go (ſaid he, with a deep ſig!:).—— Doubt not but 
I will go.-- Happy if I could expire at the foot of that al- 
tar, where ſhe is to make her vows !---- As my ſon-in- 
law and daughter called on me in. their coach, he placed 
himſelf with us: His own coach followed us, with a ſui- 
table-equipage. Being arrived at C , the day be- 
fore the feſtiv il, I went to ſee my Niece, and I could not 
refuſe the Marquis to take him with me. Nadina ap- 
peared at the _ a rei!gious dreſs, which gave a new 
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addition to her charms. Never did ſhe appear more a- 
miable than in the ſable weeds of penitence and death, 
Repoſe and ſolitude give the complexion a tincture and 
bloom, beyond all imitations of art, and effecls of coſme- 
tic applications. She was ſurpriſed a little to ſee the 
Marquis with me. Well, (ſaid I) my dear Niece, you 
are on the point of that great day that is for ever to ſepa- 
rate you from the world.-. Nothing is capable of ſhaking 
your reſolutions.-- She anſwered calmly, that the out- 
ward ceremony of the ſucceeding day, was nothing but 
a renewal of what ſhe had reſolved on a year ago. Ihink 
a little (replied I) while it is yet time to retreat. Exa- 
mine well your ſtrength, and conſider Heaven accepts no 
offerings that come not from the heart.-- The ſacrifice (an- 
{wered ſhe with a firm tone) is already made! and if 
Heaven approves of the fincerity of the votary, I hope it 
hes received me into mercy !---'The Marquis who had 
heard us patiently, thought theſe words ſo cruel to him, 
that he interrupted us.— Alas! Madam, cried he, is it 
poſſible that in the miſery to which I am reduced, you 
think me unwortby of your pity ? Youdeprive me by this 
means, of the only conſolation I had, and force me to 
have recourle to death for rehef. She turned her eyes 
gently towards him, and anſwered, that if he {till had 
the goodneſs to preſerve his regard for her, he would find 
nothing harſh in her expreſſions; for though ſhe hoped 
ber ſacrifice of herſelf was free, yet he could not be igno- 
rant of the ſhare he had in it. She added, that ſhe em- 
braced ſolitude with joy, as it contributed to ſhew him 
ſhe was not unworthy of his efteem ; and as ſhe found it 
impoſſible to be his, Heaven had improved this reflecti. 
on to call her to itſelf, and given her grace to anſwer its 
inſpiration. — The Marquis could make no reply. 
Our converſation ended, I kiſſed her hand, and preſent- 


ed it to the Marquis, who ſeemed- ready to expire, as 
he followed my example. 


The next morning he found himſelf ſo ill, that I pre- 

vailed on.him not to appear at the ceremony. At my re- 

turn from church, I found him in the laſt dejection of 

mind, his face pale, and his eyes red with ** 
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uſed all the reaſons I judged moſt prevalent to ſooth 
his grief. We ſtaid ſome days at C—, during which 
I often carried him to ſee Nadina. with the reſt of the 
family, He ſpoke little on theſe occaſions, but his 
eyes were for ever fixed on her, and bathed in tears! 
He was ſad, reſtleſs, and like a man out of himſelf. 
He ſeemed like one, who flanding on the ſhore, be- 
holds the leſſening veſſel, that bears off his deareſt 
treaſure, and follows it with fruitleſs regret. 

We returned together to my ſolitude, where I kept 
him with me ſome weeks, and at laſt perſuaded him 
to go to Paris, when I thought his grief ſo far abated 
as to allow him to appear there with decency. From 
the thorough knowledge I have of the amiable tem- 

er of this young nobleman, I make no queſtion, but 
be will carry the memory of my Niece with him to 
the grave. 

Since that, my time has paſſed calm and undiſturb- 
ed. I obſerve exactly the rules of life I have laid 
down to myſelf, The good Religious with whom I 
reſide, bear charitably with my weakneſs, and the in- 
firmities of my age. Death, whoſe call I expe& every 
moment, gives me no alarm, becauſe I regard him as 
the harbinger of a better life. Every —— brings 


me nearer the conſummation of my hopes, and the end 
of my ſorrows! I count their progreſs with impati- 
an and hope to meet my laſt with ſerenity and 
zoy . 
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